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Highlights of the USAF Museum 

 

 On Saturday, January 14 the chapter met for our first regular meeting of the year at the USAF 

Museum in Dayton Ohio.  We had a brief organizational meeting, a lunch and then a tour by our do-

cent, Greg Kuehner.  I have been to the museum many times but there's always some things I have-

n't noticed before.  For instance... 

   

It seems there's almost nothing new in aviation: 

 My friend Dr. Wisneski was showing off his iPad the other day.  

He has it mounted as a knee board and while flying can access aero-

nautical charts.  But this concept was already thought of way back in 

World War I.  Pilots mounted their maps on strips of paper, rolled it into 

a scroll and put it in a box about the same size as the iPad.  Carried as 

a "laptop device" they were thus able to have a "moving map" display. 

 

"Blunder" trophies: 

 Each year during the June contest our Chapter awards the Fickle Finger of Aerobatics to the 

lucky person who did the most boneheaded maneuver during the event.  I myself have been hon-

ored to hold this trophy for years.  It turns out that similar trophies are a tradition among various Air 

Force squadrons.  Depending on which one you serve in you might receive the "Dumbbell" or the 

"Flying Ass".  Makes the "Fickle Finger" look pretty mild. 
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"Bockscar": 

 This is the B-29 which dropped the second atomic bomb on Naga-

saki helping to bring the Pacific war to an end.  Beside it was a replica of 

the plutonium bomb "Fat Man".  I had seen the B-29 "Enola Gay" at the 

National Air and Space Museum Annex at Dulles field in 2006.  When I 

got back I mentioned this to my partner Dr. Sandlin.  He said , ñOh that's 

the plane that dropped the bomb on my mother".  Turns out he is half 

Japanese.  His mother was present in Hiroshima when the uranium bomb 

"Little Boy" was dropped.  She survived because she was under a bridge 

at the time.  She later married an American serviceman and emigrated to 

the United States. 

 Now I've seen both of the A-bomb carrying Super Fortresses.  There were plenty of Japanese 

tourists taking photos of òBockscarò.  The museum has strategically positioned a Japanese Kamika-

ze aircraft across from it achieving a sort of balance. 

Spy satellites: 

 After the Soviets shot down Gary Powers in his U-2 reconnaissance aircraft in 1960 the US 

was no longer able to fly over and photograph their territory.  The Air Force then began to launch a 

series of photographic reconnaissance satellites.  I had been aware that these satellites took high-

resolution photographs and would periodically eject a reentry vehicle containing film canisters.  How-

ever, I pictured a satellite something on the order of 6 or 8 feet long.  I had no idea the KH-9 Hexa-

gon was the size of a school bus.  Or, that it carried four film reentry vehicles each the size of a 

washing machine.  The satellite and its technology have recently been declassified.  The display is 

still undergoing development so there wasn't much available on how it worked.  However, there are 

excellent resources available on the Internet especially through Wikipedia.                                                             

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/KH-9_Hexagon       
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