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Club Members took advantage of local 
events and had some fun at the Marysville's 
 All Ohio Balloon Festival on August 18-19.  
IAC34 members, Lorrie Penner, Patty 
Anderson, Terri Vrbancic and Tracy Hahn 
attended the Friday night balloon glow.  The 
Union Co. tarmac was fenced off and 
accommodated a couple of hundred people 
who were there to enjoy the music of local 
bands, "Hot Rod & The Blue Devilles" and 
"Amanda Overboard". The evening started 
with a balloon launch and ended with the 
balloons setting up on the taxiway at dark to 
do their "glow". The most entertaining part of 
the "glow" is when the balloonists 
synchronize their bursts, which make the 
balloons glow off and on down the row. 
�
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On Saturday locals gathered to jog around the 
taxiways and runway for a 5K race.  It didn't 
sound like that much fun to IAC34er's Bill Lavin 
and Lorrie Penner, so they sat that one out.  
They'd rather race at the ground at 180mph in an 
airplane - thank you very much! 
Bill and Lorrie set up a table with IAC and EAA 
information in the Arts & Crafts/Vendor section for 
the day.  The people traffic through the airport for 
the Saturday festivities were down from the 
Friday night crowd, but they did hand out some 
info about aerobatics to some people and FREE 
Sports Aerobatics Magazines.  The wind decided 
to kick up its heels and cause almost all the 
vendors to take down their canopies. Bill and 
Lorrie's canopy flew about 25feet before being 
wrestled to a stop. 
Greg Kuehner came over in his yellow Pitts S2B 
and flew an Acro Demonstration in the box.  He 
flew his Sportsman Freestyle and tried out the 
proposed 2007 Sportsman from the category 
restructuring currently being suggested.  
�
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"Ask the Experts"   

 A form has been set up for IAC34 Members to ask any aerobatic related question 
that you would like to have answered by some of our resident experts on the subject. 

You can go to: www.iac34.com/ASK.htm   
You may have wondered something about a specific aerobatic airplane or flying a certain 
maneuver. Maybe you wanted to know more about how judges score figures at a contest. Or 
you may have a maintenance question.  Whatever you are thinking about concerning 
aerobatics and related subjects, just ask and we'll get you an answer! 

�
�
�

Raising the shoulder harness attach points on a S1  
                                                      By IAC 34 Member, Boyd Birchler�

     Most of the older Pitts/Eagle home-built, 
kit-built and older factory Pitt's planes have a 
serious flaw in the mounting position of the 
shoulder harness. These aircraft were built 
with the harness for the shoulders exiting the 
rear seat/baggage compartment bulkhead 
below the pilot's shoulders. 
     In a sudden stop this will break your 
back; as the body continues forward against 
the belts it compresses the spine. This is 
because the anchor points are at a shorter 
distance apart than the length of the spine. 
To avoid this we need to raise the exit point 
of the shoulder harness belts so that  
they are above the tops of the pilots 
shoulders, by say 2 inches. Do this and a 
sudden stop can't as easily break your back. 
      I did this on the modified Eagle I'm soon 
finishing. Not very complicated at all; 
I made a 4130 truss similar to one you would 
see on the modified S2's and S2C. This is 
located just inside of the front bulkhead of 
the baggage compartment, you can see it if 
you open the baggage door on a modified 
Pitts/Eagle aircraft or on the later models 
that were so equipped from the factory. It's 
an inverted"U":2 Uprights on each side and a  
cross piece welded between the uprights 
�

at the proper height for 
 the belt to come over the top and 
 through the bulkhead just above the pilot's 
shoulders. 
     This is secured to the back side of the baggage 
compartment  bulkhead (The bottom corners of 
the inverted "U" are resting on the front outer side 
of the baggage compartment's floor which is right 
above and on the longerons.  
     The door was cut down to just below the 
centerline of the cross tube, a new upper panel to 
close off the area above the tube was made with a 
slot to let the belt through at the center above the 
cross tube, a phenolic 1/4 thick doubler was made 
for the slot and epoxied to the back side (tapered 
in thickness on the bottom where it touches the 
cross tube).  
     The door latch for the baggage compartment 
on my Eagle is now repositioned/remounted and 
latches on the upper closure.   A cable is 
fabricated to attach to the front horizontal stab 
cross tube and is routed forward through the tail 
cone through a hole in the baggage comp with a 
loop to grab the belts inside the compartment.... 
 
PS call me if you need details 317/418/6556 
�
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OCTOBER ACRO CAMP!  
We are running a one-day "Acro Camp" at the Marysville box for our 
members.  The date of the camp will be Saturday, October 7th.  
10am-6pm.  
Gordon Penner and Brett Hunter will be coaching inside and outside 
your airplane or theirs. 
                         The camp will include: 
                                          *some ground instruction 
                                          *Flying individual figures and full sequences.   
There will not be a fee charged by the club for this camp. Any fees related to this activity are strictly 
based on costs incurred flying your airplane or the two airplanes for rent, and a lunch order that will be 
delivered to the airport for you.  
Please indicate if you are interested. We have six participants and have room for a couple more. 
Send an e-mail or call by September 20th  to confirm your space at the Acro Camp to Lorrie Penner 
513-284-5076 or smuth2@yahoo.com  
                                       We are looking at doing this again in the spring before contest  
                                          season if it looks like a worthwhile thing for the club to do. 
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FINDING AEROBATIC VIDEO on the Internet   

                                                                          by Lorrie Penner 
The last year has brought some improvements to the IAC34 website. One of the improvements was 
creating a better Links page: www.iac34.com/page6.html  
There are many categories on the links page with many of the links being suggested by our IAC34 
members.  One category on the links page is the Aerobatic Video.  
On this webpage:  http://www.iac34.com/aerobaticvideo.htm there are many FREE video clips. The 
page was recently updated and checked for current and broken links. 
In addition to the club's webpage for finding aerobatic video, there is a nifty way to find aerobatic video 
on Google! 
Just go to www.google.com. On the first page are the categories to search:                 
 
Web    Images    VideoNew!    News    Maps    more »   
 
Click on Video then type in 'aerobatics' and you will get about 95 aerobatic video clips listed for viewing. 
There is footage of RC planes, Air Force, helicopter, training at flight schools, a Moscow Air Show, 
glider aerobatics from inside the cockpit, just to name a few. Enjoy!  
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�
OZARK PITTS FLY-IN  
Guys and Gals, 
          During the Curtis Pitts dinner at Sun-n-Fun this past Spring, the Pitts crowd voted to continue 
with the now-almost-traditional Curtis Pitts Fly-In at Ozark.   Marshall Collins agreed to carry on with a 
less-expensive, more casual gathering. But, major airfield construction activities at Ozark have forced 
abandonment of preliminary plans for this Fall.  The runway is being extended, taxiways widened, 
hangars moved, heavy construction equipment in close proximity to the runway.   Not a happy place for 
a gathering of Pitts' at this time. 
          So, Marshall has asked me to give a heads-up for early 2007.  Dates not set, but will probably 
take into account the completion of Marshall's bigger and better barn for the party! 
                  Cheers,  Frank Gorham 
============================================================= 
  
 
  
NATIONAL NEWS:  
 
2006 U.S. National Aerobatic Championships Website Now Online; Registration Open  
The official website for the 2006 US Nationals to be held September 24-29 at the Grayson County 
Airport, Denison, Texas can be accessed at: www.usnationalaerobatics.org. Pilot and volunteer 
registration is now open. 
 
USA Wins Team Silver; 3 US pilots place in the top 5 overall  
The Advanced World Aerobatic Team landed second place, only 0.5 percent away from Team Russia 
at the Advanced World Aerobatic Championships which finished in Radom, Poland on August 13. 
Team medals are based on the scores of the top three pilots from each country.  For the USA, team 
member Rob Holland finished second in the contest (78.51%), Jeff Boerboon fourth (77.76%) and 
Hector Ramirez fifth overall (77.56%). News and daily team updates as they occurred throughout the 
week can be found at www.advancedaerobaticteam.com. Official contest results are posted at 
http://civaweb.mwebservices.net/. The official contest web site is www.AWAC2006.com. 
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Doug Lovell's left rudder pedal from his Pitts S1T failed when the lever welded to the tube 
separated under pressure. (The lever presses down on the brake cylinder plunger rod.) 
The failure occured in the air, practicing snap rolls. Doug said in his e-mail, "My expert on the 
radio suggested I wasn't keeping the rudder in. NOT! Getting over being gorilla fisted. Now I 
have gorilla feet!" 
Doug flew away to a nice wide runway to land straight into a light wind. The brake pedal failure 
was a non-issue until the plane got slow. Tough to taxi! 
From here on out, Doug says he will discontinue treating the rudder like a leg press! 
 
-Doug is an Intermediate competitor from New Jersey and has been a participant in the Ohio 
Aerobatic Open for the last two years. 
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          Memory Aids  

                 Simple Strategies for Aerobatic Safety – by Rich Stowell� 
               Part I of II 

  

This article was orginally published in Sport Aerobatics magazine; however, much of the information applies whether 

you're a seasoned aerobatic competitor or a pilot contemplating basic spin, emergency maneuver, or aerobatic training. 

The PARE, Power--Push--Roll, Speed--Spot--Set-up, and other emergency strategies are developed more thoroughly in 

my book, Emergency Maneuver Training , available on-line from the Pilot Shop. 

The secret behind the success of top aerobatic pilots can be summed up in three words: practice, practice, practice! 

Defining a goal, outlining a plan, repeating maneuvers over and over again until they become instinctive, until sequences 

flow seamlessly, precisely--such is the commitment of many involved in competitive aerobatics. But instinctive responses-

-tailored to the situation, honed by practice--are also important for those unusual events that occasionally sneak into 

otherwise flawless performances. 

Proficiency in aerobatics should not only include practicing sequences of maneuvers, but also should include routinely 

reviewing emergency procedures. This is true especially at the beginning of the aerobatic season and any time you're 

adding new maneuvers to your repertoire. Here are a few memory aids that might come in handy during your aerobatic 

training: 

  
Emergency Egress  
THREE H's - Handle, Headset, Harness: Grab the emergency Handle (it's often red, or should be) and jettison the door or 

canopy (Note: Decathlons and Citabrias have a retaining pin that must be removed first to unlock the handle. Although 

you generally pull the handle, in some Citabrias it must be pushed). Remove your Headset and drop it to the side (If 

you're wearing a helmet, disconnect the headset cord from the airplane). Undo your Harness and move the loose ends 

away from your body. Exit the airplane head first. As soon as you're clear of the airplane, LOOK at the rip cord handle (the 

D-shaped ring), GRAB it with both hands, and PULL! 

  
In-Flight Pre-Aerobatic Checks  
FOUR A's - Altitude, Articles, Aircraft, Airspace: Be sure you have enough Altitude to begin. Factor in the maneuvers to be 

flown, your current level of proficiency and physical conditioning, and an adequate safety factor. Verify that all loose 

Articles are secure--this includes windows, doors, canopies, and occupants! Verify that the Aircraft is configured properly--

mixture, switches, engine instruments, carburetor heat/alternate air, flaps. Clear the Airspace for other traffic and make 

sure you're complying either with the provisions of FAR 91.303 or a waiver for the area. 

  
Unusual Attitudes  
RELAX: Most unusual attitudes in the aerobatic environment are pilot-induced. Trying to force the airplane to fly without 

enough energy, or with misapplied controls, or both can quickly lead to an inadvertent stall/spin or inverted attitude. The 

airplane will usually return to a more normal flight mode by simply relaxing your grip on the controls--even letting go--when 

a maneuver first goes sour. 

Even experienced pilots would be hard pressed to save a botched maneuver. If it's that bad, it's probably a zero anyway. 

Why compound matters by transitioning into an unusual attitude? Abort those errant maneuvers early instead. You'll 

regain control faster and you'll have more options available afterwards. 
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       AirVenture 2006! � 
  

It is billed as "The World's Greatest Aviation Celebration", and 

AirVenture delivers every year on that boast.  This year was a 

little different for Gordon and I, since we hadn't planned on being 

there. We thought we'd try going every other year... but fate 

conspired against that plan when I was elected Secretary of the 

IAC.    

So off we went to Oshkosh Wisconsin.  I was involved with 

organizing the Aerobatic Forums and Gordon was one of the 

speakers. So we worked for three days at the IAC building each 

morning until the air show started. 

  

While hanging out at the IAC building, we saw quite a few of our IAC34 members: Jeff Granger with his brother and Jeff's 

young travel partner Joseph, Brett and Debbie Hunter with their children Jessica and Amanda, Rick Volker, Bill Weber, 

Mark Reineck, Patty Anderson, Mike Conklin and Brian Cooper. I knew Forrest Barber was there speaking, and Bob 

Wagner was flying in the ai rshow, but never got a chance to see either gentlemen.  

Although I always enjoy the air show, I must say that my favorite part this year was the Blue Angles special fly-bys. This 

was the Blue Angels first time at AirVenture. They just happen to have a break in their schedule that made it possible to 

stop by. 

 Since I spent most of my time in the IAC Tent where the Forum speakers 

were, I had the opportunity to listen to an informative talk by Rich Stowell. His 

subject was  " Mastery of Flight Program".  The idea behind this new 

progarm is to promote fun and flying, to educate and share knowledge. 

Initially it will be administered at the flight school level and is supported by 

IAC, NAFI, and local aviation groups.  It features a renewed emphasis on 

recreational aerobatics. The program designers are also looking at 

developing a sort of "Program-in-a-box" much like AOPA's "Seminar-in-a-

box".  The program can be tailored to specific airplanes and will be promoted 

as a non-competitive event to increase participation in the IAC.  As part of 

the program there is a component intended to develop standards for accreditation of U.S. Aerobatic Flight Instructors (IAC 

& NAFI).  I will look forward to hearing more about this program in the future and pass on the updates in the newsletter. 

  

Our final night at AirVenture was Friday. We attended the IAC member dinner - Free Food!  It was a nice event to meet up 

with other IACer's from around the country. We talked to Jim & Jean Taylor (of Sun-N-Fun fame), Josh Smrt and David 
Oliver (the collegiate guys that were at our contest in June), Illinois aerobats - Giles Henderson , Doug Bartlett, Jim Klick, 

Bob Hart, Todd Ashcroft and Michael Vaknin, and Joe & Carol Brinker 

(Florida IAC).  We also ran into Ann Salcedo (IAC Volunteer 

coordinator and the gal that got me into the Secretary race!), and met 

Norm DeWitt (current Board of Directors), Graham Bird (outgoing IAC 

Treasurer), Debby Rihn-Harvey (current Board of Directors), Vicki 

Cruse (IAC Pres.) and Allyson Parker-Lauck (IAC VP). 

  

Overall, AirVenture was enjoyable - even with my bum leg 

from my motorcycle injury slowing me down. Will look forward 

to many more great years at AirVenture!� 
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The IAC34 Aerobatic Scholarship will be awarded to help advance the recipient's piloting 
skills by making payment toward training costs in an approved Beginning Aerobatic Course. 

The Award amount will be $500. The applicant will complete and submit an application form.  A 
letter of recommendation and an essay will accompany the application.  The essay should 
include some of the following elements: 
     * The applicant's aviation related activities/clubs. 
     * The applicant's interest in aerobatics. 
     * The applicant's past and/or current training in aviation. 
     * A list of any pilot license or aviation awards already received.  

APPLICATION SUBMISSION 
Application, letter of recommendation and essay should be sent by traceable mail to: 
                                 IAC34 Scholarship Committee 
                                 PO Box 360752 
                                 Columbus, Oh 43236 
                             
                         Application Deadline: November 1, 2006 
Upon scholarship receipt, the recipient; 
     * Must be willing to spread the word on the joys of aerobatic flying to the aviation    
      community. 
     * Be available to attend at least one IAC34 Meeting.  Recipient agrees to publication 
       of photos and interview for IAC34 Newsletter and Website. 
     * Must have the financial ability to pay for travel, food and lodging expenses during training. 
DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION AT: http://www.iac34.com/scholarship.htm  
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Amerihost Inn   
Ohio Aerobatic Open official hotel  
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