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     This winter came on hard and fast and has hung around much too long.  
My aerobatic flying consequentially has come to a near standstill.  In the mean-
time anyway you can read about flying. Recently I was poking around my books 
and pulled my favorite aviation stories.   
 
     The following are the books I would recommend to anyone with an 
interest in aviation: 1)"Calculated Risk - The Extraordinary Life of 
Jimmy Doolittle - Aviation Pioneer and World War II  hero ." Written  by 
Doolittle's granddaughter Jonna Doolittle Hoppes, the book provides a more 
intimate portrayal of  Doolittle than one might find in a straight historical ac-
count.  
     Everyone knows Doolittle as the leader of the 
Tokyo raid, the first  mainland attack on Imperial 

Japan. But did you know that Doolittle expected to be court marshaled for 
what he perceived as the failure of that attack? The raid was in fact the first 
step in Doolittle's eventual promotion to four star general. 
      Doolittle was the first to fly an outside loop, first to fly 'blind" - using only 
the  airplanes instruments and was the first to fly cross-country in under  24 
hours and he set numerous other airplane speed records. He earned a doctor-
ate in Aeronautical Engineering from MIT and was awarded more  medals 
than you can count including three DistinguishedFlying 
Crosses, the Congressional Medal of Honor and the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. 
    The book takes you trough his growing up in a  remote village in Alaska and 
his life as a father and grandfather. One of my favorite stories is of Doolittle in 
his youth breaking some bones after a bit to drink while doing a one-armed 
hand stand in a window sill resulting in the inevitable tumble. 
      
     2). The Bob Hoover autobiography "Forever Flying - Fifty Years of High-flying Adventu res, from 

Barnstorming in Prop Planes to Dog fighting Germans  to Testing Super-
sonic Jets ".  Hoover's  incredible life  includes his dogfights over 
Europe including the one that knocked him out of the sky and led to his capture 
and imprisonment in Stalag 1.  Hoover tired several times to escape without suc-
cess  before finally making his successful escape by stealing a German plane 
and flying it to Holland.  

     His career as a test pilot after the war and narrow escapes time 
after time  while test flying planes will blow your mind as you read about his 
knowledge,skill and quick thinking that saved his life time and again. Lastly, his 
career as an air show pilot is discussed and his battle with the FAA for  what 
would appear to be an unjust grounding as he advanced in age.. 
        ChuckYeager calls Hoover "the greatest pilot I ever saw" and 
    Doolittle called him "the greatest stick and rudder man who ever lived".     

Hoover could have just as easily as Yeager been chosen by the military  to break the speed of sound.  
He flew the chase plane instead. 
                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                Continued on page 3……. �
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 3) "Flying the Alaska Wild - the Adventures and Misa dventures of 
an Alaska Bush Pilot" by Mort Mason.   
     Every chapter in this book should come with the warning "do not try 
this at home".  Mason has flown over 18,000 hours in the Alaska out-
back.  Flying everything and anyone for a price on floats, skis, tundra 
tires and into river beds, lakes and ponds, glaciers, short, soft and rocky 
fields. All this while over loading his Super Cub with everything from 
moose and bear meat, to salmon, hunters, and freight. 
    This guy is the master of the creative field repair as he patches the 
cub after breaking it in mishap encounter after mishap encounter with a 
tree or whatever.. Some duct tape, a coat hanger, a tree branch and 
some bubble gum always seem to save the day. How this guy is still 
alive is a mystery. He ties canoes, and moose carcasses to the outside 
of the cub because there is no room left inside the plane - all while flying 
IFR in a blizzard with the plane over gross and out of CG. His only in-
struments - a compass and airspeed indicator were broken in the last 
accident. (I'm only slightly exaggerating - but you get the idea of the fla-
vor of this book.) 

4) "Flyboys - A True Story of Courage" by James Bradle y. This was a 
best seller and gives you some real insight into the mindset of 
Imperial Japan during the war, and the pivotal part that aviation and 
U.S. pilots made in securing victory over Japan.  The tale of a young 
fly boy named George H. W. Bush who escaped capture after being shot 
down while attacking a radio instillation is especially good. With the 
United States losing about 1000 World War II vets a day now,  this 
story will give you a real appreciation for those Veterans who, as it 
turned out, especially after the collapse of the Soviet Empire, 
literally saved our world.  The book gives great insight into the 
sacrifices made by these men and highlights the debt of gratitude owed 
them. 
 
    For now, lets hope the weather breaks soon and mayb e we can do 
some porch reading after a flight this spring. �
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February IAC 34 Club Meeting – Guest Speaker Giles Henderson is a Hit!
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By Jeff Granger, IAC34 Vice President 

 
 

Last month I talked about the motivation that 
begins and sustains one in competition.  This 
thread was started by a discussion Gordon 
Penner and I had about how to get more peo-
ple involved in the club.  I have recounted my 
experiences leading up to my first contest flight 
in “Getting Started” Sport Aerobatics January 
1997 and thought it might be useful to pick up 
where I left off. 
 

That story ended with the observation that I 
might someday move up a category or to a 
better plane but that whatever happened I 
could always say that I had once competed.  Of 

course one contest or one season is not enough…I wanted to do more and I wanted to do it better.  That meant 
regular practice and some sort of critiquing or coaching which is a scarce commodity in rural Indiana.  The city of 
Logansport where I lived till last July is off the beaten path of aerobatics.  There were a couple of competitors in 
Indianapolis but none in the north central part of the state.   It is an hour flight or more to the nearest chapter in Chi-
cago and a half hour more to our chapter here in my native state.  To add to that my surgical practice put me on call 
every other night and weekend.  
 

So I had no buddy to fly with, couldn’t fly off to camps or practice sessions and couldn’t afford to bring in a famous 
Russian to teach me.   On the plus side my partner on the Skybolt rarely flew it so I had free access to my practice 
aircraft and to a local field in uncontrolled airspace.  I could do my sequence in sight of and within gliding distance 
of KGGP over farmland where we have never had a noise complaint.  This is in stark contrast to our fellow acro 
pilots in the East who are fighting lawsuits over noise.  They may have to fly to a distant site, refuel before practic-
ing and then refuel again before flying home.  That pretty much limits training to the weekends.  (The only request I 
ever got from the local farmers whose homes I flew over was for a call before going up so 
they could get out the lawn chairs and lemonade.) 
 

The other plus is that although I was on call a lot, I didn’t get called in that much.   Even if a 
call did come in while I was getting the plane out or in the air I could have it in the hangar in 
a few minutes and be on the way back to the hospital.  That made it possible to practice al-
most any evening the weather permitted or the kids didn’t have a soccer game.  I was able 
to develop a regular routine scheduling practice flights about 3 afternoons a week through 
the season.  Practice flights usually are only 6 or 7 tenths of an hour.  With preflight and fu-
eling and the drive to the field and back it consumed about 90 minutes per session, a rea-
sonable time away from family that still permitted an evening meal together.   

 

The regularity of practice in the same plane and location allowed me to build rapidly on each 
previous flight and push up the learning curve as well as keeping up G-tolerance.  Without a 
coach I had to find a textbook and work through it teaching myself and refining the maneu-
vers.  As my core aerobatic training was with Bill Thomas I used his books Fly for Fun and 
Fly for Fun to Win.�
� �
Next time: How to Practice.�

����������	
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2009 RED BULL AIR RACES SET FOR TAKE OFF  
Fifteen of the world's top race pilots, including four rookies from four corners of the globe, will compete in the Red 
Bull Air Race World Championship in 2009. The series begins its six-city schedule in Abu Dhabi April 17-18, followed 
by stops in San Diego and Windsor, Ontario, Canada, Budapest, Hungary; Porto, Portugal; and Barcelona, Spain. 
To learn more, visit www.RedBullAirRace.com.��

2009 Aresti System Aerobatic Catalogs Available  
Aresti Systems of Spain has announced the availability of the 2009 Aresti System Aerobatic Catalogs in Power and 
Glider versions. This year introduces a new, less expensive version of the catalog that is good for the 2009 year 
only. This catalog, referred to as the Anti-crisis Catalog, and is available for $20. The Traditional Catalog is the note-
book-style version, in which the pages are replaceable each year with revisions provided by Aresti Systems. The 
2009 Traditional Catalog is available for $57 and the 2009 update for the Traditional Version only is $10 (not needed 
if you purchase either of the two 2009 catalogs). Both catalog versions are available in quantity discounts. The cata-
log may be ordered through the Aresti System website at http://www.arestisystem.com/english/store/books.htm.��

Additional Aresti Catalog Information is provided b y Greg Dungan:  
 
The "Anti-Crisis Version" is a lower cost spiral bound copy of the catalogue compared to the loose-leaf three-ring 
binder version.  However, there were no changes to Part III of the catalogue; that is no additional figures were 
added and none were removed.  The only changes were to Part I, the "description of the Catalogue" necessitated by 
the new convention on hesitation rolls.   
 
Starting in 2009, the catalogue convention for hesitation rolls involving rotations of other than 360 deg, are depicted 
with an "AxB" notation, where A = the number of hesitations and B = the number of hesitations per 360 deg 
of rotation.  The notation for full 360 deg rotations remains the same; that is a complete 4-point roll is depicted with a 
"4" next to the arrowhead; a complete 8-pt roll with an "8" next to the arrowhead.  However, a 3 of 4 hesitation roll 
would be depicted with a "3x4" next to the arrowhead; a 6 of 4 would be depicted with a "6x4" next to the arrowhead, 
etc.  See the attachment.  Their theory is that this change differentiates a 3 of 4 hesitation roll from a 3/4 slow roll in 
a more simple way than previous notation convention.  We'll see if that's true in practice! 
 
IAC members have one year to incorporate the change of notation in their Free programs.  In other words, a Free 
program signed in 2008 or before that is otherwise compliant with Free program rules in Chapter 6, can use that 
2008 or earlier Free program with old notation for 2009 contests.  However, Free programs signed in 2009 and ALL 
Free programs starting in 2010, will have to use the new notation.  

 
2009 Rule Book Available 
For all of you who have been waiting with great anticipation for the 2009 IAC Official Contest Rules book, your wait is 
over! To download, or simply view, the Rule Book, go to the Members Only home page on the IAC Web site 
(www.iac.org), click on the "IAC Contest Rule Book" link under the Contest Information group, and you'll be on the 
download page. At that point there are two ways to download or view the Rule Book:  
 
(1) Click on the "Complete Rule Book" link to download the entire file. It will take about a minute or less to download on 
a broadband connection. 
 
(2) Below that link are two other links which allow those of you with slower Internet connections to download the Rules 
in two pieces. "Part 1" consists of the cover through Chapter 8, and "Part 2" includes all the appendices and index.� 
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IAC Chapter 88 will be hosting a 2 day Judging Scho ol March 28/29.    
“Introduction to Aerobatic Judging”  
     Greg Dungan will be the Instructor.  
      Location is Livingston Co. Airport (KOZW) Basement office.                  
      3480 West Grand River Ave, Howell, MI 48855 
 
Phone: 517-546-6675 / Weather phone: 517-546-4450��
�
Daily Schedule: March 28th:  8am to 4pm and 29th: 8am to 3pm. ��
�
Fees are $70 for both days, $50 for the 2nd day refresher. There is limited seating of 20 for the 
class, so please contact Nancy Wright to pre-register or let her know of your intentions to partici-
pate.nmwright@umich.edu or cell #1-734-320-0656�

May 9                   
Saturday              1-day Advanced Judge's School  
8a-5pm                Hampton Inn, Conference Room,  Marysville Ohio 

                             Guest Instructor, Greg Dungan 
                             Fee $50.00  (pre-registration recommended) 
                             email: penn.lorr@yahoo.com to register 
                             Class open to current judges and non-judge competitors, or anyone  familiar  
                             with Aresti.  
                              
                           
May 10                 1-day AcroCamp  
Sunday                “Let’s FLY”  Union County Airport (MRT), Marysville Ohio 
10a-7pm              Aerobatic box open to competitors and non-competitors alike.    
                             Students and current judges from Advanced Judging school will be available to  
                             critique and provide grading for Achievement Award patches. 
                              
                             Aerobatic students welcome and some aerobatic rides may be available for  
                             general aviation types that would like to see what the world looks like 
                             upside-down in an airplane.  Contact Gordon Penner for instruction or  
                             aerobatic rides. 513-520-6065  gpenner@cinci.rr.com      ��
�
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Name:  ________________________________________              Spouse:_________________________________ 
 
EAA#: ________________________________                        IAC# _______________________________________ 
 
Street Address: __________________________________C ity: _____________________State: ___- Zip:_______ 
 
Telephone: (HM) ___________________________________ _  Cell:______________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ____________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
 

Check All that Apply:                                             Please Send your Check for $20.00 to:  
 
          ___________ Renewal                                                    IAC34 
          ___________ New Member                                             c/o Gordon Penner, IAC34 Treasurer 
          ___________ Change of Address                                   7628 Plainfield Rd 
          ___________ Other Information Change                       Cincinnati, Oh 45236 

 

Please Check one in each Category: 
 
          Newsletter: ____________________ 
          _________  I will read it on the website 
          _________  Please mail me a hardcopy 
 
          My Name:_____________________ 
          _________   Please include it on the 
                               Member page of the website. 
          _________   Don’t include it on the website. 
 
          My Photo ( included with this form ) 
          _________  This photo need to be returned. 
          _________   No need to return the photo. 
 

 
      
      LET US GET TO KNOW YOU 
 
      Airplanes I have flown (owned or rented): 

 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________     

       

International Aerobatic Club Ohio Chapter 34  
New Membership or Renewal Form 

�How I got started in aviation: 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
  
 My experience with aerobatics: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for club activities: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for the website or newslet ter: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________����


