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MID EASTERN REGIONAL FLY-IN

The 42nd annual Mid-Eastern Regional Fly-In is held at Grimes Field
(I74) in Urbana, Ohio. Since the 1960’s members have held a regional
fly-in in Ohio. MERFI is the second oldest regional fly-in in the U.S.

High quality forums, day long aircraft building trades demonstrations,
airport campground, Scout Aviation Badge program, youth activities, pan-
cake breakfasts, shuttles to local attractions and hotels and more.

IAC34 chapter member, Gordon Penner, MCFI-A will be giving his
Stall-Spin Awareness seminar at 1pm on Saturday and Sunday.

The chapter will have booth space and sell water, pop, snacks and
raffle tickets to support the chapter’'s annual Aerobatic Scholarship.

September 2009

We’'ll be working our booth both days—call to sign up for a time you can help.
513-284-5076 or 513-520-6065 or email gpenner@cinici.rr.com.
Especially looking for help at 1pm to 2pm when Gordon is speaking. Thanks!
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DemonsiratomElights:the yood, e had and the UGLY

BY JEFF GRANGER

One of the most powerful tools that a chapter can
have for getting new members interested and enthusiastic
about aerobatics are current members with 2-place aircraft
who are willing to give demonstrations flights. The average
non-aerobatic pilot is curious about our type of flying and
would like to try it perhaps in small doses but is not likely to
go seeking a paid introductory flight. He is likely to turn up,
though, at a chapter event and express a casual interest.
That's the time to get him or her up for an initial demo to en-
hance and demystify the interest in the sport. Itis also a
time when, if the flight is done badly, the interest can be
killed. Two place aerobatic aircraft and owner-pilots willing
to do demos are a rare commaodity and should be mentored
and encouraged.

When | bought into the Skybolt biplane back in 2004
my partner had a tradition of doing rides for the local Kiwanis
on the 4™ of July. They charged 20 bucks a head and pro-
vided the fuel while Bob and | provided the plane and the
piloting. | got accustomed early to taking a lot of strangers
up for short hops over the city. Later, when | got into aero-
batic competition fellow pilots would ask for a ride so they
could see some of the common maneuvers. | quickly found
out that there was a variety of satisfaction with the experi-
ence and started to screen and interview people in a little
more detail before promising a ride. Still, it was difficult to
tell until we got back on the ground if the rider would be rav-
ing about one of the best experiences of his life or heading
for the bushes to throw up.

A big problem with the open cockpit experimental
biplane was the poor communications. The intercom
worked on the ground but not very well in flight as the slip-
stream noise was terrific and blanked out the microphone. |
would brief the front seat passenger to give me a thumbs up
or thumbs down sign each time | tapped him with my foot
and head for the runway whenever | saw the thumbs down.
Even so, there were those who said they would have liked
fewer maneuvers and to be back on the ground sooner. |
learned that it was better to do only five or six figures in a
first time flight and not to do spins, snap rolls or inverted
flight. Better to leave them wanting more rather than less.

In 2000 | went shopping for a new airplane. Some-
thing more reliable than the old Skybolt and able to take me
into Intermediate competition. There were many capable
and economical single place aircraft on the market but |
couldn’t bear the thought of never taking passengers. Some
say that that the best thing about solo flight is the quality of
the social experience but | disagree. Although | spend a
couple of months each year in intensive training for contests
and travelling to contests | also look forward to the post con-
test season. That's the more relaxed time to do fly-in break-
fasts and “acro camps” and fly the scholarship raffle win-
ners. Continued Page 3
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The solution was the Extra 200. Although tight in
the front seat and a little restricted on weight it is
quiet and smooth. The intercom was excellent
and the visibility superb. | began taking friends,
neighbors and prospective aerobats up regularly.
| donated a ride to the chapter scholarship raffle
each year which both supports the scholarship
and introduces the public to the sport. Still, it was
important to know how much to do with the new
rider. | developed a rough guideline that five or
six Sportsman level maneuvers were the maxi-
mum for a first flight. Also, no autorotations
unless it was a very experienced pilot who was
going up specifically to learn spins and snaps.

The result has been a gratifying series of
flights over the years resulting in some very nice
thank you notes and some new pilot competitors
coming into the chapter. | have continued the same process in the 300L which is larger and allows a much greater
range of passengers to ride. The response | want to get is like the one from the raffle winner taken up this spring:

...you took me up for a demo flight a couple of weeks ago. | just wanted to say thank you for a won-
derful experience. Ever since | was a kid, I've lo  ved thrill rides, and up until now, none of themev  er
seemed to take me far enough off the ground. Arid e in your plane was a vast improvement on the
situation. :) It was amazing - you should've heard the way | gushed to my friends at work that after-
noon - and | hope it's an experience | can have aga in someday. Your plane is beautiful and our flight

was smooth and perfect. | only wish | hadn't gotte  n queasy; | would've been happy to stay up
longer.

Or the pilot/engineer taken up at the Bellefontaine meeting:

...l wanted to thank you again for a wonderful experie  nce last weekend. | really appreciate the time
and effort you spent to make it a both memorable an  d comfortable experience and one that | shall
not forget, because it fulfilled a dream | have had since a very small boy. You are truly a great am-
bassador for the sport of aerobatics and | wish you all the best wishes in your future endeavors both
in the air and on the ground.

The key is a comprehensive and unhurried briefing and cockpit orientation and close communication with
the passenger at all times. Maneuvers should be done individually, not linked. Stay close to the airport if possible
and start a smooth, shallow descent to the pattern if the passenger voices any uneasiness.

You'll be the most popular guy at the field.
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IAC34 August Meefing

By Gordon Penner

The IAC34 August meeting took place on Saturday, August 15 at Bellefontaine Airport (KEDJ). We
had a blast and intend to go back. It might even become a regular stop on the IAC 34 express. Thanx to
Steve, Ben and John.

A few years ago we came up with the idea of trying to go somewhere different than normal for one
or two of our meetings. This was also in line with our need for outreach to the regular pilot community, and
to make outreach part of what we are about. Regular pilots need to at least know we exist and that we are
the data base for safe maneuvering information.

As part of our outreach, and to find what things are a good fit for us in this area, we wanted to do
two things. One was to meet somewhere else other than normal, and the other was to increase our public
face. We tried a few public events, like the Dayton Air Show, the Blue Ash Air Show, and MERFI. We
found that the events that were primarily for the general public, like Dayton and Blue Ash really didn't give
us much “bang” for our outreach buck. Even though there were a lot of pilots about, we didn’'t meet very
many of them. Pilot centered events, however, are perfect for us. The first MERFI event was not so hot,
but since it has moved Continued Page 5
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to Urbana and changed focus it is perfect for us. If
MERFI develops into a viable regular event it could be
our regular September stop. But what to do about
August? Hmmmm.

Steve Buchenroth is an aerobatic enthusiast
who is owner and manager of the FBO at to Belfon-
taine airport. They also manage the airport for the
county. He owns a Pitts S-1C that is in beautiful
shape. He is going to go to Bud Davissons’ place in
Arizona to get his arms around the Pitts landing chal-
lenge, and then he will become a fellow addict. He
has seen us at Marysville and one of his people,
Megan Stryker, has been to our acro camps.

Steve was a U.S. Air Force fighter WSO, or
Weapons System Officer, in the F-4 Phantom. That is
the guy in the back seat (GIB!) of a two seat fighter
that runs the targeting radar, the Electronic Warfare
sensing and jamming systems, the weapons, and
constantly “Checks Six “ to keep them alive. WSO'’s
are Navigators who, after competitively winning one of
the few fighter slots available, go to the specialized
schools for their craft. The British call them “Fast
Nav’'s” and consider them a very valuable resource.
The reason | know a few things about this job is be-
cause | was thinking about it before | went instead
down the Military Flight Engineer route toward a civil-
ian airliner cockpit. Imagine the twisting and turning
Steve got in that job!!

The members present were; Eric Bachschei-
der, Chris Keegan, Jeff Granger, Chuck Johnson, Kurt
Fada, Greg Kuehner, Bill Webber, Dale & Drew
Minton, Gordon & Lorrie Penner and guests; Andy &
Andrew Stringfellow, as well as airport employees—
Ben and John and airport owner Steve.

The meeting was energetic and friendly. It
was like we were all old friends already. The atmos-
phere there is just right for us. After Chris Keegan
and Jeff Granger talked, | gave a rundown on the new
goings on with the FAA Safety Team, or FAAST, and
the faasafety.gov website, and SAFE (The new Soci-
ety for Aviation and Flight Educators), of which | am a
Bronze member, and a few other safety things. Most
then went out to the flight line for the rides and activi-
ties you see in the pictures. By request | got down
and dirty with their flight instructors about Stalls, Spins
and Upset Training and, due to Steve, found them
way more knowledgeable than most CFI's. This is not
the Standard Antiseptic Flight School | warn about.

A fun meeting. | want to go back!
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By Gordon Penner

By this time all of you have heard that IAC President Vicki Cruse
“....perished in a plane crash while participating at the World Aerobatic
Championships in England...” on August 22". We are all saddened
when any of our number has “Gone West,” especially if they die while en-
gaged in our shared addiction. | think, however, that we should treat this
like an Irish wake, celebrating her life and her choice to use our particular
addiction to engage life and “amp it up.”

| am always impressed by, in Marine Corp vernacular, those who
overcome, adapt, and improve. By doing those things, more often than
not, one will prevail. The other thing is tenacity. When getting knocked
down or going through a setback, most people stop. | am always im-
pressed by that small number that keep getting up and going back into
the fight time after time. Vicki was one of those people.

As a President of the IAC in turbulent times Vicki hung on to do the best for us. That was some-
times difficult as the EAA has been going through a gigantic restructuring effort. Some of those things
that EAA wanted to do might have been great for the EAA, but they were not so good for the IAC. The
IAC is such a small division of the EAA, but Vicki hung on and kept fighting for us and for aerobatics.
She kept getting back up off the mat and never gave up. Tenacity.

| am most impressed by those who overcome a fear of flying. One of our Chapter 34 people,
Melissa Fohl, was PETRIFIED of stalls and spins. She almost gave up flying altogether because of
them. She is an Aeronautical Engineer but was still quite fearful. So she made stalls and spins the fo-
cus of her Masters thesis. She buried herself in the subject of her fear. Now she has gone through
aerobatic training with us here at Stewarts and loves it. She even did
time in a Pitts Special in Florida, getting turned every which way but
loose. Now she is addicted.

Similarly, Vicki got her Private Pilots’ license but was ready to give
up flying because she still felt quite fearful. But instead of walking away
from the fear, she walked toward it. That is ultimately the best way. But
she also did it intelligently. She got extra training, and she got the right
kind of training. She went through the Emergency Maneuver Training
program with Rich Stowell, and later got aerobatic training. That broke it
all loose for her.

Remember, Vicki was this tiny thing of about 5 foot 1, at maybe
100 Ibs soaking wet. She had kind of a quite, studious nature. That
might have made people underestimate her.

Vicki had about 2500 hours of flight time, almost all of it in
tailwheel aircraft. She was the Sportsman Category National
Champion for 1998. She was the Intermediate Division champion
at the Championships of the Americas in 2000, She became the
first woman to qualify to race in the sport class at the National
Championship Air Races in Reno, She was a member of the U.S.
National World Aerobatic Team in 2002, 2004, 2006, and 2009,
and she was the U.S. Unlimited National Champion in 2007.
There was a bit of overcoming and adapting in there somewhere!
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Chapter 34's Melissa Fohl, aviation enthusiast and fellow aerobatic
addict, was in a car crash about 3 weeks ago. She is at home, is OK but
banged up, and is on the mend.

She got to be part of a not-fun sandwich. The person behind her hit
her, causing her to hit the person in front of her. That means she got hit pretty
hard. Our thoughts go out to her as she mends enough to be able to get back
to flying. Good luck, Melissal!
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| had arranged a vacation to see my Mom and relatives in Wichita. | also wanted to find some de-
cent aviation places to go to when | visit in the future. In the past | had gone to the big FBO at Wichita
Mid-Continent and got a C-172. Expensive and unsatisfying. This time I tried to find a Glider Operation,
and was rewarded with Skylark gliderport, a grass field northeast of town with the friendliest people. They
were super-nice to my mother, who has Parkinsons, and great in helping her in and out of the glider. We
had a blast there and | even did glider aerobatics for the first time. It is out in the country and is a great
place to just sit on a summer day. |
took my mom and cousin for a ride, did
two aerobatic flights, and Lorrie also did
a glider flight. If you are ever down that
way you should try them out. There is
also the Sunflower glider club northwest
of town which is also recommended. |
will try to find a taildragger operation
when | go back next time.

| flew in a 2-seat Grob 103 and
found that glider aerobatics are much
harder in some ways than airplane
aerobatics. It sure was nice doing loops
under the bubble canopy. | am used to
looking through the top of a Decathalon.
With no prop blast over the tail the rud-
der on the Hammerhead must be put in
almost before you hit vertical or you will
not have enough control authority to get
you around. That is with a 120 knot en-
try speed, which is not far from the red-
line. I also found that | didn't hardly
need any opposite aileron after the rud-
der was input, and | didn’t need forward
stick for the rotation because there are
no propeller gyroscopics to fight! In the
end | produced some decent Hammer-
heads.
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Believe it or not, the rolls were
the hardest thing. You cannot
use standard slow roll tech-
nigues, at least not with the big
wings on the Grob. | even had
difficulty getting a roll to come out
using Bob Hoover-type aileron
roll techniques. All my rolls were
terrible! Maybe | will have to use
a barrel roll technique.

Alas, with no engine you
run out of altitude and it is time to
land. For a mere 100 dollars | got
a tow to 5000 ft AGL, a Grob 103
to play with, and Aaron, my in-
structor. Not a bad deal. Goto
www.soarkansas.org, where you
will find info for both the Sun-
flower glider club and SLT, or Sky Larks

Towplane. | really liked them and their atmosphere. | would like to become a quasi-regular there.

On the way home we stopped in Oklahoma City to see my friend Dave Luse. He was my origi-
nal instructor in the Osan Air Base, Korea aero club in 1979 and is now a 747 Captain for Polar Air
Cargo. He lives on the Twin Lakes airpark and we flew his C-182 around Oklahoma City. Lorrie did the
flying, and this is the biggest thing she has ever flown. She did two good landings, commented on the
heavy feel, and wondered why in the hell Cessna built an instrument panel so tall no one can see over
it! Good question! A most excellent adventure.

(7 47 '8"' 0
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The Oshkosh Experience

21 #

One of the events my wife and | really enjoy each year is Oshkosh ; it really is the Mecca of avia-
tion. What we really treasure are the friendships we have made over the last 15 years of attend-
ing. Itis the common theme of aviation that brings this group of people together year after year
so they can share their passion with one another. If you have never been to Oshkosh , then you
are really missing a good time. This year | tried to capture a small portion of the essence of Osh-

kosh in a few pictures. | hope you enjoy viewing them, and if you have never been to Oshkosh ,
maybe these will encourage you to go.
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Visit Our 2009 Contest Sponsors




Volume 7, Issue 9

IAC34 Member,

Kevin Edwards can hook you up with
Vacation Rental Homes in
Tennessee on beautiful Norris Lake.
Check out his website for
homes and prices:

NorrisLakeVacationRental.com

Express 2000
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Dinner Flide for Two in a Cirrus!

Trip destination dependent on winner location.
Pilot: Chris Keegan - IAC34 President
Chris is a private pilot who flies a DR109 for recreation,
fun and air shows.

Aerobatic Ride in a Decathlon
Pilot: Gordon Penner
Professionally he flies for a cargo carrier as a captain in a
DCS8. He is a CFl and teaches a Beginning Aerobatic and
Emergency Maneuver Training Courses.

Pitts S2B Aerobatic Ride

Loop, spin and roll.
Pilot: Eric Backscheider
IAC34 Board of Director Member. Eric is a Private pilot who
flies aerobatics for fun and competition.

Etra 300L Aerobatic Ride
Pilot: IAC34 VP, Jeff Granger
For one person up to ¥z hour. (weight limit 180Ibs and

under 6ft. tall. 21-65 yrs. old)  Dual controls. You can
fly as you wish or just hold on for the ride.
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IAC 34 Raffle Ticket

Name:

Address:

City/Zip:

Phone:

e-Mail:

Send to:
IAC 34 Scholarship Committee
7628 Plainfield Rd.
Cincinnati, Oh 45236

IAC 34 - Raffle Ticket
Proceeds support The IAC34 2009 Aerobatic Scholarship.
PRIZES
Grand Prize: Cirrus Dinner Flight for Two!
Aerobatic Rides - Decathlon, Extra 300, Pitts S2B

Prizes to be drawn at the IAC34 November Club Meeting
(Need NOT be present to win.)

Tickets: $4.00/each or 3 for $10.00
Thank you for your support!
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International Aerobatic Club Ohio Chapter 34
New Membership or Renewal Form

EAA#:

Street Address: State: - Zip:

Telephone: (HM)

Email Address:

Check All that Apply: Please Send your Check for $20.00 to:

Renewal IAC34

New Member c/o Gordon Penner, IAC34 Treasurer
Change of Address 7628 Plainfield Rd

Other Information Change Cincinnati, Oh 45236

Please Check one in each Category: ) o
How | got started in aviation:
Newsletter:
I will read it on the website
Please mail me a hardcopy

My Name:

Please include it on the
Member page of the website. My experience with aerobatics:
Don't include it on the website.

My Photo (included with this form )
This photo need to be returned.
No need to return the photo.

Suggestions or comments for club activities:

LET US GET TO KNOW YOU

Airplanes | have flown (owned or rented):

Suggestions or comments for the website or newslet ter:




