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     Once again, the Ohio contest has come and gone and once again with great 
success. Forty or so volunteers worked their hind ends off for three days of wind 
and storms and heat for 8-12 hours a day to make it happen. The undertaking to 
put 96 flights through the box over three days is significant. Without all those who 
gave their time and talent because of their love of flying and this sport, it just 
doesn't happen. 
     Thank you to all who helped in any way.  Chapter 34 even made a small 
profit.  With that profit we made, we could have afforded to pay the volunteers 
1/2 cent per hour each for their time. ��
�� Thursday practice was slowed a bit by inclement weather, but most all made 
it to the field by mid afternoon. Friday, competition day one, was delayed by low 
clouds but we got going early afternoon as well. Fifteen (yes 15) Intermediate 
pilots and all other categories flew once that day - 33 planes in all.  We woke 
Saturday morning to violent thunderstorms which in time gave way to early  
afternoon flying.�                                                         …..continued on page 3  
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Picnic By the Pond and Young Eagles Rides 

     The July meeting will take place on Saturday, July 25 beginning 
at 9am in the training room at Red Stewart Airfield (40I).  The meet-
ing will begin at 9am with ground school for Cincinnati boyscout 
troop #617, led by Gordon Penner.   
     Beginning sometime after lunch IAC34 members will give young 
eagle rides to the boyscouts.  The boy scouts attending this event 
are between the ages of 11-13. 
     The boys will be grilling their own hotdogs with sticks they have 
whittled just for this purpose.  Lunch time will be rather casual during 
and after Young Eagles rides.  Pop and water provided. IAC34 
members may bring potluck or purchase sandwiches or pizza.       
     An alternative activity while waiting for the scouts are waiting for 
their airplane ride will be conducted by IAC34 member, Steve Thibodaux.  Steve will guide the scouts 
through a preflight of an aircraft, which is one of their aviation badge activities.     
     After the Young rides are all complete, Gordon will be giving the boy scouts a “debrief” from their 
flights and continuing with some ground instruction and information about careers in aviation. 
     This will conclude the official part of the meeting.  Members of IAC34 with aerobatic planes may fly 
aerobatics overhead (above 1500ft AGL) at this time by signing up on an Order of Flight clipboard. 
     We are still looking for more pilots to give t he young eagles rides.   Additionally we need at 
least two ground crew people to introduce the boys to their pilot and conduct them on and off 
the airplanes.  
     If you are interested in participating please contact Lorrie Penner as soon as possible: 
penn.lorr@yahoo.com or call 513-791-7331.      
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Contest continued from front page……. 

     Intermediate and Primary finished their 3rd flight Saturday. 
Everyone got three flights at this contest, one indicator of suc-
cess. Sunday, reserved as a rain day, was used  to give Sports-
man, Advanced, and Unlimited their third flight.��
�����  No contest is complete without food and for eats we 
had the traditional Friday night banquet with prime rib, 
chicken and trimmings and  pizza Saturday night and 
sandwiches Sunday during the awards ceremony.  On –
site Friday and Saturday lunches were provided by  
Island Girl and her food coach. The new addition of  
Terriaki burgers was highly appreciated. 
     The least coveted award, the "Fickle Finger of Flying" 
was presented.  Greg Dungan was all too eager to divest 
himself of his one year reign. Doug Bartlett was the lucky 
recipient this year for pushing his Edge 540 into two brightly 
painted (yellow) poles on the ramp dinging up his ailerons. He 
accepted with a broad smile and a hand raised in a victory salute.��
�����Many local citizens turned out to watch the contest each day. 
I'd guess at least 100 or more came and went during the contest. 
(Lorrie says she made 180 programs and they all disappeared by 
Saturday afternoon.) Jeff Granger has been nominated for a noble 
prize for the concept of using a 
bicycle to move around and direct the contest.  Gordon and Lorrie 
Penner, the backbone of our club and this contest, labored tire-
lessly behind the scenes for the months leading to the event and 
during the contest to make it all work out.    
The local Citizens Air Patrol (CAP) was present with several vol-
unteers who did some of the toughest jobs for 
three days.��
�
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����� There is no contest without pilots and we were 
all pleased with the turn out. We thank you, and ap-
preciate that you pilots all volunteer mightily to 
make these events work.  The fun and camaraderie 
we all have makes it worth while. Thanks again to 
all for a great effort.�����
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Greater Dayton EAA activities update 
The GDEAA is gearing up to once again attend the 
Dayton Airshow on July 18-19 .  A meeting of the 
chapter representatives will take place in June, date to 
be determined.  If you are interested in representing 
IAC34 as part of the GDEAA  or in participating in the 
Dayton Airshow you may contact Robert Luken at 
rpluken@earthlink.net  
 
Other GDEAA activities you may volunteer for or par-
ticipate in will be: 

 
Camping at Oshkosh July 27– Aug 2  - EAA284 or-
ganized camping with EAA974 (Hamilton Co.) 
EAA974 has a member that goes up early and stakes 
out a nice spot. 

 

Combined Young Eagles Day— Proposed date is 
September 19 at Moraine Airpark. Partnering with 
Tuskegee Airmen and Dayton School Systems. 

Looking for another free service on the web?  While 
looking for something else, I stumbled on FltPlan.com 
 
You have to do a short registration, but once done I 
found the flight planning very easy and fast.  You can 
fill in basic information or get more detailed depending 
on your needs. 
 
I especially liked the enroute weather fearture and the 
interactive Airport/FBO, which has a sectional and 
google-type map you can move and magnify. 
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           Thank you all for making the Ohio Aerobatic   
                     Open a great success in 2009!  

PrimeAero Personnel: Lee, Gary and Ed—couldn't have done it without you !!! 

CDs:  Jeff Granger and Chris Keegan 

Starters:  Caleb Vernick,  Patty Anderson, Brian Cooper, Dale Minton, Robb Butts 

Safety Tech: Gordon Penner, Jeff Granger, Emerson Stewart, Steve Thibodaux and Brian Cooper  

Registration:  Lorrie Penner, Laura Buescher, Jayne Kuehner 

Scoring: Valerie Thibodaux, Carol Granger, Peggy Messenger  

Snack/Ice Coordinator: “Iceman”, Kurt Fada and assistant Laura 

Box Master for Thursday:  Caleb Vernick 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Nancy Wright 

Boundary Judge Coordinator:  Kurt Fada 

Greeter:  Eugene Neds 

Boundary Judges;  Purdue students—Nick ; Ashley Fehrenbach; Steve Thibodaux, Eric Backscheider, 

Ryan Ott, Doug Bartlett, Alex (Purdue)  

Odd Jobs:  Dale Minton; Jayne Kuehner, CAP: Doug, Keith and CAP Cadets 

Setup/Cleanup Crew: Chris Keegan, Jeff Granger, Gordon and Lorrie Penner, Steve Thibodaux, Brian 

Cooper, Valerie Thibodaux 

Mentors;  Brett Hunter, Chris Keegan, Eric Backscheider 

Chief Judge;  Greg Dungan  

Chief Judge Assistants:  Jim Hogg: Sandy Langworthy, Valerie Thibodaux, Lorrie Penner, Robb Butts, 

Bill Weber 

Judges:  Patty Anderson, Sandy Langworthy, Giles Henderson, Hugo Ritzenthaler, Doug Bartlett, 

Gordon Penner, Dave Underwood, Dale Evans, Cynthia Lyons, Wayne Buescher, Steve Johnson, 

Wayne Baker, Giles Henderson, Rob Butts 

Assist Judges:  Caleb Vernick, Robb Butts, Ed Larkin, Randy Wolfe, Greg Kuehner, Chuck Walker, Bill 

Ludwig, Ashley Messenger, Andrew Godbold, Bill Marinangel, Sandy Langworthy 

Recorders;  Dale Minton, Greg Kuehner, John Miller, Robert (Purdue),  Bill Weber, Alice Johnson, Kim 

Wolfe, Jamie Popp, Missy Fohl, Tom McNeil, Eric Backscheider, Andy Ernewein, Darrick (Purdue) 
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Reynolds Field 
(JXN): Jackson, MI �
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Contest Director: Robb Butts����E-Mail: rtbutts@iac88.org��
Primary Phone: 734-255-2263��
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Salem/Leckrone 
Airport (SLO): 
 Salem, Illinois��
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Contest Director: Bruce Ballew������E-Mail: bruceballew@earthlink.net��
Primary Phone: 314.369.3723��
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Spencer Municipal 
Airport (KSPW): 
Spencer, Iowa��
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Contest Director: Mike Niccum����E-Mail: pgnic@aol.com 
Primary Phone: 952-239-7114��
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��July 27—August 2     OSHKOSH, Wisconsin 

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh is an international gathering place for aviation 
enthusiasts. An AirVenture participant can study the latest aircraft and 
innovations; discover new ideas and techniques from the nearly 1,000 
forums and workshops; see aviation's top personalities; or just talk air-
planes with people from around the world.   www.airventure.org �
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An Ode to Checklists, and To Not Busting Your A__! 
By Gordon Penner, FAA Gold Seal CFI, NAFI Master CFI-A 

 
 Checklists.  Airplanes.  Personalities.  In my aerobatic, tailwheel, and glider flying worlds, as op-
posed to my airline world, I have found more varied kinds of individuals.  In addition, the above individuals 
are usually flying aircraft which have less in the way of checklists or procedures.  Add in the fact that aero-
batic, tailwheel, and glider flying are usually a hobby.  Now throw in work, family, and other ground con-
cerns that try to intrude into the inner sanctum of flying.  All of these elements scream for the creation of 
some kind of checklists or procedures, printed or not, and for the discipline to always use them.  No mat-
ter what kind of flying we do, no matter what is going on in our ground lives, or what kind of personality we 
might have, our lives depends on getting the safety details of flight right. 
 Getting ready for an aero- batic or glider competition, an aero-
batic practice, or a glider cross coun- try gives the pilot a whole lap-full of 
considerations that distract from the basic flying of the aircraft.  For in-
stance, in the Extras many have gone into the competition or practice 
box having forgotten to switch to the aerobatic fuel tank, only to have the 
engine subsequently quit when the airplane departed from level flight!   

Having printed checklists or procedures in lighter, less “official-
type” airplanes is usually unlikely, especially if the aircraft is experi-
mental or if it is older.  Any official checklists are minimal or none at all.  
And, where do you put it?  Should you use a mnemonic (covered be-
low) checklist or do you make up a printed checklist of your own?  
Whatever you do is up to you, but all the safety commentary from 100 
years of flight says that you must have something!   
 In the April, 2009 issue of “Flying” magazine columnist Tom 
Benenson wrote a great article called “Making A List, Checking It 
Twice” in his “Airwork” column.  He was giving a Flight Review to none other than Richard Collins.  He 
commented that being able to find something to correct in Supreme Aviation Poo-Bah Collins was “…as 
likely as my winning the Red Bull Air Race tour.”  He did, however, notice that Jedi Master Collins was not 
using a printed checklist and commented on it.  “Richard was not cha-
grined.  He responded by saying something like, “You’re absolutely 
right.  It is important to use a checklist.  But you’re wrong that I’m not 
using one.”  “Huh?”   

“Turned out Richard used his panel itself as the checklist.  
Starting at the lower left corner he touched each item as he moved 
across the panel and down the pedestal checking them off.”  Richard 
Collins was using what some call the “touch” system checklist, which 
has been used by fighter pilots and others since the 30’s.  Notice that 
it is systematic, repeatable, and reliable.   
 We must also note the difference between the “doing” action 
and the “checking” action.  “Doing” is the physical action of moving 
the knob, looking at the indicator, or flipping the switch.  The 
“Checking” action is verification that a particular action has been com-
pleted.  Most people combine both actions and make the “checklist” a 
“do-list,” but they can be split.  Once a pilot is experienced with an 
aircraft they can       
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The owner of the 
first flight school I 

worked at killed himself 
and his wife because he 
took off in a hurry with 

his controls locked.  …...I 
never  take the runway for 
takeoff without “stirring 
the pot,” i.e. moving all 3 
flight controls, to ensure 

they are free. 
 Gordon Penner 
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“flow” their hands through the cockpit in 
any order and flip the switches to the correct positions.  How-
ever, the “checking” action must be done systematically, in 
order, and the same way every time.  This is the life-saving 
discipline.  If an item is not done, don’t go past it in this 
“checking” action until that item can be completed.  The 
chances of remembering to come back to the skipped item are 
abysmally low.  Was Richard Collins using the panel “touch” 
system as “checklist,” checking his work after the switch-
flipping was done, or was he using the panel “touch” system 
as a “do-list?”  It doesn’t matter.  Either way is fine as long as 
it is done the same way, EVERY time. 

The preflight can be done in a similar, “touch,” way.  
Mr. Benenson does what I do for the preflight, and that is use 
the aircraft itself as the checklist.  I always start in the same 
place and end in the same place.  I always go the same direc-
tion around the aircraft every time.  Also I break up the airplane into 5 major areas for the preflight:  the 
cockpit, each wing, the nose, and the tail.  If I get interrupted in the middle of a major area, I start again 
at the beginning of that major area to make sure I didn’t miss anything.  If I am unsure, distracted, or 
feeling out of sorts I might just start over. 

A Mnemonic checklist is one that uses the letters in a common word or letter series.  Mnemonic 
checklists are just as good as a printed checklist as long as the letters are done in order.  In light planes 
I was taught to use the “CIGAR” checklist (C-Controls and Carb Heat, I-Instruments, G-Gas, A-Airplane 
General, and R-Runup) for my Before Takeoff Checklist, and “GUMPS” (G-Gas, U-Undercarriage, M-
Mixture, P-Prop control, S-Seatbelts, Shoulder Harnesses, and Switches) for my Before Landing Check-
list.  For the simpler airplanes these work just fine.  We have similar things in the glider world, like 
ABBCCCDDE for the Before Takeoff Checklist and USTALL for the Before Landing Checklist.  But, 
again, they must be done EVERY time and in order. 

If I’m doing multiple takeoffs and landings without shutting the engine off, since I don’t have to do 
the runup again I will do the “CG” mnemonic checklist as my Before Takeoff Checklist on the 2nd and 
subsequent takeoffs.  “CG” is the letters “C” and “G” (C-Controls and Carb Heat, G-Gas) from the CI-
GAR checklist described above.  G-Gas means Mixture-Rich, Fuel-On, Fuel Quantity-Checked, and 
Primer-Locked.  Lack of fuel is still the number one reason people crash airplanes, so I check the fuel 
level and fuel system elements before every takeoff.  
Also, the owner of the first flight school I worked at 
killed himself and his wife because he took off in a 
hurry with his controls locked.  There are numerous 
stories of controls being jammed by foreign objects.  I 
never take the runway for takeoff without “stirring the 
pot,” i.e. moving all 3 flight controls, to ensure they are 
free. 

 Further in his article, Tom Benenson 
points out that under “Applicant’s Use of Checklists” 
the PTS states:  “Throughout the practical test, the 
applicant is evaluated on the use of an appropriate 
checklist.  Proper use is dependent on the specific 
TASK being evaluated.  The situation may be such 
that the use of the checklist, while accomplishing ele-
ments of an Objective, would be either unsafe or im-
practical, especially in a single-pilot operation.   
   …..continued on page 12  
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Looking for a place to take your 
next FAA written exam?      
     When you are in a position, as most 
of us are or a family member or a friend, 
to take an FAA written test for a new 
pilot’s license or upgrading to the next, 
go on over to Xenia (Lewis A Jackson 
Regional Airport I19) and have IAC34 
member, Steve Thibodaux set it up for 
you. 
     Steve is licensed to provide the FAA 
testing in his classroom at the airport. In 
addition, you can also sign up for simu-
lator time, get training for an instrument 
rating or prep for a biennial flight review. 
     You can contact Steve  
      by phone: 937-602-6439  

In this case, a review of the checklist after the elements have been accomplished would be appropriate.  
Division of attention and proper visual scanning should be considered when using a checklist….”  Do the 
checklist, but always remember to fly the airplane! 
 Also, what about emergencies??  Is there something from 
the manufacturer, like a manual?  If there is, is it user friendly?  
Should you make a printed card?  There are a lot of ways to han-
dle this area, but make sure that you give it some thought.   

As a final comment on the need for some type of checklist 
I submit the following:  After retiring from NASA in 1982, Mercury 
7 and Apollo/Soyuz Astronaut, later NASA Director of Flight Crew 
Operations Donald K. “Deke” Slayton got into air racing in the 
Formula 1 class.  He raced at about 3 races a year, including 
Reno each year, from 1982 until 1991.   

His autobiography, “Deke!,” which was written right be-
fore his death in 1993, contained many “other voices.”  The fol-
lowing comments are excerpts from John “Dusty” Dowd, who 
raced with Deke in Formula 1.  “….Another time I gave him hell 
because he wouldn’t put a checklist in the aircraft.  So there was 
a time in Cleveland when he and Bobbie (his wife-ed.) had come 
in late and someone else had checked out the airplane.  He took 
off and got about halfway down the runway and realized he’d for-
gotten to turn the fuel on.  With his reflexes, he was able to get it 
on and keep flying, and proceeded to qualify.”   

“When he got back to the hangar, he came up to me and 
asked if I had any tape.  “What for?”  “Thought I’d make a G__ 
D___ checklist.” ” 
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IAC34 Member, Kevin Edwards can hook you up 
with Vacation Rental Homes in  

Tennessee on beautiful Norris Lake.  
Check out his website for homes and prices:  

NorrisLakeVacationRental.com   

�����1�B�S�B�D�I�V�U�F�T���'�P�S���4�B�M�F 

The owner of skydive Columbus asked me 
to advertise 2 Softie seat pack parachutes 
he has for sale. He says they are in good 
condition, reasonably new and will be 
cheap.  
Anyone interested can contact him directly 
thru the web site, or thru me. 
http://skydivecmh.com/ 
 
I have no financial benefit from this sale. 
Tom Lester  telstar46@gmail.com  �
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Name:  ________________________________________              Spouse:_________________________________ 
 
EAA#: ________________________________                        IAC# _______________________________________ 
 
Street Address: __________________________________C ity: _____________________State: ___- Zip:_______ 
 
Telephone: (HM) ___________________________________ _  Cell:______________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ____________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
 

Check All that Apply:                                             Please Send your Check for $20.00 to:  
 
          ___________ Renewal                                                    IAC34 
          ___________ New Member                                             c/o Gordon Penner, IAC34 Treasurer 
          ___________ Change of Address                                   7628 Plainfield Rd 
          ___________ Other Information Change                       Cincinnati, Oh 45236 

 

Please Check one in each Category: 
 
          Newsletter: ____________________ 
          _________  I will read it on the website 
          _________  Please mail me a hardcopy 
 
          My Name:_____________________ 
          _________   Please include it on the 
                               Member page of the website. 
          _________   Don’t include it on the website. 
 
          My Photo ( included with this form ) 
          _________  This photo need to be returned. 
          _________   No need to return the photo. 
 

 
      
      LET US GET TO KNOW YOU 
 
      Airplanes I have flown (owned or rented): 

 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________     

       

International Aerobatic Club Ohio Chapter 34  
New Membership or Renewal Form 

�How I got started in aviation: 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
  
 My experience with aerobatics: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for club activities: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for the website or newslet ter: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________����


