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     The weather could have been better on Saturday July 25, but the scouts still 
had a great time.  One of their Scout leaders, John Greinwald, sent a thank you: 
 
     “Troop 617 would like to give our heartfelt thanks to all involved in the Young 
Eagles program.  The scouts (and leaders) had a great time at Stewart Air Field.  
We really appreciated your flexibility with the challenging weather we had.  You 
went above and beyond to make us feel welcome and get our flights in.  The 
feedback from the scouts was fantastic.  This will be an experience they will re-
member forever.  We can’t thank you enough for the hard work you put into this 
program.  … the scouts of Troop 617 are in your debt. “ 
 
     The morning began at 9am with a welcome from Secretary Penner and an 
introduction to the scout’s aviation instructor for the morning, IAC34 member 
and CFI, Steve Thibodaux.  Steve immediately grabbed the attention of the 
scouts by showing them a video of a seemingly innocent flight that quickly 
turned hilarious when the dog in the backseat of a small plane floated into view 
during a negative G maneuver. 
 
     Steve was a last minute stand-in for Gordon Penner, who developed the 
Power Point program based on the scout aviation badge requirements.  Gordon 
was called at the last minute by his work and had about 30 minutes to brief 
Steve on the presentation. 
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     Steve heroically continued on, like the professional he is.  The boys received  
information about aerodynamics, aviation careers, certificates and ratings, different 
class and categories of aircraft and some fun experiments to keep them entertained.  
Thanks to Ashley Fehrenbach for her assistance during the flights and in class with the scouts.  
     In between passing rain showers and variable gusting winds, Chris Keegan, Lorrie Penner and later, 
Gordon Penner (upon his return from work)  gave the boy scouts their Young Eagles flights.  We were 
able to get 12 out of the 16 flights before a dense fog descended on the field. 
     The boy scouts came prepared with sandwich makings for all of us for lunch.  They served the volun-
teers of  IAC34 first and we all took a nice 30 minute lunch with plenty of visiting all around.    
     One of the aviation badge requirements is to pre-flight an airplane.  Some were given the opportunity 
to do their pre-flight at the aircraft they flew in, a Cirrus and two Cessna 150s and some did their pre-
flights at the Penner hangar on the Decathlon. 
   Over all, scouts and IAC34er’s had a great time and all of the scouts passed their test with 70% or  
better to earn their aviation badge!  Thanks to all who helped! 
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     The IAC34 August meeting will now take place on Saturday, August 15.  Also, another 
change is the location, which will now take place at Bellefontaine Airport (KEDJ).  
www.airnav.com/airport/KEDJ   
 
     The IAC34 Board of Directors have spent some time looking at additional Ohio area airports 
at which club members would be welcome to practice aerobatics.  Steve Buchenroth, owner of 
Midwest Corporate Air, is in the process of working on an aerobatic box waiver at Bellefontaine 
and is very receptive to other aerobatic—minded folks to fly into Bellefontaine.  Steve is the 
owner of a Pitts S1C and interested in getting more involved in aerobatic activities 

 
We will meet at 11am, see 
who shows up and order 
either pizza or Subway. $5 
donation is requested.  
 See you there!      

www.midwestcorporateair.com   
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     Kurt Fada and I tried to get down for the meeting last Saturday in spite of the weather.  We really gave 
it "the old college try" dodging rain showers west of Springfield.  Eventually we came up against a solid 
black wall of clouds and lightning and had to turn back.  It was Kurt's first time seeing a thunderstorm from 
the air and was instructive for that at least.��
     To soothe our disappointment we went out again Sunday when the weather was much better and flew 
up to Put-In-Bay (3W2).  It was a delightful 25 minute flight across northern Ohio to South Bass Island.  
The strip there is short, only ~2800 ft, and there was a fair crosswind but we got the mains on all right and 
stood on the brakes.  After the Extra was secured we rented a golf car and drove into town to see the 

Perry Victory Monument 
and the harbor town.  You 
can drive the whole island 
in an hour or two.  It is sort 
of like the Key West of 
Ohio.  Lots of restaurants 
and bars on the water-
front.  The rural parts of 
the island have vineyards 
and B & Bs.��
      After a tasty perch 
sandwich we headed back 
to KMRT.  The autopilot 
was acting up again but 
the Kurt-o-matic in the front 
seat allowed me to stretch 
out and relax on the return 
flight.  Not such a bad 
weekend after all.��
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Flying with MS 
                                         By Gordon Penner  

 

     Flying is not what we do.  It is who we are.  The love 
of flying and the desire to keep doing it makes us alive and 
can be a tremendous motivator.  My mother and my father-
in-law have Parkinson's’ Disease.  As one who has had to 
go along with my mother through this radical change in life 
direction I was already primed to be affected by an article 
about flying with MS.  It really made me think about what I 
would do to keep flying.  It also made me think about how 
flying can be the motivator for adapting and overcoming a 
devastating diagnosis. 

Meg Godlewski’s article in the February ’09 issue of General Aviation News, “Overcoming MS 
and Fulfilling a Dream,” is about Tim Garrett.  He grew up around airplanes, became an aeronautical en-
gineer, and got his Private Pilots License in 1983.  Then, according to Godlewski, “Around 1987 Garrett 
began to experience numbness on one side of his body.  At just 27, he was diagnosed with Multiple Scle-
rosis (MS), a chronic neurological disease with no cure.” Obviously the diagnosis was devastating. 

Tim says “I remember my doctor told me, ‘you are probably going to face disability, you may end 
up in a wheel chair’ he says.  The diagnosis and predictions like that lead to depression and there is that 
fear of losing control of your life and losing your dreams.” 

Meg says “Garrett stopped flying for a few years, then gradually, as he learned to manage the 
symptoms, began the process of returning to the sky.”  His desire to fly drove him to go through the proc-
ess of 1000 paper cuts at the Oklahoma City paper mill, and all the medical tests that go with that.  It 
took a long while but he got a special issuance third class medical. 

In 2000 the new drug Copazone came onto the market.  “Copazone can be used to slow down 
the progression of the disease” says Tim.  “The drug therapy helps you stay in control of your life and do 
what you want, including following your dreams.” 

He built a Zenith Zodiac XL, now based at IH0 airport in Missouri.  The factory was quite helpful 
and building the aircraft became a family affair.  Meg says that “As far as Garrett knows, he is the only 
person living with MS who has built and is actively flying his own airplane.” 

Tim says “I want to inspire other MS patients.  I can show people that you don’t have to give up.  
 I have 340 hours now 
and approximately 70% 
of that time came after I 
was diagnosed with MS.”  
Talk about chasing a 
dream! 

I believe the Lord 
gave us flying for self-
discovery, as well as for 
the sheer joy it brings.   
      
     The way to not get 
complacent about fly-
ing is to think what our 
life would be without it.  
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Spencer Municipal 
Airport (KSPW): 
Spencer, Iowa��
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Contest Director: Mike Niccum����E-Mail: pgnic@aol.com 
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IAC34 Member,  
Kevin Edwards can hook you up with  

Vacation Rental Homes in  
Tennessee on beautiful Norris Lake.  

Check out his website for  
homes and prices:  

NorrisLakeVacationRental.com   
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Dinner Flide for Two in a Cirrus!  
Trip destination dependent on winner location. 

Pilot: Chris Keegan - IAC34 President 
Chris is a private pilot who flies a DR109 for recreation, 

fun and air shows.�

Aerobatic Ride  in a Decathlon 
Pilot: Gordon Penner  

Professionally he flies for a cargo carrier as a captain in a 
DC8. He is a CFI and teaches a Beginning Aerobatic and 

Emergency Maneuver Training Courses. 
�

Pitts S2B Aerobatic Ride 
Loop, spin and roll.   

Pilot: Eric Backscheider  
IAC34 Board of Director Member. Eric is a Private pilot who 

flies aerobatics for fun and competition.�

Etra 300L Aerobatic Ride 
Pilot: IAC34 VP, Jeff Granger   

     For one person up to ½ hour. (weight limit 180lbs and 
under 6ft. tall. 21-65 yrs. old)      Dual controls.  You can 

fly as you wish or just hold on for the ride. 
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   IAC 34 Raffle Ticket  

 

  Name: _________________________ 
  Address: _______________________ 
  City/Zip:________________________ 
  Phone:_________________________ 
  e-Mail:_________________________ 
 
Send to :  
     IAC 34 Scholarship Committee 
     7628 Plainfield Rd. 
     Cincinnati, Oh 45236 �
�

                 IAC 34 - Raffle Ticket 
              Proceeds support The IAC34 2009 Aerobatic Scholarship.   

 PRIZES 
Grand Prize: Cirrus Dinner Flight for Two! 

 Aerobatic Rides -  Decathlon, Extra 300, Pitts S2B  
    ����������������� �

Prizes to be drawn at the IAC34 November Club Meeting 
(Need NOT be present to win.) 

    Tickets: $4.00/each or 3 for $10.00 
          Thank you for your support!�
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Name:  ________________________________________              Spouse:_________________________________ 
 
EAA#: ________________________________                        IAC# _______________________________________ 
 
Street Address: __________________________________C ity: _____________________State: ___- Zip:_______ 
 
Telephone: (HM) ___________________________________ _  Cell:______________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ____________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
 

Check All that Apply:                                             Please Send your Check for $20.00 to:  
 
          ___________ Renewal                                                    IAC34 
          ___________ New Member                                             c/o Gordon Penner, IAC34 Treasurer 
          ___________ Change of Address                                   7628 Plainfield Rd 
          ___________ Other Information Change                       Cincinnati, Oh 45236 

 

Please Check one in each Category: 
 
          Newsletter: ____________________ 
          _________  I will read it on the website 
          _________  Please mail me a hardcopy 
 
          My Name:_____________________ 
          _________   Please include it on the 
                               Member page of the website. 
          _________   Don’t include it on the website. 
 
          My Photo ( included with this form ) 
          _________  This photo need to be returned. 
          _________   No need to return the photo. 
 

 
      
      LET US GET TO KNOW YOU 
 
      Airplanes I have flown (owned or rented): 

 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________     

       

International Aerobatic Club Ohio Chapter 34  
New Membership or Renewal Form 

�How I got started in aviation: 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
  
 My experience with aerobatics: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for club activities: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for the website or newslet ter: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________����


