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2009 Incoming
IAC34 Officers

At the November 8, meeting there was an
election for President and Vice President. Af-
ter a nice warm bowl of Chicken Tortilla soup
and chips the chapter members turned to the
business of appointing new leadership.

Chris followed in Brett Hunter’s footsteps
by being elected when he was late for the
meeting. Actually that wasn't not the only rea-
son he won! Chris was one of the Co-CDs at
the Ohio Aerobatic Open and has been show-
ing his skills as a leader during the last few
years. Read Gordon'’s introduction of our new
President on the following page.

Jeff Granger was unanimously voted into
the Vice President spot. Not only because he
was the only one on the ballot, but because he
has been a long-time member, excellent
leader and has a dedication to the chapter and
aerobatics.

Eric Backscheider was immediately ap-
pointed Member-At-Large to fill the empty
IAC34 Board Member slot created by Jeff be-
coming Vice President. Eric has been in-
volved with all of the outreach efforts the chap-
ter has been making over the last couple of
years to attract new membership.

Gordon Penner was appointed to fill the
vacant Treasurer job when Patty Anderson
was unable to fulfill her term due to work and
travel obligations. Gordon will be assisting
Lorrie with some of the secretarial duties as
well until she resigns in November 2009.

Congratulations to all the new officers!
Please feel free to contact any of them regard-
ing chapter functions.

SN2
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President's Corner

After the chapter meeting Nov. 8th some of us were discussing keeping cur-
rent members and recruiting new ones. This is the lifeblood of any organization. |
think the aerobatic clubs suffer from public misperceptions such as we are 'stunt
flyers' or only hard core competitors. This probably scares off potential members.

Later that weekend | was reading an aviation magazine and learned that
you can now retrofit your Cirrus airplane for a mere $48,000 with a blue button

that will 'right’ the airplane if you find yourself in an unusual attitude. Now that is great, but it would seem
better to spend a fraction of that amount in learning to recognize, avoid and recover from unusual attitudes.

There seems to be more and more emphasis on technology and less on stick ‘n’ rudder skills in aviation
today. (Don't get me wrong, the new technologies are great, but | don't think the blue button will save you
in a close to the ground mush, stall, spin scenario.)

This is were IAC 34 comes in. We have a number of very qualified CFI's who are also aerobatic experts
and taper their instruction to the GA public. | was at Oshkosh this year and attended Gordon Penner's stall
and spin awareness seminar. Gordon is a Master CFI-A and he spoke to a standing room only crowd that
day. His talk was particularly poignant as the day before there was what appeared to be an engine failure,
mush, stall, spin death at Oshkosh.

This emergency turn back to the airport, stall, spin scenario is probably the cause of most GA deaths.
And pilots want to know how to avoid it. | saw Gordon 'hold court' after his talk to a dozen or so pilots,
many of whom were CFI's who were hungry to understand better and have their questions answered.

So let's get the word out. Buy your blue button, but check out the IAC and learn how to recover from
and avoid spins and unusual attitudes and upsets in a real airplane, in real time, with a very qualified in-
structor. And just maybe you will find the unusual stuff fun and want to start with some aerobatic training.
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AC34 Scholarship Winnet
2008 .

Brad is a third generation aviator. “My family's aviation saga began
with my Grandfather. He was one of those teenagers that got accepted
into flight training for WWII. He was in the Ninth Airforce which was Army
air corps at the time. | know he was in a ferry squadron and flew the B-
17, C-47, C-54, AT-6, P-51, P-38, P-47... He also volunteered for a top
secret program to become a glider pilot. He flew a Waco CG-4
into Belgium in the Battle of the Bulge. These volunteers were the only

pilots in the war who would transition from pilots into infantry men upon
reaching the ground. The glider was a fabric covered tube steel struc-
ture that carried 13 troops or a jeep. They would be towed by DC-3 over

enemy territory and released on one way "suicide" missions as reinforcements, or to destroy an en-
emy target. The pilot was the only troop that was issued a steel plate to sit on as the glider could not
afford any extra weight for protection from ground fire. My Grandpa was one of the lucky ones who
did live through the experience.”

Brad'’s father got his private pilot's license when he was a teenager. He owned a Cherokee 180
with Brad's Grandfather and then a Mooney, which was the first airplane Brad ever flew in. Brad's

father is now a 19 year Captain with Comair, based in CVG, flying Canadair 700 and 900's. Father
and son have a Maule M5 180-C that they fly often and a 1946 Taylorcraft BC12D that they are in
the process of restoring, both based at Waynesville.

Currently Brad is a professional airline pilot with ComAir based in CVG. Besides his commercial
license he also holds glider, ASEL, ASES and AMEL privileges. When not at his regular job he
spends his spare time at Red Stewart Airfield doing part time flight instructing and flying the tow
plane for the glider operation.

Even though Brad's life is saturated with aviation related activities, but he still wants more. His
goal is to build the experience required to become an aerobatic instructor. He loves to enlighten fel-
low pilots about aerobatics and spread the good word that anyone with an interest can participate,
from upset recovery training to recreational aerobatics to competition aerobatics.

Brad promotes and supports IAC and believes in expanding one's horizons to experience this
type of training and improving good old fashioned stick and rudder skills. He has been excited about
aerobatics since taking his first spin lesson with Gordon Penner, MCFI-A during his primary training
a number of years ago.

One of the main reasons Brad started his airline career was so that one day he could afford an
aerobatic airplane. He states he surely didn't get into the airline career for "job security”. While at his
airline job he likes to expose those in the airline industry who have been so concentrated on the
training aspect of General Aviation and flying as a "job" that they can't recall taking out an airplane
for a joyride strictly for fun. He feels it is a travesty that these pilots are missing out on such a thrill-
ing experience. Some are not even aware that this type of training is readily available at a local air-
port like Red Stewart Airfield.

Brad believes that being the recipient of the IAC34 aerobatic scholarship will aid him on his mis-
sion to advance the sport of aerobatics and serve to educate pilots and non-pilots about the opportu-
nities that abound in aerobatic training.
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Inverted Flight — It Could Just Save Your Life

By Gordon Penner NAFI MCFI-Aerobatic, FAA Gold Seal Instructor

Inverted flight. Negative G’s. Talk about something that engenders a love/hate relationship. It sure is
uncomfortable. For those who compete, sustained inverted flight is part of even the Primary and Sports-
man categories. It must be practiced over and over. For many of those who fly aerobatics recreationally,
however, negative G flight is practiced and flown less and less as the initial acro training program fades
into the past. | would like to suggest to all of you, even the non-aerobatic pilots, that negative G flight has
a demonstrated ability to save your lives if things go wrong. That makes it a skill that must be maintained.

By negatively loaded flight | mean anytime that maneuvering the aircraft forces blood to the head instead
of to the feet, or anytime the “G” meter moves into the minus numbers. A year does not go by where a
competition flyer does not have to practice negative G flight regularly to get ready for a contest. Con-
versely, recreational flyers can go for years and not do negatively loaded flight, which requires quite a bit
of forward stick. Even though they do maneuvers where they get inverted, some amount of positive G is
usually maintained. They just don’t want to push into negative G territory. They do seem to like the %2
Cuban 8, but in my observation many of them begin the half-roll immediately after the looping portion is
completed, thus avoiding the negatively loaded portion of the maneuver.

To be fair, some airplanes cannot do negative G flight because they are not built for it. Some are not
equipped with inverted fuel or oil systems. From a safety point of view, however, a pilot should still train
for emergencies, even if another type of airplane and/or an instructor must be temporarily procured. Ex-
periences by two famous pilots below show the value of maintaining inverted flight skills to the point of

them being automatic. The two pilots are Sammy Mason and Eric
Muller.

Sammy Mason was a Lockheed Test Pilot, an aerobatic instructor
in WWII in the Stearman working for Tex Rankin, and an airshow
pilot in the Hollywood Hawks airshows in an orange and white
checker-boarded 450 hp Stearman called “Checkers.” Eric Muller
was a Swiss aerobatic champion who was the winner of many na-
tional and European titles. Many of you know him as the originator
of the Beggs/Muller spin recovery method.

Sammy Mason and his boss, famous Lockheed Test Pilot and race
pilot Tony LaVier, were in a company V-tail Bonanza going from
the L.A. basin up to the airport in Palmdale, California, which is in
the high desert up by Edwards AFB. They were two miles behind

Y a DC-4 in the pattern for landing when the DC-4 began a go-
'3 around close the ground. What follows is from Mason’s book, “Faith and
Flight,” published in 2003 by his family soon after his death.

He writes: “...Planning my approach to land short and make the first turn-off to the Lockheed Hangar,
| slowed the airplane to minimum approach speed and dropped the landing gear and flaps. It was easy to
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exercise exacting control in the calm, smooth air. Then, about 50 feet over the ILS shack, we hit a vortex
from the DC-4 and were flipped upside down!”

“From my years of airshow flying at low altitude, | reacted automatically — | simultaneously poured on full
power and shoved the wheel forward to keep from diving into the ground, and applied full aileron against
the roll.” They got so low and blew up enough dust during the recovery that people at first thought they
crashed! This quick action saved both of their lives. They climbed out inverted, then rolled upright as soon
as they were clear of the ground.

Eric Muller and Annette Carson wrote “Flight Unlimited 95,” a fantastic aerobatic book that should be in
every aerobatic pilot's library. In chapter 4, titled “Preparation” he writes the following: “If you should ever
have a blocked or hampered elevator control in flight that prevents you from pulling sufficiently, always think
of this possibility and half-roll to inverted, if you can, before you decide to exit by parachute. | know of at
least two incidents in which, if the aircraft had been turned inverted, it might not have been lost — because
the offending object would probably have been dislodged and freed the controls. That is not at all a re-
proach to the pilots concerned, but there is always something to learned from these mishaps.”

“I myself didn’t manage to save my Acrostar, but | did manage to save my life, when | was faced with a
blockage in the backward stick travel during my airshow of 1982 in Pau, in the Pyrenees region of France.
Having started the display with my multi-turn flat spin, which | usually hold for forty-odd revolutions, | sud-
denly found that | couldn’t get the nose up from the diving attitude upon recovery. There was no question of
using the parachute, because the unguided aeroplane would have ploughed right into the middle of the
crowd, so | was forced to think like lightning before the inevitable crash.”

“What | remembered in those crucial moments were the
elevator blockages | have just mentioned, with the possi-
ble solution of inverting my aeroplane, and also the fa-
mous occasion when the British aerobatic pilot Neil Wil-
liams inverted his Zlin Akrobat and made a safe landing
after one wing had folded in a practice flight. | decided to
do the same. But Neil had a fully functioning motor and |
had cut mine on entering the spin (no starter — ed): so
when | half-rolled the Acrostar all | had was an extremely
cumbersome glider, and one that could only be controlled
by the stick when it was upside-down!”

“From this point until the landing | had about ten seconds in which to figure out the best method of approach
in this new (to me!) kind of aircraft, so that | could half-roll smartly back, as low as possible, while keeping
my wing clearance from the ground: “like tossing a pancake”, as one observer put it afterwards.” “...It was
a hard landing of about 20 G’s, and the Acrostar did not survive — but | did....” The cause in this case was
not a loose item jamming the control, as it usually is, but from a failure of a welding joint. Also, he says an-
other lesson learned was “....the value of heeding intuition — as | had done that day when something made
me decide, as | entered the spin, to recover 600 feet earlier than usual. | always have a lot of respect for
intuitive promptings on the side of safety, and the extra margin of altitude was a life saver.”

| submit that the two above events, plus the famous Neil Williams wing folding accident, show the value of
maintaining some kind of negative G proficiency. You have to be proficient enough that inputing boatloads
of forward stick when upside down is automatic in an emergency. Fly safe!!!
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Col. Greg Kuehner (Ret.) - Sportsman Pitts Pilot

(Gordon Penner—I have asked Greg Kuehner and other military pilots to outline for me military aerobatic
training. As an aerobatic instructor | wanted to know what maneuvers they did, and if their terminology
was different than our civilian terminology. Greg not only helped me with that, but also thought about how
military pilot training changed during his tenure. The basic training he got was much more well-rounded
than what he was required to teach later when he became an instructor pilot, or IP. Later, he feels that
the lack of basic “aircraft handling” (his words) unnecessarily caused the Slingsby T-3 training accidents
and the eventual junking of the whole T-3 program. Sounds like what happened to civilian training once
spins were no longer required. The Air Force later destroyed those perfectly good airplanes, including
their 10-540 engines. Disgusting. Part 1 is presented here, and Part 2 will be in nex t month’s issue .)

Are there differences between USAF and civilian pilot
training programs? Yes, there are differences but maybe not
those people might think or those that might seem the most
obvious. There are also many similarities. What follows are
some thoughts about my experiences as a military and civil-
ian student pilot and a military instructor pilot in T-38s and
KC-135s.

When | went to USAF Undergraduate Pilot Training,
(UPT) I had a Private Pilot License, over 100 hours flying
time, and had flown solo in complex airplane, the T-34A. |
thought my experience would be a big advantage but it lasted )%

only as far as the first solo in the T-37.

My class was one of the last trained exclusively in jet trainers, the T-37 and T-38. There was no
pilot screening flight program, only aptitude testing and a physical exam. My class enrolled about 50 stu-
dents and graduated 35. Three or four students dropped out right after pre-flight training. The rest
washed out during T-37 training. My military student pilot experiences were much more rounded and
grounded in aircraft handling than when | was trained as a T-38 instructor 2 years later after a tour in the
F-4. As a student, | remember flying 5 hours in the front seat of the T-38 using visual references. Now
the T-38 students are immediately put in the back seat under the instrument hood. The syllabus for each
aircraft was 110 hours but | flew almost 230 because there were plenty of opportunities to fly solo. We
flew a VFR day-night solo out-and-back mission and a good dose of solo night time, all designed to give
experience in decision making under stress. We also flew out-and-back from the air work areas without
radar control. Imagine that! Several years later | flew a short VFR hop from Vandenberg to Edwards AFB
one night. My young copilot remarked that he didn’t think a USAF aircraft would get off the ground if it
wasn’t under radar control.

By the time | was trained as a T-38 IP
maybe the training philosophy hadn’t changed all
that much but the emphasis sure had. Every-
thing we did was done according to some proce-
dure. No decisions by the IP were permitted. |
thought this emphasis on procedures was new
and had come about in the jet age—not true!
The emphasis on procedures in military pilot
training dates back at least to WW2. Stephen
Ambrose in his book, The Wild Blue, quoted Ca- )Y
det Walter Baskin as having written to his parents
about flying the AT-10 saying, “They don’'t pay much attention to how you fly
here, it's the procedure that must be perfect.”
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(Continued from pg 6) The emphasis on procedures also carries over into
how the maneuvers are instructed and graded. In order to minimize
subjective grading by the instructor, each maneuver is broken down
into elements which can be graded objectively, i.e. airspeed, pitch or
bank angle, etc. Flying the graded elements can make for a very
“mechanical’ pilot and aerobatics which can be graded as “perfect”
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Yes, folks, it's that time of year again! Time to support your local sherriff (meaning us) and pay member-
ship dues for 2009. Instead of being hounded by us to find the time in your busy lives to get a check written, find an
envelope, go get stamps (darn, out of stamps again!), get the stamp on the envelope, and actually “post it” (as the
British would say), why don’t you try a new service we just instituted? Yes folks, we now have (drum roll, please!)
Pay Pal!!

You can now join or renew using the iac34 website (www.iac34.com) Scroll down on the home page and
you will see the notice about paying your membership dues. It will tell you to go to the JOIN page to use PayPal.
You don’t even have to have a PayPal account! You can use this feature if you have a credit card such as Master-
card, Visa, or a bank debit card. If you already have a PayPal account you can also use that option.

The membership fee is unchanged from last year—$20.00. If the PayPal option is used there is a $1.50
processing fee for its use.

Hopefully this payment option will make it more convenient for many of you. Please let us know if there are
any questions or suggestions. You can ask your questions via email” IAC34treasurer@yahoo.com or call IAC34
Treasurer, Gordon Penner 513-520-5076.
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Local News

Steve Thaddeus THIBODAUX, Master CFl & MGI
Bellbrook OH
E-mail: SteveWOW@donet.com

IAC34 member, Steve T Thibodaux recently renewed his Master
CFI accreditation and is also an accredited Master Ground
Instructor (MGI). Steve owns Wings on Wheels
(www.WingsEdu.com) specializing in glider training at Greene
County Regional Airport (119). He also serves as a FAASTeam rep-
resentative in the FAA's Cincinnati FSDO area.

IAC34 Member Mark Ohlinger
nears completion of his private air-
strip, “trying to live a pilot's
dream—live with his plane.”
(Akron area)

Mark worked with the “guy with the
big earth moving equipment” to
form the lake in 2006 and worked
hard getting the runway in through-
out 2007-08.

Aerial Photography by:
Brian at Aerial Aspect Photography
www.aerialaspectphoto.com

IAC34 Member, Lester Robertson nears completion of this Skybolt project. This plane is one he pur-

chased to use for parts and reference for another Skybolt project that he is building from the ground up.
After “looking this on over” (pictured airplane) he decided not to cannibalize it. He decided to rebuild it

and fly it until his other project is ready.




2009 Knowns -




2009 Knowns
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2009 Tentatiue INGIA Events

July 11

January 10 Club Meeting Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville Club Meeting Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville

February 21 Club Meeting Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville August 8 Club Meeting Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville

March 14  Club Meeting Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville September 12-13 MERFI , Grimes Field, Urbana Ohio, 174

April 11 Club Meeting Union Co. Airport, Marysville MRT | October = ACRO CAMP Union Co. Airport, Marysville MRT

May 9-10  Advanced Judge’s School/ACRO CAMP, MRT November 14 Club Meeting Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville

June 18-21 Ohio Aerobatic Open, Union Co. Airport, MRT

Local Events

December No Club Meeting—Happy Holidays!

Date

Event

Location

Contact

Dec 7

EAA 50—Rich Keller tells of his experi-
ences in the P-51 Crazy Horse

Hinde Field, Huron Oh

.9 &9 (

Dec 13

Tours - Dunbar House
“A Night Before Christmas”

Paul Dunbar House
Dayton, Ohio

.91 (9 (

Nov 29 -
Dec 28

How Santa Gets Around
Transportation Show

WACO Air Museum

9 (

Various

A Whole Spectrum of Aviation Events

Throughout the USA

Wwww.aerovents.com

Various

AIR SHOWS

Throughout the USA

www.airshowbuzz.com

Various

EAA meetings and special events
calendar

Throughout the USA

www.eaa.org/calendar/

Various

Greater Dayton EAA Chapters
Events and Club Meetings

Throughout the Greater Dayton
Heritage Area

www.greaterdaytoneaa.org

Express 2000
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ZoosmnermbaheOpen

Every year IAC chapter 34 holds an aerobatic compet
are supporting the event with their time, products

ition and the businesses and individuals on this pa
or donations. Please visit our sponsors and contnbutorsl

,00, - "<00,! - 7=50!
1-800-272-7537

937-642-3777
Official Contest Lodging
16610 Square Dr Marysville, Oh 43040
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International Aerobatic Club Ohio Chapter 34
New Membership or Renewal Form

EAA#:

Street Address: State: - Zip:

Telephone: (HM)

Email Address:

Check All that Apply: Please Send your Check for $20.00 to:

Renewal IAC34

New Member c/o Gordon Penner, IAC34 Treasurer
Change of Address 7628 Plainfield Rd

Other Information Change Cincinnati, Oh 45236

Please Check one in each Category: ) o
How | got started in aviation:
Newsletter:
I will read it on the website
Please mail me a hardcopy

My Name:

Please include it on the
Member page of the website. My experience with aerobatics:
Don’t include it on the website.

My Photo (included with this form )
This photo need to be returned.
No need to return the photo.

Suggestions or comments for club activities:

LET US GET TO KNOW YOU

Airplanes | have flown (owned or rented):

Suggestions or comments for the website or newslet ter:




