Thoughts about
Sun-N-Fun

The first week of April brought Sun-N-Fun to a few IAC34
members.... As for the Penners, we enjoyed the sun too
much - sun burns all around! But we did have a new
experience, the kids and Lorrie took a demo flight in
Ultralights! What a blast - just like riding go-carts in the
sky! Gordon did his presentations at the Sun-N-Fun
Forums for three days. His talks covered, Beginning
Aerobatics, Stall-Spin and Emergency Maneuver Training,
which were all well received by the crowd. Watching the

Air Show was a thrill as usual. The first public appearance of the F-22 Raptor was a real aviation-fan pleaser.

During the air show Lorrie was biting her nails while she watched John Mohr

and his Stearman flying low and slow. We spent all lot of time with Brian

Cooper and ran into IAC34 member, Bill Weber and his brother. Saw Brett

Hunter and Bob Wagner in between air show performances. Forrest Barber

gave his forum on the Taylorcraft and we did some visiting with Giles

Henderson . Thanks to Jim and Jean Taylor for their great work in the

Aerobatic Tent. Overall, we'd give a big “Thumbs Up” review for Sun-N-Fun

and urge you to attend next year's event.

Brett Hunter - Well my thoughts this year were, "Dear God don't let me

screw this one up!" Versus last year's thoughts " Dear God don't let me screw

this one up as bad as usual!" As this was my second year flying in the Sun-n

Fun air show | was a little more able to take in the sights and sounds of the

whole show. Last year | distinctly remember the sight and gut feeling of being John Mohr

on the "perch” for an air start into the air show box, not just any show box but www.mohrbarnstorming.com/

Sun-N-Fun Continued on Page 2
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THE SUN-N- FUN BOX the largest air show in the world. What a dream
come true. Then this year | got to meet lots of great people again and
some new ones. Learned more about this air show gig and the
sponsorship that is essential for success. Had a lot of fun with the
volunteers that make the show rock and roll and others that just make it
roll.

The weather was absolutely perfect coming and going, flying the Pitts
to and from Ohio, and during the week of the show. The only hiccup |
had was a flat tire on departure. And the great Bud Walker was kind
enough to see me through the replacement of tube and tire. Bud Walker
is an 81 year old Pitts pilot that still flies air shows!

| heard first hand from Tucker and his crew about his recent
adventures and their plans for the future.(Sean Tucker safely
ejected at 8,000 feet during a practice session in Louisiana right before
he was scheduled to perform at Sun-N- Fun. His elevator control broke.
He did 15 minutes of troubleshooting before he took his precautionary
bailout)

| can only hope to be invited (to Sun-N-Fun) again next year, P.S. | NAILED the double hammer head, no
torqueing, no positive, just pure wifferdill!!

Bob Wagner and Brett Hunter

Sun-N-Fun Aerobatic Aircraft Parking
For many years now there has been a standing
invitation from Jim and Jean Taylor, who run the
Sun-N-Fun aerobatic pavilion, that any aerobatic
aircraft attending Sun-N-Fun can park for free in
their aerobatic front yard. The Aerobatic tent is in
a prime spot located at the beginning (west end)
of the Sun-N-Fun flight line area close to where
the war birds display area begins.
Apparently, as people have left the sport over
the years the knowledge of this invitation has dimmed. This year some aerobatic pilots complained about having to
park their airplanes far away from everything, not knowing they could have parked almost in the center of the
‘extravaganza’. So, let the word go forth to all who see and hear that close-in parking can be had no matter what
day a flippy airplane arrives!!!

.~ Kimball's Grand Champion-plans
John Mohr, low and slow at Sun’N’Fun! Homebuilt 2006 Pitts Python
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Attendance: Members ; Bill Bolin & kids, Lorrie Penner, Ashley
Fehrenbach, Jeff Granger. Guests ; David Collier, Nick, Matt, E J Horst,
Orlan Wichman, Howard Crow.

What a beautiful day! The April meeting took place in
northern Ohio - Napoleon. Henry county airport is a very
nice clean field. As the FBO manager, IAC 34 member Bill
Bolin runs an organized and efficient field.

Bill went into chef mode and started barbequing the
bratwurst right next to the taxiway. It wasn’t long before we
were munching on the tasty lunch.

With the picnic table set up right next to the
FBO building we had great view of Jeff in his
Extra 200 as he gave Ashley her first
aerobatic ride.

Ashley couldn’t stop smiling after her first aerobatic
ride at the meeting with Jeff Granger in his Extra 200.
Ashley is a new IAC34 member who attended
Gordon’s presentation at the aviation related
Fraternity, Alpha Beta Roe in February. She just got
her Private Pilot’s license in March.

The experience of riding with Jeff is described by
Ashley;

“My first aerobatic flight was amazing, thrilling, and
exciting. Pulling the G's and being able to do rolls and
loops was awesome and it showed me what | have to
look forward to when | begin aerobatic training in the
future! | was so happy to be able to take the ride and
had a great time. “

After the eating, visiting and flying, Lorrie handed out
some flyers, brochures and raffle tickets for the
Aerobatic Scholarship. Bill showed us his
helicopter and offered a ride for an additional prize
for the raffle. Jeff also offered a ride in his plane to
add to the raffle prizes.

Thanks to all for the great day!

: David Collier arrives from
 Indianapolis in his Grumman Tiger.




Curtis Pitts Memorial Gathering

By Gordon Penner

While at Sun-N-Fun | was lucky to be able to attend the Curtis Pitts memorial.
It was an informal gathering held on Friday night of Sun-N-Fun week at the Sun-N-
Fun Aerobatic Pavilion run by Jim and Jean Taylor. The gathering was quite well
attended. At the end of the evening | felt that one of the most unfortunate things
in my life was never getting to meet this remarkable man.

In the space of two hours | definitely got the impression that Curtis was a
relaxed, no nonsense country boy with a keen engineering mind who was
definitely not fond of wearing a tie and all that that entails. The Curtis Pitts’ nature
was on the mind of Jim and Jean Taylor and others as they set up this gathering.

They invited Curtis’ wife, kids, grandkids, and his secretary of 35 years. This was for them as well as for us acro
crazies. It was kept informal with people just getting up and telling stories. The stories were great but what was
surprising was the emotion that came with them. Well, maybe not so surprising, given who he was.

The stories were started by one of Curtis’s grandso ns. He just began telling regular tales that helped all of
us who had not met Curtis get a feeling of how straight forward and informal he was. Only some of these stories
had to do with flying. Both he and Curtis seemed perplexed when pilots would visit and describe or demonstrate the
esteem with which Curtis was held. This shows that even later on Curtis just
thought of himself as a regular guy with a flying addiction. Another of Curtis’s
grandsons told fishing stories that were a riot. From these | got a sense of the
sheaky sense of humor Curtis seemed to have.

Stories of day to day operation  of a small business driven by love and
passion were told by Cutis’s secretary who was with the company for over 35
years. These stories, added to those above, fleshed out the picture of a regular
guy who's life and work were basically the same thing, but with an added
element. That element is integrity. The stories she told illustrated that Curtis
was less interested in making money than in providing a good product to the
acro world that he would be proud of. Itis hard to believe in this day and age of
cosmic monoplanes what a huge leap forward the Pitts Special was compared to Photo by Jaerett Engeseth
what else was available. He seemed to feel that he was making this airplane for
himself and his friends. By the way, it seems all acro pilots were his friends even though he hadn’t met them yet.

Many pilots who had known Curtis for a long ti me, like Bud Davisson, Steve Wolf, Jim Taylor, Kevin Kimball,
and others got quite emotional when telling their stories about Curtis. It is amazing how many lives he touched.

As a person who is relatively new to the aerob  atic scene in general , and to the Pitts Special in particular, it
was confusing to me to put my feelings in perspective. Most of my aerobatic time has been spent around
Decathlons, Citabrias, Great Lakes, and the occasional Stearman. | didn’t know that much about Pitts except that
they seemed small and everyone seemed to have one. It was hard to get excited about something so small.

It was only later that | began to learn whata  power house the airplane is.  Knowing that the new
monoplanes have surpassed it doesn't take away from what the airplane actually is. | then began to learn about
some of the history. How in the 1970 and 1972 world championships the Pitts S1S became the airplane to beat,
winning the team championship in 1970 and culminating in a clean sweep of all categories in the 1972 World
Aerobatic Championship. Later, | finally found someone who had a copy of Bud Davisson’s book about Curtis Pitts

and the Pitts Special. | couldn’t believe what | had found out. It was like
learning that the quiet old man next door had a drawer full of medals for
regularly charging Nazi machine gun nests! Then | got to fly one. Holy cow!!

In the end the confused feelings that | had about all this coalesced into one
thought. Curtis was our Grandfather and now he’s gone. My generation of
aerobatic “grand kids” were born too late to have known him personally. We
had to learn about him from the older kids. | wish | had learned it sooner. With
what | had learned about Curtis Pitts over the last two years coupled with what |
learned (and experienced) Friday night, | was bummed out for being born too

Photo by Jaerett Engeseth late.
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Lorrie’'s Favorite

Aerobatic Website

of the Month

By Lorrie Penner
In the course of getting articles ready for the newsletter, | come across quite a few
websites that are related to aerobatics. This month | read on the Acro Exploder about
another IAC chapter that had some fun tools included on their website. It is well worth
the look if you haven't stumbled on it yourself.
IAC chapter 38 is located in Northern California and they have developed a great Resource page on their site.
Go to: www.iac38.org. Click on Resources , then click on Tools from the dropdown menu.
Tools (all in Adobe Reader Format) included are:
*Aerobatic box Corners:  allows you to compute GPS coordinates for an aerobatic box.
*Pitts S1S Weight and Balance Calculator:  developed by Dennis Yugo.
*Pitts S2B Weight and Balance Calculator:  Requires MS Excel program to operate.
*Propeller Efficency Calculator:  from P. Ponk Aviation.
*Partnership Expense Model: This spreadsheet allows the user to input expense variables and
compare the costs of owning vs. renting, as well as analyze the impact of
partnerships.
*NASA Form: Often referred to in jest as a "get out of jail free card", the NASA form allows pilots
to document airspace and some FAR violations that resulted from ambiguity,
obscurity, or imprecision in interpreting data on aeronautical charts. Does not
prevent FAA from recording/filing event, but may prevent FAA from taking action
against your pilot certificate.
*Certificate Number Change: File this form if you want to change your pilot certificate number
to something other than your social security number.

IAC Announces Partnership with Enterprise Rent-A-Ca r

April 4, 2006 - IAC is proud to announce a partnership with Enterprise Rent-A-Car that entitles members to receive
5% off Enterprise's low internet rates. This special rate is available through this Enterprise link
http://www.enterprise.com/billboard/page.do?dspg=5677 or by going to www.enterprise.com and using Corporate
Number 32AIAC and PIN# IAC. These rates apply to all rentals, not just those at contest locations, but must be
booked online. Where rentals are available at or near a contest location, a link to Enterprise has been included in
each contest listing. Please see the contest calendar at http://www.iac.org/calendar/calendar.html for specific
contest locations. In addition to off-site rental locations, Enterprise is rapidly expanding into FBO's and major
airports with in-airport locations. The Ohio Aerobatic Open is an Enterprise Rental Car  location!

A Reminder to IAC Members regarding the Non-Flyfwagards Nominations

Each year, the IAC presents four special non-flying awards. The nomination period is now
open for IAC members to submit nominations for the Robert L. Heuer Judges Award, the Frank
Price Cup, the Harold E. Neumann Award, and the Kathy Jaffe Volunteer Award. These four
prestigious awards will be presented at the US Nationals awards banquet in September.
Nominations for these awards are based on the significant contribution of individuals for their
achievements according to the criteria of the award in the previous contest year — 2005.

The nomination petition is available at http://www.iac.org/trophies/nonflying_awards.html.
You can either print out a petition or complete one directly on-line. Nominations are welcome
from either individual IAC members or collectively as a Chapter.

The nomination deadline for this year is June 15, 2  006. The nominations are presented to the IAC Board of
Directors for voting. The Board selects the final winner by secret ballot for each of the awards.

Thank you, Loren Smith, IAC Awards Committee, www.IAC78.org
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DR109

Nice DR109, 300hp 2 seat monoplane,
ready for contests or air shows, 400hrTT,
call Wayne Norris 765-458-6773
Norrisfld@aol.com

| would like to sell my DR109, if you
would advertise it through the club and it
sells vie, | will donate $1000 to CH34.
Thanks, Wayne

FOR SALE

1969 Moravan Zlin 526M N3466
Engine: Factory NEW LOM 137A, 14 hours Since New.

Airframe: 1,380 Total Time Since New
See All Details at : http://www.dorseyaero.com/zlin_forsale.htm

Offered at $95,000 pretty darn firm.
Contact: Rob@DorseyAero.com _ Phone: (859) 657-6340

1993 S1S 1993 PITTS S1S « $35,000 * FOR SALE

Approx 400 TTAFE, NDH, AEI0-360 w/solid crank, over
200 HP Dick Demurs engine, fuel injected, full inverted
system, symetrical wings, wood leading edges, spring
gear, new Hooker harness, sighting device,aux tank in the
upper wing for fuel or smoke oil, smoke system, lexan
panels, Haigh locking tail wheel, Valcom COM radio,
excellent maintenance. | am the second owner of this
wonderful airplane and | have all logs for airframe,

engine and prop. No hard actbyou are looking for

great airplane look no farther.

» Contact Keith A. Register - located Clarksville, TN USA ¢ Telephone: 931-552-4401
see detailed photos athttp://65.13.240.2/P2050039.JPG
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Meeting Locations

Red Stewart Airfield
- 401 -
4925 N State Route 42
Waynesville, Oh 45068
www.stewartsaircraft.net

Union County Airport
- MRT -
760 Clymer Road
Marysville, OH 43040
WWW.primeaeroinc.com

513-897-7717

937-644-2065
or 937-644-2055

Henry Co. Airport
- TWS5 -
10646 County Road O
Napoleon, OH 43545

www.airnav.com/airport/7W5

1-888-247-4008

Gene Snyder Airport
- K62
400 Gene Snyder
Airport Dr.
Falmouth, KY 41040

www.airnav.com/airport/k62

859-654-1200

Other 2006 Dates of Interest:

May 5, 2006
May 6, 2006
June 10, 2006

Sept. 24-29,2006 US National Aerobatic Champions

C-141 Hanoi Taxi Final Flight - Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton
"Wings Program an d Fly in Breakfast", Marysville, Oh (7W5)
Young Eagles Day EAA 657, Vin e Grove Kentucky (7KY)

July 24-30, 2006  AirVenture Oshkosh, WI

hips Denison, TX
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Project by Dave Willams

He’s still working on the project, but it has flown
three times! It flies like a Pitts only faster....

IAC34 member, Dave Williams started construction on the RV-8 in 2000.
It's a work in progress - in fact, at the time of this article he just started
working on the leg fairings and pants.

Over the life of the project, Dave originally started the aircraft with two partners. Both were pilots
and skilled mechanics. They both 'jumped’ ship after the tail was built and fuselage was prematurely on
it's wheels. There’s been a lot of idle time on the project due to other projects with other partners. But
after 3,000 hours, construction on the project was considered complete enough for inspection. After
much hassle with the FAA, it was inspected (11/22/2005) and passed the first time through the process.
A good friend of Dave’s, who flies jets on international routes, took the RV-8 out for it’s first test flight on
November 25, 2005.

According to Dave, “Van'’s kits are perfection to work with! Dave made some modifications
though - rather than use the Van’s cowl he bought a Sammy James special. It required extra effort to
accommodate the Air Performance Fuel injector. The engine in this project is a new Lycoming 0-360
with a Hartzel constant speed propeller. Dave used an Advanced Flight Systems engine monitoring
system, which has lots of wiring but works well. A Garmin GNC 250XL naviation-communication system
is also installed.

The aircraft is tentatively scheduled for the paint shop in June. Tail number is 8DQ, so
sometimes referred to as “8 Dairy Queen”. Over the long-haul the project has been referred to as,
“Dave’s Quagmire*!

While working alone, Dave invented a “Canopy Crane” built from a used grocery cart ballasted
with a cinder block. It was an eight foot mast with three foot out-rigger and nylon cable with drum and
self locking brake - couldn’t have gotten by without it!

This is not Dave’s first project. He first built a Challenger, two seater, 48hp, christened the

“Dr. K” - after Dr. Kevorkian....
He flew that aircraft from 1994-
1997. He next built a Titan
Tornado, same configuration and
horsepower as “Dr. K”. On the
Titan his used his part-time artist
skills to grace the aircraft with
some lovely nose art.

Dave is an active 83 years
old. He’s had a dozen aerobatic
lessons with Ken Hadden and
Don Scott. More recently he flew
with Brett Hunter a couple of
times. In addition to aerobatics,
Dave’s had some exciting times in
airplanes, including two forced
landings in a Cessna 150 due to
cockpit electrical fires!
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History, Connection, and Who We Are

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will read about the Curtis Pitts Memorial
held at Sun-N-Fun and the effect it had on all of us there. This effect
added power to the feeling | have had for quite awhile now, that of not
feeling connected to the rich past that we have in aerobatics. A lot of those
great people are still among us.

Making the feeling grow was a conversation | had with the incomparable
Giles Henderson, another legend by the way, right before the Curtis Pitts
Memorial began. It is not that present aerobats are failing to acknowledge
the past, but more that they are not aware of what kind of past exists.

One of our newer members, Mike Horner, who is also new to aerobatics,
purchased a book called ‘No Visible Horizon‘. He wanted to know
something about this sport he was starting out in. For those of us who
have been around awhile, we know that this is a terrible book for our sport,
that the psychological analysis of aerobatic pilots is way off the mark and
that, in my opinion anyway, the writer of this book is an idiot. However, the
histories of some our great pilots are in there and are great to read. Mike's
comment was that he couldn’t believe that five time national champion,
Kirby Chambliss, and our other greats are almost unknown among regular
pilots. | agree and also think that there should be more available to us
about our great history and these great pilots than something like ‘No
Visible Horizon'.

I know very little about our aerobatic past, but what | have learned has also
made me more aware that the existence of aerobatics as an accessible
activity is more delicate than we realize. Our sport exists by the great
efforts of those that have gone before us. | have been reading a lot of
American history lately, mostly concerning the Revolution and our first 30
years. We do not learn in school how delicate our country was at first and
how many times it came close to flying apart. | am only now learning about
the beginnings of the IAC in 1969 as it broke off from the Aerobatic Club of
America (ACA) and those difficult first years.

Perhaps we can begin fixing that right now. The first thing that | want to do
is set up some kind of timeline off to the side or the bottom of the
newsletter pages so we can begin getting our arms around our timeline,
history, and people. It will be there every month. We will then begin
featuring some articles of some of the greats. Remember, most of them
are still alive and they deserve our respect and free beers.

The IAC is now hearing that the membership would like more articles about
some of these people, or rememberences from them. Rob Dorsey is
hearing from AAA members that they want histories as well. He wants to
make it anecdotal so that it is rich and not dry. You may not know it, but
Rob was in the room when the IAC was formed and knows most of these
people.

Very fine pilots have gone before us, and very fine pilots will come after us.
They have established a great tradition. Knowing our traditions and heroes
makes us want to be like them. Knowing their greatness and their
humanity inspires us to reach just a little bit farther for our own dreams.

by Gordon Penner
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Aerobatic Open - Daily Schedule

Thursday- registration and practice
Friday- registration and practice until 1:00pm
1:00pm-2:00pm briefing
2:00pm-8:00pm fly Intermediate, Advanced, Unlimited Knowns
(Time permitting fly Primary and Sportsman Knowns)
Saturday -Fly Primary and Sportsman Known and "Frees"
Fly INT/ADV/UNL - Free and Unknown
(If times allows get in third Primary and Sportsman)
*Saturday night the contest body votes on the 3rd flight for Sportsman/Primary if they were not able to finish up
during Saturday. We definitely would like to have Sportsman fly 3 times if possible.
Depending on what happened during the day on Saturday the Saturday night banquet can be a TRUE awards
night dinner and everyone can go home on Sunday. (Sunday also becomes a 'rain’ day if we experienced poor
weather conditions on Friday or Saturday.)

NEW! In order to stay coordinated with the new schedule, open practice times are posted on our website
so that you can sign up for a practice time before you arrive. www.iac34.com/contest.htm

We ran a very successful contest in 2005 and are lo  oking forward to a successful contest in 2006. YOU are
the reason! All our volunteers are important. Below is the list of volunteers positions.

Contest Director: Gordon Penner Scoring Director: Need 1 Starter: Randy Wolfe, Chuck Rowland

Assistant CD: Brian Cooper Assistant Scorers: Need 2 Box Master: Bill Lavin

Technical Coordinator: Need 1 Registrar: Lorrie Penner Safety/Medical Director: Jeff Granger

Judge’s: Need 10 or more Assist. Registrar: Carol Granger Greeter: Carroll Baker

Judge: Dick MacDonald Asst Registrar: Mrs. C. Baker Refreshment Coord: Pam Wild

Judge: Bill Lavin, Randy Reinhardt Assistant Registrars: Need 2 more Recorders: Need 10 or more

Assist. Judges: Need 10 or more Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Wright Recorder: Kim Wolfe

Assist. Judges: Patty Anderson Boundary Judge Coordinator: 1 Public Relations: Lorrie Penner

The biggest area of need right now is to get a Technical Coordinator . The “TECH” guy is the person who looks
at the competitor’s airplane for airworthiness. A checklist is used and the “TECH” guy is basically looking for;
general condition, any loose or hanging wires or hoses, any observable fuel leak or fresh smell of fuel leaking, loose
objects in the cockpit, evidence of exhaust leaks or broken stacks, proper seatbelts, etc. You don't have to be a
mechanic to do this valuable job! You just have to be observant.

The other area of need is to have a Scoring Director.  This person does all the data entry for the scores
which are brought in from the judging line. The data entry process is fairly easy. The revisions that have been done
on the contest software over the last two years has made this process pretty painless. If you are interested in this
position, please consider coming to the May meeting - the scoring software will be available for use and practice.

Contact Gordon or Lorrie Penner to volunteer today ! 513-284-5076 or 513-520-5076 gpenner@cinci.rr.com or
smuth2@yahoo.com
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The businesses and individuals on this page are supporting the Ohio Aerobatic Open with their time,
products or donations. Please visit our sponsors!

Ohio Aerobatic Open Official Hotel
1-937-644-0400
www.airnav.com/reserve/hotel?tnid=312
1&near=KMRT

WWW.generalaviationnews.com STEEN AERO LAB

www.steenaerolab.com

Keegan & Minnillo Co., LPA

4440 Glen Este Withamsville, Ste350 . PrimeAero
Stewarts Aircraft

Cincinnati, Oh 45245 4925 North State Route 42 Union Co. Airport (MRT)

Marysville, Oh
(937) 644-2055
WWW.primeaeroinc.com

513-752-3900 Waynesville, OH 45068
513-897-7717
www.stewartsaircraft.net

www.barrysperchnmore.com
(937) 642-0400
1024 Columbus Ave
. . AIRCRAFT WHEEL & BRAKE Marysville, OH
www.timberviewgolfclub.com 1160 Center Road ,
Marysville, Ohio Avon, Ohio 44011-0158 :
www.clevelandwheelsandbrakes.com
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International Aerobatic Club, Chapter 34
Membership Renewal Form

Name

Street Address

FAA/IACH / Spouse

City

State Zip

Telephone (hm)

(wk)

e-mail address

Check all that apply

Please send your check

For $2000 To: IAC34 Secretary
Lorrie Penner
7628 Plainfield Rd
Cincinnati, Oh 45236

+

%

% |
www.iac34.com
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