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Aerobatic Open 
 
 

It’s that time of year again!  Wow, did the first half of the year ever go fast!  After a somewhat scientific survey (sent 
out an e-mail back in March…) we decided to go ahead with having the contest start on Friday, continue through all 
day Saturday and reserve Sunday for a “rain date” or travel day.  So, if you haven’t aready done it, mark your 
calendars for Friday June 23 rd  and Saturday June 24 th  for the contest 
 
Help Needed: As every year past, we’ve got lots of volunteers signed up to help, but need more!  If you haven’t had 
a chance to let us know that you are going to participate, please look at the volunteer positions on the next page and 
give us a holler for what you want to do at the contest. 
We also need help on Thursday June 22 doing set up of Judge’s Tents and Box Markers . Call Gordon  
513-520-6065 to meet for breakfast at Waffle House to start your chores off right!  
 
Win a one night FREE hotel night at the contest! Because we have an corporate account with Amerihost, last 
year we earned some Complimentary Room Certificates for some one-night stays.  You can win  one of 5 
certificates by volunteering or attending as a competitor. Here’s how you register to win: 

1.) If you are a competitor - fill out the registration form and send  
     it to Lorrie at smuth2@yahoo.com or by snail mail to:  
     7628 Plainfield Rd. Cincinnati, Oh 45236. 
-OR-  
2.) If you are a volunteer send an e-mail to Lorrie or call her;  
     513-284-5076. 
(Note: If you are already on the volunteer list printed in this newsletter 
you are already in the drawing.) 
 
ACT NOW! I must hear from you by June 15 th to be in the 
drawing.  Winners will be announced via e-mail or phone call 
and at the Friday Night Pizza dinner at the contest.                                            
  

                                                                                                                                 
                                                      

  Newsletter Contents :                                                  Page 7: Fly Kentucky  
         Page 2: Ohio Open Schedule                                       Page 8 : History, Connection , Who we Are             
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         Page 5: Airplanes for Sale                                           Page 11: Ohio Aerobatic Open Sponsors 
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Officers:  
President:  Gordon Penner     7628 Plainfield Rd. C incinnati, Oh 45236        513-520-6065      gpenner@cinci.rr.com   
Vice Pres:   Brett Hunter         5033 N. State Rt.  42, Waynesville, Oh 45068  513-464-1151     brett.hunter@earthlink.net    
Secretary:  Lorrie Penner       7628 Plainfield Rd.  Cincinnati, Oh 45236        513-284-5076     smuth2@yahoo.com   
Treasurer: Patty Anderson     528 Lightwood Ct. Wes terville, Oh 43081       732-881-5399     pattya72@aol.com   
Safety Dir: Bruce Johnson     5311 Lobdell Rd. Alex andria, Oh 43001         740-924-9492     Bjohnsonf16@direcway.com   

        



                     IAC34 - Ohio     Horizon -  June 2006 Issue      www.iac34.com                             Page 2 

 

Aerobatic Open - Daily Schedule 
 
________________________________________________ 

� Thursday- registration and practice  
� Friday- registration and practice until 1:00pm  
                  12:30pm-1:30pm briefing  
                  1:30pm-8:00pm fly Intermediate, Advanced, Unlimited Knowns  
                  (Time permitting fly Primary and Sportsman Knowns)  
� Saturday -Fly Primary and Sportsman Known and "Frees"  
                      Fly INT/ADV/UNL - Free and Unknown  
                      (If times allows get in third Primary and Sportsman)  
*Saturday night the contest body votes on the 3rd flight for Sportsman/Primary if they were not able to finish up 
during Saturday.  We definitely would like to have Sportsman fly 3 times if possible.   
     Depending on what happened during the day on Saturday the Saturday night banquet can be a TRUE awards 
night dinner and everyone can go home on Sunday. (Sunday also becomes a 'rain' day if we experienced poor 
weather conditions on Friday or Saturday.)  
NEW! In order to stay coordinated with the new schedule,  open practice times are posted on our website , 
so that you can sign up for a practice time before you arrive.  www.iac34.com/contest.htm   
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We ran a very successful contest in 2005 and are lo oking forward to a successful contest in 2006. YOU  are 
the reason!  All our volunteers are important. Below is the list of volunteers positions.  
 

 
                 
HELP! Boundary Judge Coordinator NEEDED !   This is a very important job. We need an individual who can 
transport the boundary judges back and forth to their locations and keep them stocked with water, ice, snacks, 
sunscreen and bug spray! HELP keep our Boundary Judges comfortable! 
                  Contact Gordon or Lorrie Penner to volunteer today !  
                          513-284-5076 or 513-520-5076 gpenner@cinci.rr.com or smuth2@yahoo.com   

IAC Discount with Enterprise Rent-A-Car  
    Use the IAC Discount for your car rental at the Ohi o Aerobatic Open : receive 5% off Enterprise's low internet 
rates. This special rate is available through this Enterprise link www.enterprise.com/billboard/page.do?dspg=5677 or 
by going to www.enterprise.com and using Corporate Number 32AIAC and PIN# IAC.  
     Information Notice on Sunday Returns at Enterp rise Rent-A-Car Locations:  
Enterprise locations not in major airports are usua lly closed on Sunday.   This includes our location at 
Marysville.  When making your reservation through the website, make the return date Monday.(the Weekend 
Special is the best rate to request.) After you receive the email confirmation, call the Enterprise location in Marysville 
at: 937-642-7544 to confirm you are leaving the car at the airport on Sunday.  This arrangement has already been 
established through the local Enterprise office. 

Contest Director: Gordon Penner Scoring Director: Peggy Messenger Starter: Randy Wolfe, Chuck Rowland 

Assistant CD:  Brian Cooper Assistant Scorers: Need 2  Box Master: Bill Lavin 

Tech Guy: Ashley Messenger Registrar: Lorrie Penner Safety/Medical Director: Jeff Granger 

Judge’s: Need 10 or more  Assist. Registrar: Carol Granger Greeter: Carroll Baker 

Judge: Dick MacDonald, Boyd Birchler Asst Registrar: Mrs. C. Baker Refreshment  Coord: Pam Wild 

Judge: Bill Lavin, Randy Reinhardt  Assistant Registrars: Need 2 more  Recorders: Need 10 or more  

Assist. Judges: Need 10 or more  Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Wright Recorder: Kim Wolfe 

Assist. Judges: Patty Anderson, Caleb 
Vernick, Virginia Jacobson 

Boundary Judge Coordinator: 1  Public Relations: Lorrie Penner 



                     IAC34 - Ohio     Horizon -  June 2006 Issue      www.iac34.com                             Page 3 

 

�������������������	
����
������������������������� �  
     Usually every year IAC34 presents a very special award, “The Fickle Finger of Flying”.  Some of us in the club 
may know where or why the award originated and some may not.  From an open letter written in 2000 by former 
IAC34 member, Elgin Wells Jr. we learn the following: 
     “It is my understanding that Ken Hadden found “The Finger” at a garage sale, and inspired by Sebring’s “Bozo 

Award” immediately spotted its potential as a symbol of (destruction) distinction.  
Since the London, Ohio contest in 1992, which was my father’s and my very first 
contest, the pilot or volunteer who displayed the most colorful approach to our sport 
has been the recipient of this dubious honor.  The only upside to receiving it, 
though, is that you get to pass it along to the next deserving “victim“ the following 
year. I understand that “B.K.” Howard forgot to bring it back one year and was 
allowed to keep the honor for TWO Years! 
     Legend has it that Lisa Weaver was the first recipient of the “Fickle Finger of 
Flying” when, acting as a Chief Judge, she was handling the “Pilot Recall Smoke 
Grenade” and after accidentally igniting it, promptly threw it upwind, causing the 
Judges’ station to be engulfed in smoke for quite awhile. 
     Last year (1999), Dick Packer passed the torch to me.  While I was acting as 
Safety Pilot, the sunroof of my Father’s Decathlon shattered in the middle of a “spilt 
S” and we had to land, so I was zeroed as a Safety Pilot and Dick awarded me “the 
Finger”.  The fact that, after landing, we taxied in front of the Judge’s stand with me 

standing up and waving out the gaping hole in the top of the airplane had nothing to do with it….  By the way, Dick 
declined to tell me what he did to earn it the year before. 
     So, it is with a tear in my eye that I bid farewell to this icon of buffoonery, once my most treasured possession, 
and hope that someone, possibly more deserving than I, will do something colorful enough to earn this great honor. 
Please, GIVE SOMEONE ELSE THE FINGER! 
     For those of you at the 2005 contest “the Finger” was not awarded as Lorrie was “allowed” to keep it by virtue of 
her forgetfulness of not even bringing it to the contest!  The winner of the 2006 “Finger” will be determined through 
vote, so pick up a form and vote for the most colorful approach to the sport of aerobatics! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Attendance:  Members ;  Lorrie Penner,  Patty Anderson, Kaleb Vernick, Randy Reinhardt, Carroll Baker 
 
     The may meeting was originally intended to be a practice weekend, but weather intervened.  Had quite a thunder 
and lightening show about 2:00 pm. Meanwhile, inside, the club members did discuss a lot of the contest details 
after Lorrie shared a contest report. (Details of the contest on previous pages of this newsletter). Thanks to Randy 
Reinhardt for volunteering to be this year’s Chief Judge !  And the best thing about the meeting was hearing 
aviation stories from Randy, visiting with everyone and eating pizza and drinking beer at a local hangout, Benny’s 
Pizza! 
     Of note  to pilots at this year’s contest, we do have access to a parachute packer if the need should arise.  Mark 
Basil: rigger_69@yhaoo.com 614-744-9632. You can call him prior to the contest. He will also be at the contest and 
on-call. 
     New for us this year is the presence of the Civil A ir Patrol . They will provide security for the contest, which 
will help with the local crowd that comes to watch the contest. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A Reminder to IAC Members regarding the Non-Flying Awards Nominations 
     Each year, the IAC presents four special non-flying awards. The nomination period is now open for IAC members 
to submit nominations for the Robert L. Heuer Judges Award, the Frank Price Cup, the Harold E. Neumann Award, 
and the Kathy Jaffe Volunteer Award. These four prestigious awards will be presented at the US Nationals awards 
banquet in September. Nominations for these awards are based on the significant contribution of individuals for their 
achievements according to the criteria of the award in the previous contest year – 2005. 
     The nomination petition is available at http://www.iac.org/trophies/nonflying_awards.html.  
You can either print out a petition or complete one directly on-line. Nominations are welcome from either individual 
IAC members or collectively as a Chapter.      The nomination deadline for this year is June 15, 2 006.  
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Mid-America  Regional Contests  
 
June 9-11 Heuer Classic - Aurora, Ill    
                   (ARR) 
 
June 17 -18 Doug Yost Challenge  -    
                   Cumberland, WI (UBE) 
 
June  22-25 Ohio Aerobatic Open - 
                    Marysville, Oh (MRT) 
 
July 8-9 CAN-AM Aerobatic Championships  
���������������������Jackson, MI  (JXN) 
 
July 22 -23  Salem Regional  (SLO) 
                 Illinois 
 
August 25–27 Illinois State Open (VYS) 
                Peru, Ill 
 

    Patty Anderson with Bill Finigan in his Giles 202.                  Sept 9-10 Albert Lea Aerobatic Contest  
                                                                                                                      Minnesota (AEL) 
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     Don’t forget to buy tickets for the IAC34 Raffle!   
Remember 100% of the profit from the sale of raffle tickets goes to support the 
IAC 34 Aerobatic Scholarship.  Raffle tickets are only $2.00/ea or 3 for $5.00.  You 
can mail them in to the address listed on the ticket or bring them with you to the 
contest.  The winners will be drawn at our Saturday Night Banquet June 24 at .  (Need not be present to 
win.) 
     If you need more tickets you can contact Lorrie at 513-284-5076 or print them from the website: 
www.iac34.com/Raffle.htm.  There are great prizes with this raffle so we hope to raise somewhere 
between $500-1000 for the scholarship.  You can win  the EAA leather jacket, aerobatic rides in a 
Decathlon, Pitts or an Extra and a Helicopter Lesson!  Tell your friends! 
   (By the way, win an airplane ride and don’t want to take it or can’t it is transferable to someone else).  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Favorite  Aerobatic Websites  
                 of the Month       By Lorrie Penner  
      
 Since I’ve been working on aerobatic history in recent weeks,  
I’ve spent a lot of time looking at bio’s of various historical  
figures and modern day aerobats.  One thing that I keep  
running into, is so many of the great aerobatic pilots are also air show performers, racers or 

world competitors. So, here’s some that have fun videos or pictures, ENJOY: 
www.redbullairrace.com/   Watch the video on Kirby Chambliss’ recent win Red Bull Air Race Series in Berlin. 
www.billcornick.com/         Bill Cornick has a couple of good videos on his site of his Pitts S2C “Big Bad Green” 
www.limalima.com/picture.htm        Stunning Picture at the 1997 Chicago Air & Water Show of the Lima Lima Team. 
www.naat.net                             Cool video of the AeroShell team. 
www.airrace.org/indexJS.php     Reno Air Races Home page. 
www.wpafb.af.mil/museum        Wright Patterson Air Force Museum, Dayton, Ohio.  
www.frankversteegh.nl/videos/   Versteegh is a Dutch pilot flying an Extra. Check out multiple rolls on Portugal      
                                                    Show Clip! Made me dizzy! 
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DR109 
Nice DR109, 300hp 2 seat monoplane, ready 
for contests or air shows, 400hrTT, call Wayne 
Norris 765-458-6773  Norrisfld@aol.com  
 
I would like to sell my DR109, if you would 
advertise it through the club and it sells vie, I 
will donate $1000 to CH34. Thanks, Wayne  

FOR SALE   
· 1969 Moravan Zlin 526M N3466   
· Engine: Factory NEW LOM 137A, 14 hours 

Since New.   
· Airframe: 1,380 Total Time Since New  

See All  Details at : 
http://www.dorseyaero.com/zlin_forsale.htm   
 
Offered at $95,000 pretty darn firm.  
Contact: Rob@DorseyAero.com    
Phone: (859) 657-6340  
 
1993 S1S 1993 PITTS S1S • $35,000 • FOR SALE •  
 
Approx 400 TTAFE, NDH, AEI0-360 w/solid crank, over 
200 HP Dick Demurs engine, fuel injected, full inverted 
system, symetrical wings, wood leading edges, spring gear, 
new Hooker harness, sighting device,aux tank in the upper 
wing for fuel or smoke oil, smoke system, lexan panels, 
Haigh locking tail wheel, Valcom COM radio, excellent 
maintenance. I am the second owner of this wonderful 
airplane and I have all logs for airframe, engine and prop. No 
hard acro. If you are looking for great airplane look no 

 
Contact Keith A. Register - located Clarksville, TN USA • 

Telephone: 931-552-4401  
see detailed photos at: http://65.13.240.2/P2050039.JPG  

 
Project For Sale - Super Acro Sport I  
*Fuselage on gear with Cleveland 500 x 5 wheels/brakes 
*Firewall and engine mount 
*20 gal. fuel tank and 5 gal smoke or 2nd fuel tank 
*Blank instrument panel 
*Tail feathers and stick with push-pull in fuselage 
*Seat made and welded in place 
*Wings (4) center section, cabanes and all hardware for   
   wings/ailerons made. 
*All ribs for ailerons are done. 
*Aircraft Spruce material List for Plane    $7,500 
     Will sell for less than material costs. 
     Call Ray Crowe 734-249-1841  
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Meeting Locations 

 
 
Other 2006 Dates of Interest: 

           June 10, 2006         Young Eagles Day E AA 657, Vine Grove Kentucky (7KY) 
           June 10, 2006         Ohio Rally - Young  Eagles Day EAA 9, OSU airport (KOSU)  
           July 24-30, 2006    AirVenture   Oshkosh , WI 

Sept. 24-29,2006    US National Aerobatic Champions hips  Denison, TX  
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Red Stewart Airfield   
- 40I - 

4925 N State Route 42 
Waynesville, Oh 45068 

www.stewartsaircraft.net  
513-897-7717 

 
 

Union County Airport   
- MRT - 

760 Clymer Road 
Marysville, OH 43040 

www.primeaeroinc.com   
937-644-2065  

or 937-644-2055 

 
 

Henry Co. Airport 
- 7W5 - 

10646 County Road O 
Napoleon, OH 43545 

www.airnav.com/airport/7W5  
1-888-247-4008 

 

 
 

Gene Snyder Airport 
- K62  

400 Gene Snyder 
Airport Dr. 

Falmouth, KY 41040 
www.airnav.com/airport/k62  

859-654-1200 
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May 13 may have been a rain-out for 
the IAC34 meeting and practice in 
Marysville, but the Kentucky Bunch 

got together for some practice and critique in Falmouth the next weekend on May 20th.   
 
Kim Wolfe wrote in an e-mail: “Randy Reinhart worked the guys! I mean He Really  worked the 
guys HARD. They loved it and learned!!! The weekend rains held off for a change and the 
weather was perfect. Greg, Chuck , Chris, Ashley,  Ed & Randy  were able to practice with great 
coaching all day and I think they had enough by the end of the day.”  
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                         History, Connection, and W ho We Are  by Gordon Penner_ 

 

 
                                                                                                                                      Continued on page 9 

                
    Aerobatic Time Line ����
����
1909 - First World Air Meet  
           Eugène Lefebvre  
           Dives and Steep Banked Turns 
 
1913 - First Inverted Flight  
           Adolphe Pégoud  
           Vertical Figure S 
           tail slides , flick turns  
           full 360-degree loop 
 
1913 -First Loop the Loop 
          Russian Army lieutenant 
          Petr Nikolaevich Nesterov 
 
1914- Eight Consecutive Loops 
         British Pilot B. C. Hucks       

 
1911-1914 America's first stunt flyer    
                   Lincoln Beachey 
 

 

     1920’s The Barn Storming Era  

 
In a previous writings I have lamented feeling disconnected with our aviation 
past.  I came to the sport of aerobatics relatively recently, even though I have 
been flying for many years.  This disconnected feeling was intensified by 
attending the Curtis Pitts memorial held at Sun-N-Fun in April (2006).  So many 
people had been afforded the chance to know him as a person.  At least I can 
placate myself somewhat by learning more about him, and seeing how the sport 
would be very different without him. 
 
 However, as I studied Curtis Pitts many other names came up.  These were 
names that I did not know (but should), or they were names that the aerobatic 
people around me did not know.  Part of the problem, as our Bruce Johnson 
says, is the nature of a hobby.  Most people stay in a hobby about 5 to 7 years, 
and then slowly gravitate to something else.  In the case of hobbies like our 
aerobatic sickness people eventually move onto something less expensive as 
mortgages and children and life intervene.  The institutional memory is not 
passed on to the new people. 
 
 The other part of the problem is there is not a lot written on these people.  As an 
aviation enthusiast since childhood I can name most of the top combat aces in 
four wars as well as some of the race pilots from the 30’s era and tell a little bit 
about them.  Our American aerobatic champions and innovators have done as 
much as the aces without the might and money of a nation behind them, yet they 
are mostly unknown to us.  We at Chapter 34 are going to remedy that by 
showing a history time line on all of the coming newsletters, and also by 
featuring articles on some of our greats.   
 
In the film “Threshold” one of the Blue Angels said something that has stuck with 
me.  I am paraphrasing, but roughly he said that many fine teams have gone 
before us, and many fine teams will come after us.  It is the tradition of the whole 
thing that inspires us, and we want to be part of that tradition.  We want to be 
good enough to be part of that long line.  In the following histories we are 
revealing our aerobatic tradition, and I have found that it is a rich tradition. 
 
Remember, most of our champions and innovators are not supermen or 
superwomen.  They were fairly normal people that had some raw talent 
(potential energy), which is nothing when unharnessed, and through dogged 
persistence turned it into a refined, precise aerobatic ability (kinetic energy).  My 
hope is that you will identify with them and be inspired by them. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mary Gaffaney had the fire in her belly to be a champion, but apparently you 
would never know it to look at her.  These are the words of the great Gordon 
Baxter who, in the July 1972 issue of Flying Magazine, said the following;  
“Mary Gaffaney is sweet and gentle and 46 years old and looks like she ought to 
be cutting out biscuits to win a Pillsbury bake-off instead of being the winner - 
five times in row – of the women’s national aerobatic title and holder of the gold 
medal for the women’s world championship.” 
 
Baxter wrote these words and those that follow right before the US team went to 
Salon de Provence, France to eventually win the 1972 Men’s World 
Championship, the Women’s World Championship, and the Team World  
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                         History, Connection, and Who We Are Continued …..  
 

 
                                                                                                                                                 Continued on page 10 

         
1927 - First Outside Loop 
           Jimmy Doolittle  
 
1927 - First Vertical Roll 
           RAF - Allen Wheeler 
 
1928 - First Mathematical methods 
           of judging aerobatics  were   
           developed independently in  
           France and Germany 
 
1928 - Gerhard Fiesler  
            invents the inverted oil      
            system 
 

        
1930’s - Freddie Lund first to outfit his   
            airplane with smoke-generators  
 
1932 - Freddie Lund Trophy -    
           Premier Invitational Competition   
           for Air Show Performers in U.S. 
 
1934 - First World Aerobatic              
           Championship 
           French Aero Club - Paris 
           Gerhard Fiesler - winner 
 

          
1936 - Cuban Eight invented  
          by Len Povey  
 

 
Championship.  They also won in an American aircraft, the Pitts Special S1S.  
The gold medal in the World Championship that Baxter spoke of was for one of 
the individual events in the 1970 World Championship in Hullavington, United 
Kingdom, where Mary placed third overall. 
 
Again, from Mr. Baxter’s’ article; “Well, she is a competitor.  Not just a 
competitor, but also the diamond-hard stuff of which world champions are 
made: practice, dedication, practice, self-confidence and practice.  She likes it.  
She’d have to, or she wouldn’t do it.  She likes the fame, the excitement, and 
the roar of the crowd.  She didn’t say this, of course; to do so would be to break 
the code of American heroes.  But the trophy-case wall of her office says 
something, and the wall of autographed plane-side photos of other members of 
this most exclusive club says something, and the replica of the Hullavington 
gold medal fixed to the side of her Pitts is very tribal.” 
 
“If Mary Gaffaney had never met Curtis Pitts or gotten an airplane bottoms up, 
she could still take her place in the high aerie of aviation’s loftiest spires.  She 
has her ATR (Air Transport Rating, now called the Air Transport Pilot license) – 
the PhD of flying – in singles, multi and helicopters.  She has here masters in 
instruments, commercial, flight instructor, seaplanes, gliders, box kites, rubber 
bands, paper darts, all of it.  And the omnipotent FAA has laid hands upon her 
and vested her as a designee and holy examiner in five categories.  A gathering 
of all the senior pilots in this land with such credentials would hardly crowd the 
ballroom of your local Holiday Inn.” 
 
In the above paragraphs I like that practice is mentioned so many times.  
Mentors who have advised me in my aerobatic career have all said that one’s 
amount of success in aerobatics is directly proportional to the amount of fuel 
that goes through one’s fuel injectors.  For myself and for those that I have 
observed I have found this to be quite true.  For the champions it is true in 
spades. 
 
As a young man I was transfixed by the stories of the great combat aces and 
gutsy bomber pilots, and I aspired to be like them.  Later I became an airline 
captain and instructor, and in that capacity taught many women captains.  They 
were all very talented and did well, so I always had good experiences in that 
regard, but I always wondered who inspired them.   Patty Wagstaff had not 
started her rise to fame yet, so there wasn’t a lot printed about heroic female 
pilots except for maybe Amelia Earhart, and none of us at that time knew about 
Mary Gaffaney.   
 
Researching this article was difficult because there is not much written about 
her.  All the web searches of anything printed about her just gave her name and 
the year that she was a champion, or they alluded to her in many glider articles 
but didn’t say much more.  There is probably something about her in Bud 
Davissons Pitts Special book, but it is out of print and I don’t want to pay 
$260.00 to $300.00 on Amazon for one.  I just happened to have the 1972 
Flying article about the US team prior to the World Championship because it 
came with the Pitts S1 project I just bought!!  There is an out of print book about 
her, which I have ordered, but it did not come in by press time.  I would like to 
print a later article about her with anything sent to us by all of you.  Learning 
about her has made me want to know more.     
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                            History, Connection, an d Who We Are Continued …..  
 

 
 

1936 Int’l Competition  
        Olympic Games Berlin 
 
1946 - US Navy Blue Angels 
          team founded  
 

               
1948-1950. Betty Skelton   
             the U.S. Feminine 
             Aerobatic Champion  
 
1950’s - First Gyroscopic  
           Maneuver,  "Lomcevak."  
           Introduced by pilots from         
           Czechoslovakia 
 
1955 - Rivial of Int’l competition 
           after WWII:    
           Britian’s Lockheed Trophy 
 
1960 - First modern World  
           Aerobatic   
           Championships (WAC) 
           held in Bratislava   
           Czechoslovakia. One  
           American participated -  
           Frank Price 
 

               
1961 - Col. Jose Luis de Aresti  
            Aguirre Publishes notation   
            system. 
 

    
 
1962 & 1964 -US National Aerobatic   
          Champion: Duane Cole 
          Flying a Clipped Wing  
          Taylorcraft 

One thing that I was struck by in what I did find about her was her singleness of 
purposes.  She liked flying and everything went toward that goal.  It wasn’t a 
hobby, it was a life.  As a glider instructor myself I was struck by how many glider 
pilots talked about starting their gliding career with, and gaining inspiration from, 
her.  She even purchased an airport on the edge of the Florida Everglades that, 
according to the Miami gliders website, was perfectly placed.  They said it had 
some of the best soaring conditions in south Florida as it was at the convergence 
of the Atlantic Ocean and sea breeze fronts.  A glider there could, on a good day, 
work its way up to 8500 feet.  She taught glider flying there, in addition to other 
forms of flight, for 20 –odd years.   
 
That singleness of purpose was also illustrated by Gordon Baxter later in the 
1972 article;  “At 40 hours, she was looping a Stearman, just for the fun of it.  She 
denies that she married Charlie because he had a Stearman and Monocoupe, 
but they were married in 1950, bought a clipped-wing Cub, and Charlie coached 
her in aerobatics with the idea of doing air shows. “Then the racing stopped, and 
the air shows died out.  There wasn’t any action anywhere.”   (Some bad crashes 
into the crowds in the early 50’s killed air racing and held down air shows for the 
next 10-plus years.)  The next decade and a half drifted by while a friend and 
neighbor over at Homestead was experimenting with a little homebuilt biplane.  
His name was Curtis Pitts.” 
 
“Mary talked of those early Sundays back in 1966 when they would all gather at 
Curtis Pitts’s strip and sit in the shade and play with his airplane.  She spoke of 
these early times softly, as a woman remembering family reunions.  “I always had 
to use both hands to snap the old Stearman, so the first Pitts I flew, Zoom! Zoom!  
They said it was a beautiful double snap.  I had to tell them I only meant one”.” 
 
“As Mary described the Pitts, an inner glow came to her face.  She acted it out, 
bouncing in her chair, hands karate-chopping the air, tossing her head.  “It‘s so 
easy to fly.  Point it, it goes; pull it, it snaps!  Bang!  Bang!  Oh, it’s fun.”  I had the 
fleeting impression that to arm-wrestle Mary would be to lose.” 
 
She was good at what she did but she worked for it.  She also saw the life that 
she wanted to live, and lived it.  I sure hope they say those things about me. 

                   Mary on Right 
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The businesses and individuals on this page are supporting the Ohio Aerobatic Open with their time, 
products or donations.              Please visit our sponsors! 
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Ohio Aerobatic Open Official Hotel 
1-937-644-0400 

www.airnav.com/reserve/hotel?tnid=312
1&near=KMRT �
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�
www.generalaviationnews.com  

�

 
STEEN AERO LAB 

   www.steenaerolab.com  
�

 

 
Keegan & Minnillo Co., LPA 

4440 Glen Este Withamsville, Ste350 
Cincinnati, Oh 45245 

513-752-3900�

�
Stewarts Aircraft 

4925 North State Route 42  
Waynesville, OH 45068 

513-897-7717 
www.stewartsaircraft.net  

�
PrimeAero  

Union Co. Airport (MRT) 
Marysville, Oh  
(937) 644-2055 

www.primeaeroinc.com  

�

�
www.timberviewgolfclub.com   

Marysville, Ohio                     

 

 

 
 
 

AIRCRAFT WHEEL & BRAKE  
1160 Center Road  

Avon, Ohio 44011-0158 
www.clevelandwheelsandbrakes.com  

�
��������������

����
���
www.barrysperchnmore.com �

(937) 642-0400  
1024 Columbus Ave  

Marysville, OH  

�
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