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WILLIAM K. KERSHNER
(Pilot, Flight Instructor, Author)

Bill was born and raised in Clarksville, TN, where he
started flying in March 1945, at age fifteen. He worked
as line boy and obtained private, commercial and

flight instructor’s certificates by washing, fueling and
propping airplanes. He later acquired instrument and
airline transport pilot ratings and logged more than
11,000 including 1150 hours military, 1900 multiengine,
4300 aerobatic instruction and more than 8000 separate
spins of up to 25 turns.

He attended lowa State University at Ames, IA, and

Austin Peay State College at Clarksville, TN. He

graduated lowa State in 1960, with a degree in technical

journalism with courses in aerodynamics, stability and control, design and performance, plus math, and
structures in the aeronautical engineering area.

In the early 1950s, he entered the Naval Aviation Cadet program in Pensacola and after training joined
VC-3 based in California; he flew World War Il fighters and early jets in California and was a F4U Corsair
nightfighter pilot off the carrier Philippine Sea in the Pacific. He was navigation and instrument training
officer, chase pilot in FOF-6 Cougars and jet transition training officer in T-33s for VC-3.

Later he was a corporate pilot for Texas Gas Transmission Corp. in Owensboro, KY, flying the Beech Bo-
nanza, Aero-Commander, Twin Beech and the DC-3. From 1960 to 1964, he worked for Piper Aircraft
Corporation at Lock Haven, PA, in several capacities--as a contract sales engineer, demonstrating air-
planes to the military at various U.S. bases; as head of flight testing; and as assistant to Mr. W.T. Piper,
Sr. in the Piper Airpark Program.

After coming to Sewanee, TN, to write books full-time in 1964, Bill flew charter, instructed and operated
an aerobatic and advanced instruction school, Ace Aerobatic School, with more than 500 students com-
pleting his course in "defensive flying;" the course included basic airplane performance, stability and con-
trol and basic and advanced aerobatic maneuvers. Ace Aerobatic School closed on January 8, 2007,
when Bill died. Bill is being inducted into the Aerobatic Hall of Fame on November 9, 2007.

The Basic Aerobatic Manual explains
and illustrates basic aerobatic maneuvers
in a six-lesson supplement to introductory
aerobatics instruction. Emphasizes the

B %%%5; $ $5 Cessna Aerobat, but is easily modified for
other types of aerobatic planes.
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EAA's 2008 calendar features stunning aircraft photographed in the fa-
mous EAA style. This calendar highlights not only some of the world's fin-
est aviation photography but also notes dates of the EAA regional fly-ins
and is the perfect size for recording your appointments. EAA's 2008 World
of Flight calendar is a great gift for aviation enthusiasts.

Regular on-line price is $12.99, but we can order a
calendar for $8.50/each with a minimum of 6 orders.

s a club and get the

Please contact Lorrie Penner to order 513-284-5076  or
email: Penn.Lorr@yahoo.com
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As we saw in last month’s Safety Corner, the lack of stall and spin knowledge has
been around for awhile. In fact, it seems somewhat institutionalized. Rich Stowells
new book, ‘The Light Airplane Pilots Guide to Stall/Spin Awareness’ brings a lot of
things together in one place that were previously unknown by the general flying com-
munity. Here are a few tidbits;

“June of 1980 — Representatives from all facets of civilian and military aviation gather
in Washington, DC for hearings on whether or not mandating spin training once again
will improve safety and save lives. In his final report, Chairman Jim Lloyd writes:

The overwhelming evidence from testimony reveals a whole flight regime...
that is kept a mystery to the licensed aviator by the FAA by practice and
regulation.” (Rich Stowell, pg 29)

Here is another one; “I know of only one area of ignorance which was decreed by
regulation and which government has sponsored ever since - spin training” — Roger
Boggs, FAA Accident Investigation Staff (retired), testifying on the subject of spin
training before a Congressional Subcommittee in 1980 (Rich Stowell, pg 7)

Rich’s book starts with the 12 main myths about stalls and spins. Here’s one.
Myth #6 During spins, the slip/skid indicator (the ball) shows spin direction
The slip/skid ball is totally unreliable while spinning. (Rich Stowell, pg 3)

“If your airplane is so equipped, look at the turn needle or the symbolic airplane of the turn coordinator. These are the
only instruments capable of conveying spin direction (the attitude indicator, heading indicator, and slip/skid ball are
unreliable during spins). A turn needle reacts only to yaw. Consequently, the needle will always be deflected in the
direction of rotation whether the spin is upright or inverted. Step on the rudder opposite to the deflected turn needle”.

“A turn coordinator, on the other hand, reacts to both yaw and roll; hence, it's only reliable during upright spins, where
yaw and roll spin components happen to be in the same direction.” (Rich Stowell, pg 277)

Author and instructor William K. Kershner found that with two slip/skid balls installed in both a C-150 and a Beech
Sport, one in front of each pilot, the two ball indicators would consistently end up in opposite corners of the inclinome-
ter during spins. This was observed in both airplanes. (Rich Stowell, pg 332)

Don't use the ball for spin direction, please!




Page 8 Volume 5, Issue 11

National News

Aerobatic Aviation Hall of Fame

On November 9, 2007 the IAC will honor two in-
ductees into the Aerobatic Hall of Fame. One of them
is Debby Rihn-Harvey the other is William “Bill”
Kershner.

Earlier in this newsletter you read an Aerobatic
History article about Bill Kershner. | never had the
pleasure of meeting him, but | have met Debby and not
only is she nice, but she’s a hoot! Being on the IAC
Board of Directors is a bit intimidating at first. | must
say that between Vicki Cruse, Lisa Popp and Debby
Rihn-Harvey one doesn’t remain intimidated for long!

The information one reads about Debby in the
official bio, will tell you that she is a third generation
pilot. Her father taught her to fly as a teenager and she is currently anxdaptaouthwest Airlines and
manages a fixed-based operation in Texas. That information is interestinggdturig her in person and
experiencing her friendly no-nonsense attitude with a sprinkle of devilish whit rirekbg come to life.

Debby’s accomplishments range from winning the US National Women’s Champ®rdimes in a
row, winning an impressive 15 medals in world competition, being an ACE, being an FA#iriexdo
being the longest standing member of the US Unlimited Aerobatic Team (24 years!

She accomplished much in her life and | have no doubt will continue to do so. Her accomgdishme
the aerobatic world are equal to her accomplishment as a first rate human bheimgspires and at the
same time makes you giggle. Congratulations to Debby on being recognizeddontngution to aero-
batics, it couldn’t have happened to a nicer gal! By, Lorrie Penner

FAA Grants Exemption For IAC Practice, Competition Flights

The FAA has approved an exemption requested by EAA on behalf of the International Aerobatic Club allowing IAC
pilots greater operating flexibility when making practice and competition flights at contest sites, and removing a
requirement that the aircraft flight manual be in the plane when practicing or competing.

A two-year exemption (through September 30, 2009) was granted allowing IAC pilots participating in IAC-
sanctioned aerobatic competitions to carry less than the VFR fuel requirements under certain conditions. Fuel on-
board must be enough to take off, complete the planned flight maneuvers, and land at the same airport with
enough fuel to fly for an additional 10 minutes at normal cruising speed.

EAA asked that the exemption also include IAC members flying aerobatic aircraft while practicing at the actual
competition airports prior to an IAC-sanctioned event.

“Prior to this addition to the exemption, IAC competition pilots were allowed the fuel exemption for judged flights
only, not for practice flights at the contest site,” said Vicki Cruse, IAC president. Regarding the exemption from
having to carry the aircraft flight manual in the aircraft at all times, Cruse commented, “You can imagine the safety
issue having this requirement in place. It just doesn’t work for flying aerobatics. We are happy to have been
granted all of these exemptions.”

IAC has been managing competition events under this exemption for over 28 years. This renewal continues to
show the positive flight safety partnership that exists between the FAA, IAC, and EAA.



Volume 5, Issue

Page 9

%%%5 $$ 4 5
6 $ $$ 5 9 % 9$%-
4
%%%5 % $$5
E M $$ *
)2% >, 4%%
)
% 954 "< %%%5  ANES 55
43$*< )& (A" AY)
(A RRPAN("
%%%5 % 5

%%%5 4 $ 5

Communication Solutions for C Fo9G
High-Noise Environments 4$$*< ')
(A""Al' A)
%%%5 S
; $$ ] /




Page 10

Volume 5, Issue 11

_—
7 $

November 17
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CLUB MEETING

[

1lam Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, OH (40I)
FREE LUNCH
Officer Elections: Secretary and Treasurer
$ 0112 $ ! #
January 19 Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Ohio (40I)
1lam Guest Speaker : Giles Henderson FREE LUNCH

February 16

Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Ohio (40I)

1lam FREE LUNCH
March 8-9 Introduction to Aerobatic Judging
8a-5pm daily Lewis A. Jackson Regional Airport, Dayton Ohio (i19)
April 19 Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Oh (40I)
1lam
May 17 Acro Camp
10am-7pm Union Co. Airport, Marysville, OH (MRT)
June 20-21 OHIO AEROBATIC OPEN
8am-8pm daily Practice: Thursday, June 19 Raindate: Sunday, June 22
July 26-27 Dayton Vectren Airshow
IAC34 Booth Space with Greater Dayton EAA
August 16 Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Oh (40I)
1lam
Sept. 20-21 Blue Ash Airport Days
IAC34 Booth Space
October 18 Acro Camp
10am-7pm Union Co. Airport, Marysville, OH (MRT)

November 15

1lam

Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Oh (40I)

Officer Election; President and Vice President

FREE LUNCH

December

NO MEETING—HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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Do you have aviation news, a project to share, an aerobatic story or experience? This is
your chance to add to the storehouse of club information. We'd like to hear from you!
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