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The day is finally here.  No more paper work to wait on and no more "To Do" 
lists.  Everything's ready, the chute's been repacked and the safety crew has 
been briefed.  I'm belted in and have been dutifully kissed and patted on the 
head by the wife. 

At this moment I'm at the end of the runway.  I think to myself; the next few mo-
ments will either be some of the best of my life ….or the worst of my life.  I 
shove a little power in and push the nose over (it's stable on the gear).  I shove 
in the rest of the throttle and get rewarded with a kick in the pants and am 
thrown back into the seat.   A nudge back on the stick and we're airborne - me 
and the Eagle 540 N34BJ ( after 9 years of being with the project, the airplane 
has its own identity).  A wiggle of the ailerons assures it's controllable.  I pull 
back on the stick to keep the climb at 110 in a right climbing turn and we're at 
3,000 agl on down wind.... 

I can now breathe. I've just graduated from the ranks of those who will, to those 
who have......Boyd 

                                                                              -Boyd Birchler, IAC34 Member 
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In Mid – America and Southeast Region aerobatic contests we are all 
just used to seeing Randy Reinhardt on the judges line, or holding 
court in the hangar afterwards.  He and his scooter are such a ubiqui-
tous sight at contests that I personally cannot imagine him not being 
there.  Known for running a tight contest and for knowing the rulebook 
backwards and forwards, Randy Reinhardt is now being recognized 
and rewarded for his monumental contribution to our sport.  He is also 
an inspiration to many as he has not let the effects of a horseback 
riding accident stop him from contributing to the sport he loves so 
much. 

Randy flew in the US Air Force during that bit of unpleasantness in Southeast Asia 
from 1968 until 1973, but his association with flying and aerobatics started before 
that.  Being from Louisville, Kentucky, Randy knew the Soucy’s.  He helped Gene 
Soucy build two of his S1-S’s.  This included the 6 inch frame extensions needed 
because Gene was so tall.  He sent Gene Soucy up for his Commercial checkride.  
Gene’s dad, Paul Soucy, sent Randy up for his Commercial checkride when he 
turned 18. 

 

Randy soloed a Schweizer 2-22 glider when he was 14.  By the time he was 18 
he had his Commercial, his Instrument, his Multi, and his CFI and was teaching 
aerobatics in a Stearman and a Decathalon.  When called up for Vietnam the Air 
Force was looking for pilots with CFI and round engine experience to teach our 
allies to fly our older planes.  Randy taught Royal Thai Air Force pilots to fly T-
28’s with extra machine guns mounted on them.  He also spent a lot of time fly-
ing the Douglas A-1 Skyraider out of Thailand on some hairy missions.  Later his 
wing converted to the F-4 for air-to-ground work and for the Fast-FAC (Forward 
Air Controller) program. 
 

Randy did not return to aerobatics right away when coming home from the land of crippling humidity.  He got into 
competition skydiving from 1974 until 1985, but on a flight in a Cessna 182 over Florida he happened to fly over Se-
bring.  He saw a lot of activity and a lot of funny-looking airplanes down there.  After landing to see what was going 
on, and staying on to enjoy a few adult beverages, he saw something he wanted to be a part of.   In less than a year 
he bought one of the few homebuilt S1-T’s and started competing.  Sebring holds a special place in Randy’s heart, 
with him saying “…I never miss Sebring!” 

 

His first contest was Maytown, Pennsylvania in 1986 in the Sportsman category.  
Soon he was placing and winning.  He flew Sportsman for 1986, flew Intermediate in 
1987 and 88, then flew Advanced from 1989 until 2001, when he had his horse riding 
accident.  The Pitts S1-T, with a 200 hp engine, spring gear, and fixed pitch prop was 
his competition mount until it was lost in a hangar fire in 1996.  After that he pur-
chased an Extra 200 and continued to compete in Advanced.  During this time he also 
owned a stock Chipmunk and a Decathalon. 

 

Soon after he started competing he didn’t just go to judges school, he became a judge.  I think you are beginning to 
see that Randy doesn’t do anything in half measures.  He became a judge in 1986.  He became a Chief Judge in 
mid 1990’s.  Randy says “You can’t place well unless you know the rules”, and “You have got to sit out on the judges  

Schweizer 2-22 �
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Harold E. Neumann Award for Outstanding Contributio n as a Chief Judge. 
The family of Harold E. Neumann has provided the permanent trophy in 1998 to recognize the 
outstanding chief judge and to honor the name of Harold E. Neumann, Collier Aviation Trophy 
recipient, Thompson Trophy Race winner, active IAC competitor and judge until well into his 
70's. The Award is given annually for outstanding contribution as a Chief Judge during the prior 
contest year. General guidelines, though not requirements, for the award include a person 
known for leadership qualities and fairness on the judges line.�
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line and see and hear how these things are judged”.  He must have believed this from 
the beginning, assisting and recording for 85 flights at one of his first contests! 

 

“The idea is not to fly perfectly, but to make it appear perfect.  A loop that appears per-
fectly round to the judges, isn’t.” says Randy.  This is one of the hardest things for the 
new person to grasp.  We are flying for flawed human judges, and things like parallax 
have to be accounted for. Flying is not just a technical skill, it is also an art.  To this end 
Randy also serves up his skills as an aerobatic coach, able to present the points of view 
of both the judge and the competitor.  Many of us have improved our flying using his 
coaching. 

 

I asked Randy if being a Line Judge and a Chief Judge are related to one another, or 
are they completely different skill sets.  He said “They are completely different!  You can 
be an outstanding Chief Judge and a terrible line judge, and vice versa”.  Later, he said “Your job as a line judge is to 
carefully watch every figure and consistently apply the criteria to arrive at a score.  Your job as a Chief Judge is to run a 
contest safely, first of all, but your secondary concern is efficiency.  Also, as a line judge you need to really know chapter 
8 of the book, but to be Chief Judge you have to almost memorize the whole rule book”.  

 

On November 26th, 2001 a horse that Randy says “….didn’t want to be ridden that day” bucked Randy off, throwing him 
headlong into the corral fence.  At first Randy was devastated by the change in his life, but he climbed out of that depres-
sion to reach for as much as he could.  At first he made himself get out and go places.  Initially, this meant his being in a 
wheel chair pushed by others.  Later, he got the scooter for getting around, and a rig on the back of his car to load and 
unload the scooter.  He became strong enough through therapy to not only get from the car to the scooter and back, but 
to sit out there on the judges line on a 100 degree day for just about the whole day.  And he does it a lot!  For the last 
several years Randy has worked 10 to 11 contests a year and, of course, he never misses Sebring. 

 

Recently my mother ended up in the hospital with a Parkinson’s Disease-related event and she will have to move to as-
sisted living.  To her it was initially overwhelming.  In relating this to Randy he immediately said “Make sure that she gets 
out and gets around people.  You either get pissed off or you give up in a situation like this.  Anger can be therapeutic”.   

I agree wholeheartedly.  Randy went toward aerobatics as something he was going to do come hell or high water.  He 
loves the social part of it as well as the more visible parts.  I am glad that we are celebrating a person of such character 
and tenacity, and am again forced to wonder at how aerobatics seems to draw people such as these.   

            Congratulations, Randy! 

2222////�'�'�' �'� ���
Douglas A-1 Skyraider �
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Let’s see…Check ignition off, turn fuel on, pull pro-
peller through for about 7 or 8 blades, prime about 7 
to 10 times (Why is the primer on the side of the en-
gine instead of in the cockpit?), get back in the cock-
pit (which sure is a long way up), strap in, master 
switch on, mixture rich, throttle cracked open, call 
clear, push starter switch, count four or five blades 
and note a good rate of prop rotation, magnetos on, 
hope it starts.  If it doesn’t, un-strap, get out of cock-
pit, do it all over again. 

 

This is what I went through recently as a newly checked out Stearman pilot.  Doing all the procedures right for start-
ing and knowing the limitations are the biggest thing about the aircraft.  Flying it was actually straight-forward.  I 
should have done this before but I put it off to spend my limited money on other things, mainly aerobatic.  Now I 
cannot fully describe what flying the Stearman does to you.  You not only feel like you should walk with a little 
swagger in your step, you strongly feel the historical connection to all those Navy and Army Air Corp cadets getting 
ready to fly and fight. 

 

The Stearman is a big brute yet still a basic airplane.  Nothing happens fast in getting the aircraft ready because of 
its size.  Fueling it is not that easy since the tank is the center section of the top wing.  You definitely cannot push it 
around by yourself.  It is not only big, it is strong, stressed to +12 G’s and -7 to -9 G’s.  Stout, very stout! 

 

Since I have tailwheel time I didn’t find the takeoff and landing that difficult, but it definitely takes more care.  You 
must not land with side load on the airplane at the point of touchdown because the airplane is somewhat top-heavy.  
It is the case of the tall triangle (sounds like a Hardy Boys mystery).  The distance from one main wheel to the other 
is less than the distance from each main wheel up to the fuel tank in the top wing.  If one lands with a side load, and 
the fuel tank has some fuel in it, the top-heavy side to side motion will add to what should already be a wild ride.  
The Stearman is already somewhat heavy on the tailwheel which adds momentum to the tail-trying-to-pass-the-pilot 
motion. 

 

The airplane also sits tall on the main gear with a geometry that puts the airplane close to stall when on the ground 
in a 3-point attitude.  Add to that the width of the fuselage and you have on your hands a cockpit very hard to see 
out of in a landing attitude.  That took some getting used to.  Pitts drivers have the same problem, but the Stearman 
nose attitude seems at least 50% higher. 

 

Speaking of the Pitts, the Stearman also becomes quite ground-hungry with the power off.   All those wires do not 
make for a low drag airplane.  Spins and all basic maneuvers were quite fun but took a lot of energy and two hands. 

 

When you land you definitely feel like you have DONE SOMETHING!  Flying a piece of history, in an open cockpit 
with the wind in your face, in something that is basically an airborne ‘Harley”, is something that I recommend.  Like 
the lottery says, ‘odds are, you’ll have fun’.  I sure did. 

 
Take a Stearman ride today!  

Call 513-897-7717 
Red Stewart Airfield (40I), Waynesville, Ohio 

www.stewartsaircraftservice.net   
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Events during MERFI included: forums in the 
executive hangars, day long aircraft building 
trades demonstrations, Scout Aviation Badge 
program, and youth activities. There were also 
shuttles to local attractions such as the Saturday 
night 700+ classic cars show downtown, and the 
NASCAR Busch Series Race.  (I could see the 
raceway from my camping spot, couldn’t really 
tell who won, but watched for free…) 
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�� ��� Chris did a fly-by on Saturday and the picture of  
his airplane ended up in the Mansfield News  

Journal in the Sunday Edition! 

Forrest  
Barber  
flew over 
from  
Alliance, OH 

Mark Reineck (left) flew down from Sandusky and John 
Sollinger (above) came over from Marysville. 

Brett Hunter was part of the  
Saturday Fly-By in his Magnum Pitts. 

Mark Ohlinger 

Flew over  
from Akron. 
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��������Aerobatic Time Line 
 
1964 - The FAI officially adopted the 
Aresti system of illustrating aerobatic 
figures and the corresponding difficulty  
coefficients  

       
  
1965 - EAA establishes 
Precision Flying Division to develop 
national rules for the sport. 
��
1966 -Women’s Aerobatic 
Championship established. 
  
World Championship in  Moscow; 
clean sweep for Soviet men & women 
   
1968 -Aerobatic Club of America  
replaces Precision Flying Division 

         
Harold Krier of Ashland, Kansas  was 
the 1968 U. S. National Aerobatic 
Champion. 
��
1970 - Formation of  the IAC 

������������������� �
 �

1970 - Leo Loudenslager 
builds the Laser 200 in his basement based 
on the Stephens Akro  

 
Leo won an unprecedented seven U.S. 
National Aerobatic Champion titles in his 
Laser. 
        
1972 - Charlie Hillard became the first 
U.S. pilot to win the World title and Invents 
the Torque Roll. 
  
1972 - US winning Team includes  
Frank Christensen, Designer of the Christen 
Eagle.  Women’s Individual World Cham-
pion Mary Gaffaney.  

            
1974 - WAC was canceled because of the 
international fuel crisis. 
  
1974 - US National Champion Art Scholl 

               
1974 - The Zwilbelturm, or Spiral Tower 
was invented by Swiss and European 
champion Eric Muller. From a right roll on a 
vertical up line, a tumble is begun that re-
sembles an inverted ascending spin. The 
controls are reversed to accomplish a transi-
tion to an upright flat spin as the aircraft 
reaches apogee and starts to descend. 
 �

1980 - First World Aerobatic 
Championship held in U.S. at Osh-
kosh, WI 
  
1980 - Betty Stewart "Women's 
World Aerobatic Champion" and Leo 
Loudenslager “Overall world Aero-
batic Champion” 

�
 1982 -�Betty Stewart wins 
Women’s Title at WAC in  
Spitzerberg, ,Austria 
  
1984 - ���������	
��
�����	
������������������������������	
�����������  

�
  
 
1984- World Championship takes 
place in Hungary. Kermit Weeks 
places 3rd in the “Weeks Solution”  

�
�

 
1988 - World Championships took 
place in Red Deer, Alberta, Canada. 
Henry Haigh is Overall and Men’s 
Champion. The USA Men’s and 
Women’s Teams take First Place. 
�

1988 - IAC initiates the Collegiate 
Award for College teams participat-
ing in IAC Sanctioned Contests. 
 �
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IAC and USA Known Sequences Requested for 2008  
 The IAC is putting out a request for submissions for Known sequences for the contest year 2008. All sub-
missions will be posted on the web site for IAC member review, along with proposed rule changes. Final 
sequence selection will be made the Fall Board Meeting in early November. Proposed sequences for all 
categories except Primary are requested (Primary stays the same for 2008). Deadline for all submissions 
is September 10. Advanced and Unlimited sequence selection by the IAC Board will be made by Septem-
ber 14, due to the CIVA requirements; however, the comment period for Sportsman and Intermediate se-
quences will remain open until October 31st. Sequences should be emailed or faxed to Brian Howard 
at BK@NewAttAero.com or faxed to (520) 844-8132.�

The U.S. Nationals will be held September 23rd through 
September 29th in Sherman, Texas. Check out the website as 
time gets closer for more updates at 
www.usnationalaerobatics.org   
Currently, the website is up and running. Mark your calendars 
and come on out to the Nationals for some flying fun!  
Advanced Team selection this year! ����������������
��D ���
����
�
��
��#���� ��
�	���������-��
��������
��������E��������
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Looking for a great tool to help you develop sequen ces? 
��������������������������������������������������� � ����������������������!������"�� ���� ������������ �����������
���	
���
��	����	�� ���

#��������$�����%�������������$�����������������"�&� ���������!��������������������!�������������������� ���"�
'����������� �������������������������������������� ����������"��(�������������������)������%$��������� ������
�� ���$������!��������)���������������������������� ���������������������������"��

�������������� ����)�����!���������� ������)�*����� +�����������&,-�+�-&.,�������� ���/���������������� ������0�������
)������������������������!�������������)���%$�����" ��#���$�����%���������)���$$�����
112�������������� ����"  

Visit the website and start creating sequences now!  www.aerobatics.org.il/olan/welcome.php 

 
The software and language were written by Michael Golan of Israel and is used by the Aerobatic Assoc. of Israel. 
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Sept. 22-23 Blue Ash Airport Days—Blue Ash, OHIO  www.airportdays.com 

 IAC34 has its own booth space! Booth open from 10am-5pm daily. 

 Contact Lorrie Penner for a volunteer shift! smuth2@yahoo.com   

 IAC34 member, Brett Hunter to perform at the event! www.pittsfreak.com  

  

October 20 AcroCamp—Union Co. Airport Marysville, OH  (MRT) 

10a-7p Instructors; Gordon Penner , Emerson Stewart and Brett Hunter 

Tentative Lunch $5.00 

  

November 17 CLUB MEETING  

11am Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, OH (40I) 

 FREE LUNCH 

 Officer Elections: Secretary and Treasurer 

                                       Upcoming Mid-America Regional Contest:_____________ _______                 
 

Illinois State Open  
Friday, Sept. 7—Sunday, Sept. 9, 2007 
Practice/Registration: Friday, Sept. 7 
Categories: Primary through Unlimited Power 
Location: Illinois Valley Regional Airport – locator VYS, Peru, IL 
Hosting Chapter: IAC 1 
Contest Director Craig Henry, glasair2@aol.com. 
Contest Website: www.iacchapter1.com 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car available at this location. 815-223-6000 
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New Washington DC ADIZ and FRZ Procedures Effective  Immediately.  
Notice Number: NOTC0977 

Reminder: NEW Washington DC ADIZ and FRZ procedures  effective immediately.  

Information can be found at:http://www.faa.gov/airports_airtraffic/air_traffic/ publications/notices/  

It is strongly recommended  that all pilots flying under Visual Flight Rules (VFR) within 100 nm of the DCA 
VOR/DME complete special awareness training for the Washington DC Metropolitan Area. This training is avail-
able in the Aviation Learning Center at http://www.FAASafety.gov. 

 
Direct any questions on the DC ADIZ/FRZ to the FAA Representative at the National Capital Region Coordina-
tion Center (NCRCC), telephone 866-598-9522. 

For general questions about the NOTAM or restrictions you can also call the System Operations Support Cen-
ter (SOSC) at 202-267-8276. 

 
Information about waiver applications and TSA security authorization can be found at 
http://www.TSA.gov/what_we_do/ga/waiver-forms.shtm (case sensitive - use lower case only), or call the Na-
tional Capital Region Coordination Center (NCRCC), telephone 866-598-9522, Washington Hub Flight Service 
Station (FSS), telephone 866-225-7410. 

 


