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July Meeting Minuies

Attendance: IAC34 Members, Gordon and Lorrie Penner, Frank Auffinger (Pitts

S2S), Eric Backschieder. Guests: Jay Hodge (YAK 52) and friends, Tim (YAK
50) and Chris (Christen Eagle). Tailwheel student Mike Phillips and Aerobatic
Student John Libben.

As seen by pictures, bright sunny day. IAC34 meeting con-
sisted of eating pizza outside on the picnic tables, telling very
tall aviation tales and watching aerobatic flying.

After swapping tales at the lunch table, the group wandered out to the field to watch Jay Hodge fly a YAK 50 that

belonged to his friend Tim. Jay flew the silver aircraft through i
When Jay was finished flying, The gang launched Chris out in

ts paces, greatly entertaining everyone.
his snazzy black and gold Christen Eagle. Chris has

only owned the Eagle for a month and already flies it like a seasoned Sportsman competition pilot. He hasn't had
much in the way of ground coaching yet, so Lorrie gave a bit of critique. Chris said he appreciated learning how a
judge would be observing his flight. Chris would like to fly in a contest next year.

Everyone had a chance to congratulate Frank on his choice of
in his new aircraft so far. He's been flying with Emerson in the
in preparation of the arrival of his new plane.

a nice Pitts S2S. Frank has only 4 hours of flying time
Red Stewart Airfield flight school Pitts S2A for practice

Frank Auffinger shows Tim around his new Pitts S2S

Chris Shollenbarger’s Christen Eagle
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N Projessional Pillot's
Wieuw of Contest Ryl

Mike Lakin, age 37, military pilot (helos, C-130, T-34 turboprop), and aerobatic aircraft owner. CFl since 1989. I've
owned a Midget Mustang, Citabria, Luscombe, Pitts S-1S, and a Super Decathlon. Plenty of experience teaching ba-
sic aerobatics in the Navy's version of the T-34 (turboprop). However, over the years my commitments to the military
and to my family have made it nearly impossible to go and fly in a contest. This year | was able to fly in the IAC 34
contest at Union County Airport near Marysville, Ohio. Here's a few notes for those who are contemplating aerobatics
and contest flying.  The box ..it's pretty small. No way to prep for that except to fly in the box, especially the one at
the particular contest. | did better after doing a thorough study of the overhead photo. A smart guy would "google
earth” the contest site prior to the contest and study it thoroughly.  The Wind ..Understand that some maneuvers are
done downwind and some are done upwind. | flew half my first routine in the wrong direction and zeroed the maneu-
vers. Aggressiveness/Competition Style. Flying..  Be ready to aggressively fly your airplane. I'm not one to really
beat up my equipment (As one who teaches with my aircraft, | can't afford to have my plane in the shop mid season
because | abused it-It's a Super Decathlon and not a Pitts or Extra), but a lot of folks really flew their planes hard.
Those were the guys that were placing in the top 5 in each category. My hats are off to them...l need to get another
Pitts. The Maneuvers.. IAC standards are very demanding. Practice helps. A sighting device doesn't hurt either.
Critiquing by a coach or judge is essential. If you can, go to an acro camp or practice in a box. Flying by yourself
(practice) does not prepare a pilot for IAC judging of their flight. Study the IAC rule book and get a flying buddy to talk
through any issues. | just showed up, grabbed a sportsman sequence and starting flying. | even had to ask what
some of the maneuvers were (embarrassing).

Volunteering... | learned a lot from working
on the judges line as a recorder. Dale Evans,
the judge, was fantastic. However, after sit-
ting in the sun all day, | didn't really feel like
flying in the late afternoon. The veteran fly-
ers were in the air conditioned FBO before
their flights..pretty smart. Being the first con-
testant in the Sportsman lineup is a tough
way to introduce a hew guy to competition.
Next time | will bring some folks to help with
the extra duties. Cost..3 days off from work,
2 days hotel, avgas for the entire trip, lost
income from not being able to teach flying on
a nice weekend...| figured that it cost

me between $1500-$2000 to go fly my first
contest.

People... Great group of pilots and volun-
teers. Made many new friends and estab-
lished some contacts for future reference.
These guys are real pros. | met airshow pi-
lots, military test pilots, former fighter pilots
with combat experience, Airline Captains,

Corporate Jet pilots, successful business executives who fly and win contests on the weekends, retired rocket scien-
tists, physicians, and some up and coming airplane mechanics who are also aerobatic competition types. The volun-
teers also had very impressive backgrounds. Dispatchers for corporate flight departments, senior aircraft mainte-
nance types, computer whizzes, technical genius types, non-aviation professionals, mothers, and the list goes
on.

Overall.. | enjoyed flying a contest and working with the extremely talented individuals who are in IAC competition.
It was my first opportunity to ever be critiqued from the ground during my 17 years. However, it was expensive and
time consuming (4 days). If you are looking for coaching or critiquing, | recommend spending the money to bring a
coach to your airport or going to an acro camp/competition aerobatic school . If you want to be a contest pilot
though..GO, and learn! | think every single aerobatic pilot should be required to spend some time studying under the
IAC contest and rules system. | probably won't be at every contest, but | hope to fly a few more in the near future if
my work schedule permits.  Thanks Everyone/Enjoyed It! IAC34 Member , Mike Lakin Charleston, WV
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Notice Number: NOTC0895
Runway Incursion PD statistics FY2007 versus equiva  lent period FY2006

2(E/ *F 2(E/l *F
/[ > $ [ >

Below is a regional survey breakdown of the 39 runw  ay incursion errors caused by pilots in the region:
12 - Entered runway or crossed runway hold bars wit ~ hout ATC clearance

11 - Issued and read back hold short instructions, then entered runway

4 - Landed without ATC clearance

10 - Departed without ATC clearance

2 - Departed from wrong runway

Miscommunications are a major cause of runway incur sions.

Please take a look at the link below, which feature s information regarding communications with Air Tra ffic
Control.

www.faasafety.gov/files/notices/2007/Jun/Good_Radio ~ _Communications_to_Avoid_Runway_Incursions.pdf

753 %>3 #7] # J L

MERFI is actually not a person. It is an acronym for MidEastern Regional Fly In. The original fly-in was
developed by the local EAA chapters who
promoted the fly-in to the Mid-Eastern Re-
gional community under the guidance of the
EAA in 1965. MERFI is the second oldest
EAA regional fly-in in the U.S. The Fly-In used
to take place at Marion, but moved to Mans-
field - Lahm Airport this year.

Events at the Fly-In include: High quality fo-
rums, day long aircraft building trades demon-
strations, airport campground, Friday night
pot-luck, youth activities, pancake breakfasts,
shuttles to local attractions and hotels, Fo-
rums and aircraft building skills will be located
inside hangars. Aircraft building skills will be
demonstrated all day. Saturday night 500+
classic cars show, NASCAR Busch Series
Race Sat. 3pm and more.

IAC34 will have booth space during the fly-in. Plea  se contact Lorrie Penner if you plan on attend-
ing. We have been asked if the club members would |  ike to participate in a "fly-by" during the
event. Flying demonstration aerobatics has been dis cussed, but not confirmed at this time, how-
ever if you are interested + 1 4 1/0/41 '6 656 6Y(
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The Henry Haigh Challenge held at Jackson, Michigan at the beginning
of July has long been a favorite Mid-America Regional contest for IAC34
members. The contest was flown on July 7-8 this year and IAC34 Member
Bill Lavin reports:

The contest was smaller this year with one Primary, seven
Sportsman, seven Intermediate, five Advanced and 3 Unlimited.

Rob Butts was the CD and the contest went very smoothly. The
usual people were doing the jobs they usually do. There was an
unusual number of mechanical problems.

D.J. Molny had a fuel pump problem which required having a new
pump shipped to JAX - he was able to fly but | didn't notice if it
was his plane or not. He was installing it when | left. c H 1 #4

Four students and one of their instructors flew in from SIU on Fri-
day evening just before the box closed. Saturday morning they
found a fuel leak in a wing tank and went back without competing
so they could butcher their fabric and hopefully make Salem next
weekend.

Ashley Messenger had a crack develop in his fuselage tank and
had to fly airplanes borrowed from the other Kentucky guys. He
flew back with Peggy in Ed's plane - just in case.

Everybody had two flights Saturday except Sportsman - they had

three. We flew all the Unknowns Sunday with one set of judges -

it didn't go smoothly. Intermediate had a relatively easy one.

Somebody said they'd seen harder Unknowns. At 3,000 there

was a good wind from the west. | # H& #

Advanced had a difficult Unknown and the Unlimited Unknown
was beyond that. There were numerous outs to the east, a lot of
breaks and figures flown out of the box if they didn't break. Ash-
ley and Brett were two of probably four who planned well and did-
n't have that problem. Brett won Unlimited but wasn't in first place
going into it. Both Unknowns had y-axis entries and numerous
figures on the y-axis. That resulted in numerous zeros due to
crossing the deadline and flying behind the judges.

My understanding is that Chapter 88 is protesting the Unlimited
Unknown due to the difficulty and the two "sleepers”. The judge's
line which was very busy dealing with all the problems. I've never
seen that many zeros before.

........... see the Unlimited Unknown on the next page...... Il ] #& #4
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This is the UNKNOWN
sequence the IAC88
chapter is protesting.

This will be of interest to
some of our club mem-
bers who weren't at the
contest. This is a really
freaky sequence for
someone to have to

fly ... especially seeing it
only 18 hours prior to
flying it and NEVER
practicing it!

Earlier this year, Presi-
dent of the IAC, Vicki
Cruse requested that
each competitor send in
a sequence to be used
as an Unknown, since
the storehouse of Un-
knowns has been de-
pleted. | don't know
who may have submit-
ted this one, but they
have a wicked sense of
what makes a good
Unknown sequence...
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August 25-26

Sept. 22-23

October 20
10a-7p

Tentative

November 17

1lam

MERFI—MidEastern Regional Fly-In

Mansfield Lahm Municipal Airport (MFD) www.merfi.info/
Club Meeting 10am Saturday at the Pancake Breakfast
IAC34 Booth Space—Volunteers needed for our booth

Blue Ash Airport Days—Blue Ash, OHIO www.airportdays.com

f Calsw '8 KA

Volunteers needed to help serve breakfast Saturday morning

IAC34 booth space with the Warbirds Squadron 18

AcroCamp—Union Co. Airport Marysville, OH (MRT)

Instructors; Gordon Penner and Brett Hunter

Lunch $5.00

CLUB MEETING
Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, OH (40I)
FREE LUNCH

Officer Elections: Secretary and Treasurer

Upcoming Mid-America Regional Contests:

Doug Yost Challenge

Saturday, August 4 - Sunday, August 5, 2007

Practice/Registration: Friday, August 3

Power: Primary through Unlimited

Location: Cumberland Municipal Airport (KUBE): Cumberland, W1

Contest Director: Mike Niccum

Contact Information: Primary Phone: 952-652-2245 E-Mail: PGNic@AOL.com
Website: www.iac78.org

lllinois State Open

Friday, Sept. 7—Sunday, Sept. 9, 2007

Practice/Registration: Friday, Sept. 7

Categories: Primary through Unlimited Power

Location: lllinois Valley Regional Airport — locator VYS, Peru, IL
Hosting Chapter: IAC 1

Contest Director Craig Henry, glasair2@aol.com.

Contest Website: www.iacchapterl.com

Enterprise Rent-A-Car available at this location. 815-223-6000
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National News

The U.S. Nationals will be held September 23rd through Sep-
tember 29th in Sherman, Texas. Check out the website as time
gets closer for more updates at www.usnationalaerobatics.org
Currently, the website is in the beginning phase but it is up and
running. Mark your calendars and come on out to the Nationals
for some flying fun! Advanced Team selection this year!
3Q # 14

I G # - #

Local News
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