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Bob Wagner’s “50 Years Since Solo” Celebration!!  
By Gordon Penner 

50 years ago this month longtime IAC Chapter 34 member Bob Wagner  
soloed in the Aeronca Champ that you see below!  A very well attended party 
was held at Morraine Airpark south of Dayton to commemorate this event.  
Great food, nice people!   
 
Most of you know Bob and Patty Wagner as the longest running husband and 
wife wing walking airshow act in the country.  They did this for over 30 years 
and just recently retired from that, but they did not ‘retire’.  Bob also flies the 
1929 WACO CTO Taperwing (seen above) with the Liberty Parachute Team 
http://www.libertyteam.com/.  Bob flies with smoke on around the parachutists 
who fly with the American and POW flags unfurled during descent at the be-
ginning of most major airshows in the country. 
 
Bob also has his fingers in other things.  For instance, he knows a thing or two 
about WACO’s. Bob is listed on the American WACO Club as an Instructor,  
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Checkout pilot and Aerobatic pilot.  He also knows something about putting them together.. The WACO 
Club website is  http://www.americanwacoclub.com/roster/7advisors.html .  Bob and Patty are also involved 
with the Waco Museum in Troy, Oh, who’s website is http://www.wacoairmuseum.org.   
Bob and Patty are even taking WACO’s to Africa and beyond!  WACO (like ‘TACO’) began in 1921 as the 
Weaver Aircraft Company in Lorain, Ohio, then they moved to Troy in 1924 and became the Advance  
Aircraft Company but kept the WACO logo.  In 1929, the name was changed to simply the WACO Aircraft 
Company.  In 1983 the WACO Classic Aircraft Corporation of Battle Creek, MI started up and began pro-
ducing the WACO YMF-5.  Their website is http://www.wacoclassic.com/contact.html.  After making many 
engineering changes they came out with the Super YMF-5.  These aircraft are being shipped all over the 
world.  Two Super YMF-s are being shipped to Kenya.  When the first one arrives Bob will supervise its  
assembly as well as teach others on how to fly and maintain it.  This will not be his first or last time doing 
this. Congratulations to Bob and Patty Wagner, we wish you continued success, and don’t forget your shots! 
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The tantalizing smell of Chicken Tortilla Soup greeted the November Meeting attendees' noses as they filed 
into the training room at Red Stewart Airfield.  During lunch we found out that Eric Backscheider is in the 
process of purchasing a Pitts S2-A with a partner. Eric will be going through the airplane with a fine-tooth 
comb before signing the paperwork.  Boyd arrived in his wife's 95hp Champ partly joking that he'd sell it. He 
needs an LSA version.  I think he might sell it to the right person if someone is interested.  He's still putting 
hours on his Eagle at this point, so we might see him arrive in the Eagle at a meeting next spring.   

While visiting and eating the gang watched the 25th Anniversary video of the Eagles Team (Tom Pobernezy, 
Charlie Hilliard and Gene Soucy) where they were performing their last flight together as a team.  After sam-
pling the delicious brownies baked by Mrs. Carroll Baker, Gordon called the meeting to order.  Lorrie spent 
some time updating the group on her trip to Oshkosh for the IAC Board of Directors meeting.  One of the up-
dates was the 2008 Knowns approved by the board. Lorrie handed out the sequences to everyone present.  
Brian Howard will be posting the sequences to the IAC website soon.  In the meantime, the choices for 
Unlimited and Advanced are posted on the CIVA site: www.fai.org/aerobatics/CIVAQseq.  The Sportsman 
and Intermediate known sequences are included in this newsletter on page 8.  

Non-competition news included an update on the NAFI Aerobatic Instructor standards, for FI-A (Flight In-
structor-Aerobatic), which can be a Commercial pilot, and CFI -A (Certified Flight Instructor-Aerobatic) which 
will soon be posted on the NAFI website: http://www.nafinet.org/ .  These two are in addition to the present 
MCFI-A (Master Certified Flight Instructor-Aerobatic).  IAC34 member Mark Byers made 3 tailwheel chocks 
to be used as a door prizes.  The winners were; Brian Cooper, Bob Burkhardt, and Bob’s guest, "the other 
Brian". Thanks to Mark for the great door prizes!  The group, lead by Gordon discussed a method of flying 
the 2008 Sportsman Known.  A little discussion about "cheating" insued... with no wind corrector until the last 
figure, Sportsman competitors will have a challenge on windy days.  Gordon's PItts S1 project was toured 
after the meeting.  It has had some progress from last month.  The C wings are being sold and Raven wings 
have been ordered.   

The group then moved outside to watch Gordon take Bob for an aerobatic flight in the Decathlon.   Fun all 
around.  Merry Christmas, and see you all in January to hear the incomparable Giles Henderson speak!    
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Bob Burkhardt and Gordon Penner prepare for Bob’s 
aerobatic flight over the airport. 

Boyd Birchler and his non-LSA Champ 
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"Bolo Kill" shows Robin Olds rolling in on a MIG-21 during Operation Bolo.  
Published in "Aircraft of The Vietnam War" (1971) 
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H��	������+��
���!����������L	!�����!����	H��	������+��
���!����������L	!�����!����	H��	������+��
���!����������L	!�����!����	H��	������+��
���!����������L	!�����!����	 ����
January 19 Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Ohio (40I)   

11am Guest Speaker : Giles Henderson               FREE LUNCH 
  

February 16 Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Ohio (40I)   

11am FREE LUNCH 

  

March  Date TBA Introduction to Aerobatic Judging 

8a-5pm daily Lewis A. Jackson Regional Airport, Dayton Ohio (i19) 

  

April 19 Club Meeting —Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Oh (40I)   

11am Guest Speaker : Forrest Barber, Ex-IAC34 President and Taylorcraft Expert 

May 17 Acro Camp 

10am-7pm Union Co. Airport, Marysville, OH (MRT) 

  

June 20-21 OHIO AEROBATIC OPEN— Union County Airport, Marysvill e, Ohio 

8am-8pm daily Practice: Thursday, June 19   Contest Friday/Saturday  June 20-21            

                                                                         Raindate: Sunday, June 22 

July 26-27 Dayton Vectren Airshow 

 IAC34 Booth Space with Greater Dayton EAA 

  

August 16 Club Meeting —Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Oh (40I), 11am 

  

Sept. 20-21 Blue Ash Airport Days— IAC34 Booth Space 

  

October 18 Acro Camp 

10am-7pm Union Co. Airport, Marysville, OH (MRT) 

November 15 Red Stewart Airfield, Waynesville, Oh (40I) 

11am Officer Election; President and Vice President              FREE LUNCH 

December  NO MEETING—HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
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�����Do you have aviation news, a project to share, an aerobatic story or experience?  This is    
     your chance to add to the storehouse of club information.  We’d like to hear from you!�

Now that’s a CG Problem!!! 


