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     This year’s judges’ school will include clowns, bal loons and cake!   
     REALLY? - NO!  But it will have a very festive air about it—we have almost 
30 people coming to the class this year!   
      We are very grateful and happy to be located at the FBO, MidWest Corpo-
rate Air, Bellefontaine Airport courtesy of IAC34 member, Steve Buchenroth.  
The meeting room there is very large and plush, the guys who work there are 
super and Steve is a wonderful host. 
     We have gone back to the “Introduction to Aerobatic Judging” course again 
this year.  Our instructor will once again be Greg Dungan, IAC Judge Education 
and Certification Chairman. 
     Class runs for two days, on April 10-11, 8am-5pm daily.  The fee is $70 for 
both days and $45 for Sunday only (Sunday is good for keeping certified judges 
current). 
     For those already registered and planning on attending please call NOW and 
get your hotel room reserved, space is limited!!!  Super 8  ph. 937-599-8300 
rate is $53/nite so ask for the IAC34 discount. 
     The IAC Rulebook is free online (www.iac.org) to IAC members on the 
“Members” page. Please print that off and bring it with you—you will need it.  If 
you plan to download it to your computer and view it on your laptop during class 
you should think about putting an extension cord in your bag to bring along. 
     For those wanting an Aresti catalog of figures, the best bet is to order it from 
the Aresti website: www.arestisystem.com/english/catalogue/.  The product you 
should order is ‘Power Catalogue Anticrisis Version’. Cost is approximately $20. 
     If you have not pre-registered and plan on registering prior to class, please 
arrive by 7:30am.   See page 11 of this newsletter for the registration form to 
print and take with you to class—this will save you time.   See ya in class!!! 
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   By Chris Keegan  
 
 

          Our March 20, 2010 meeting held at Waynesville involved a lot of contest planning issues as the 
Ohio Aerobatic Open is less than three months away.  Jeff Granger, Patty Anderson, Ashley Fehren-
bach, and Gordon and Lorie Penner have been working especially hard with an eye towards the contest.  
With business out of the way we then retreated to a presentation from Brian Cooper regarding aircraft 
design.  Brian is an Aeronautical Engineer and used a power point display and CAD drawings to discuss 
his new aerobatic and light sport aircraft designs.   
          The challenge was the creation of a design that would meet the light sport aviation requirements 
yet still be able to compete at the Sportsmen level.  His design utilized advanced composite technology 
to achieve lighter weight with increased strength.  Firewall forward weight reduction will be achieved with 
a new Lycoming 200 horsepower lightweight engine.    Wing camber design is a trade off between level 
flight speed and inverted flight capability.  This was a fascinating topic and a big thanks to Brian for the 
presentation.   
          Pizza and cookies was enjoyed by all for lunch.  Gordon Penner distributed his “12 Stall/Spin 
Myths Exposed” handout, which is one of his FAA seminars.  Gordon will be talking on this subject at Air 
Venture this summer. As Gordon often points out, the IAC is the pilot's  institutional memory on this topic.  
          With the weather now breaking we hope you are able to get some flying in and we hope to see you 
at Judges’ School next month.   
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Time to Pay 
Your 2010 
Chapter 34 

Dues 

     IAC34 member, Brad Lawson was the 2008 recipient of the IAC34 
Aerobatic Scholarship. What with one thing and another with his pro-
fessional flying career he has not had the opportunity to use the 
scholarship until recently.  Brad started flying aerobatics again this 
month with Emerson Stewart at Waynesville.  They did some loops, 
rolls, 1/2 Cubans and spins recently. 
     Stay tuned … Brad is in the process of writing up an article for us 
on his recent experiences of getting back into aerobatic training. 
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���  When it comes to aerobatic currency there is nothing at all in the FARs.  I like what is spelled out in the 
book Basic Aerobatics by Mike Goulian and Geza Szurovy on page 165.  They say “A currency standard 
widely believed by aerobatic instructors to be a good minimum is two aerobatic sessions a month.”  Each of 
these sessions would be about 45 minutes long. 
     Aerobatics is a perishable skill, like instrument flying, and it must be kept fresh.  These sessions should 
contain most, if not all, of the maneuvers in your personal repertoire.  “If you feel you could improve the way 
you fly a particular maneuver, make it your business to take the extra flight time to practice it, but not at the 
expense of the other maneuvers.”  Also, “Shorter, frequent flights are more productive than longer, infre-
quent flights”. 
     However, “It is advisable to set yourself an absolute time limit beyond which you will not fly any aerobat-
ics without a competency check with a qualified aerobatic instructor.  Depending on your skills and experi-
ence, 45 or 60 days might be a reasonable absolute limit.”  They also recommend a periodic personal  
recurrency checkride once every 12 or 24 months if you regularly fly aerobatics without anyone watching. 
     Fly Safe!! 
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          By the end of 2009 it became apparent that the chapter had to 
develop a calendar for the coming year.  Most important we needed 
to set a date for the Ohio Open aerobatic contest.  This was vital to 
get our "foot in the door" and make sure that nobody else took that 
contest date.  It was also necessary to firm up the dates for our prac-
tice days on the weekends leading up to the contest.  Last year I held 
several ad hoc pre-practice days on Saturdays in June.  This resulted 

in a number of a noise complaints from the good citizens of the Union County.  The Union County Avia-
tion Authority subsequently asked us to minimize the number of the practice days and to give them ade-
quate notice prior to activation of the aerobatic box.  More recently they have asked the Chapter to sign 
an Aeronautical Activity Agreement strictly outlining the dates of our activities.  We also have, courtesy 
of Steve Buchenroth, a box available at Bellefontaine which we can alternate with our use of the box at 
Marysville. Obviously this requires a great deal of advance planning. 
          The past few years the chapter had the luxury of having the chapter’s 
calendar managed by the Penners.  Now with new chapter leadership taking 
over the planning it's time to give some thought to the philosophy and structure 
of our meeting schedule moving forward.  How often do we meet and at what 
locations?  What is the goal of the meetings?  How do we divide our time be-
tween highly structured events like contests and informal fly-ins?  These are 
questions that get at the heart of the purpose of the Chapter.  It seemed to me 
that the purpose of the meetings was threefold:  social, promotion of safe rec-
reational aerobatics (which includes meeting and recruiting new members), 
and sponsorship of the contest.  Once these goals were established the con-
straints of geography and climate let things fall into place fairly easily.           
          It begins in November. By that time it's really too cold to fly but it is a good time to get people to-
gether for some socialization and camaraderie and perhaps to hear a guest speaker.  It's also neces-
sary for us to meet in November to elect officers.  That chilly month is also a propitious time to outline 
the monthly meetings for the coming year.  December we skip a month as everyone has plenty of family 
obligations during the holidays.  January and February are "regular" or nonflying meetings.   This year 
we met at Sporty's and at the Tri-State Warbird Museum.  Besides a chance to see some interesting 
airplanes we had an opportunity to see the home base of our new secretary, Ashley Fehrenbach.  Feb-
ruary was a visit to the Air Force Museum, again a chance to see an interesting and historic site and to 
be the guest of IAC34 member, Greg Kuehner,            …………..continued on page 5…………….  
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What is the 
goal of the 
meetings?  
How do we 
divide our 

time ... ����



�

����������	�
�������������������������������������� 	
����������	
����������������������	
��
���������� ����������������������������������
��������

Vo lume 8 ,  Issue 4  Page 5  

who is a regular volunteer at the museum.  All this helps to build up the social network of the Chapter. 
          March is traditionally the Judges’ School, either Basic or Advanced (although this year it's been 
moved to April).  Having an annual Judges’ School is a tremendous resource for pilots and competitors in 
the area. Maintaining an adequate base of new and recertified judges for competitions in the Midwest is a 
continuing challenge. 
          April and May is a time when people are eager to fly.  That's when 
we want to have Chapter Practice Days, sometimes known as "Acro 
Camps".  These events allow the competitor, who has probably by now 
been out practicing the sequence on his/her own, a chance to fly in front 
of a judge or another competitor and get a critique.  New competitors 
can also get all kinds of friendly advice from other chapter members.  
People who are interested in getting into the sport get chance to see the 
planes and pilots in action.  It is, I think, the most important thing the 
chapter does to build competitors and recruit new members.  In the past 
we had official  "Acro camps" as well as impromptu practice sessions 
where a couple of guys got together on a Saturday and activated the 
box.  Two things have happened which will probably eliminate the im-
promptu practice sessions.  First is the desire of the Union County Avia-
tion Authority to have a more structured agreement.  Second is the avail-
ability of insurance coverage from the IAC for Chapter practice days. This 
requires advanced notification as well as conformance with the national 
organization's Chapter Practice Day guidelines.  The availability of the 
second box in Bellefontaine means that we can have more practice days 
and spread around our noise footprint but also means coordinating with 
the two airports to alternate the practice days. 
          And then there's the contest...  At least for competitors this is the 
focal point of the summer. Traditionally we hold it on the third weekend in 
June.  Maintaining this tradition from year-to-year allows our Chapter 
members as well as competitors and chapters in the Mid-America region 
to plan in advance and situate their contests accordingly. 
 The late summer is a more laid-back time.  July can be a more informal meeting preferably at 
Waynesville where the grass strip is usually in great condition by that time of year.  August is another Acro 
Camp at Marysville or Bellefontaine. 

 MERFI (MidEastern Regional Fly-In) is held 
in September usually at Urbana.  We traditionally 
have a presence there for static display of aircraft 
and to distribute literature.  October, weather per-
mitting, is a chance for another  informal fly in.  
That means fun flying, practicing, critiquing etc., but 
without the structure and stress of an official prac-
tice day.  And then we're back to November. 
 I have proposed this outline as a way to 
meet our goals of promoting safe and fun aerobatic 
flying.   I hope it will provide a durable framework 
for both the current chapter leadership and for the 
officers who will take over the years to come and 
invite your comments. jgranger@columbus.rr.com  

Chapter Calendar continued from pg 4... 
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By Brett Hunter 

 
     A new way to play with airplanes.  
Let’s drag race them!  Looking up and 
Airshow right; two planes enter the box 
from 1500 feet and 150 mph side by side.  
They dive in and start rolling, then into the 
vertical as they race to complete 8 spe-
cific maneuvers in the shortest amount of 
time. 
 
September 2009, Dick Shultz of Blue 

SkyAerosports and Spencer Suderman of Spencer Suderman Airshows, asked me to bring the Magnum 
Pitts up to the Faribault MN 2009 Airfest.  They raced me against Darrell Massman in a Panzl S300, Pete 
Tallerita in a Pitts S-2B, and Mike Niccum in his Panzl S300. 
 
Spencer and Dick are the brains and promoters behind the series.  Spencer and Bill Cornick tested the 
concept and the sequence out in California over the 2008 series.  They have flown the show and three dif-
ferent airshows out West and it has been well received by fans and organizers alike.  They are tying in pro-
motions and sponsors to get the fans actively involved.  Fans can pick a pilot and plane to root for and then 
win prizes if their guy pulls out a win. 
 
2010 is till shaping up as the different airshows are debating how to incorporate this in to their event.  We 
are working to get several shows in the Mid-West and one or two on the East Coast to help round out the 
series as the West Coast seems to be growing very well. 
 
As far as the flying goes I really liked it.  I watched some of the promo videos online prior to racing with the 
guys and was not all that excited about it.  But once I saw it in person, from the ground, I understood the 
appeal.  Both planes are there; side-by-side and the lead turns over several times during a typical heat as 

the pilots try to take ad-
vantage of their planes 
specifics and work their 
individual strategies.  
Each maneuver must be 
a 70% gradable maneu-
ver, as per the IAC; oth-
erwise the pilot will incur 
a time penalty.  Pilots 
have to figure how they 
will manage their time on 
the vertical lines, roll 
rates, g loading in the 
looping figures, wind ef-
fect on their ground track, 
and of course altitude as 
there is currently a 500 
foot “hard-deck”. 

continued on page 7... �
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     So how does a draggy, old, stick and fabric bi-plane stand a chance against today’s modern, low-drag, 
high speed, fast rolling, composite monoplanes in a race?  Well to be fair, the Magnum Pitts is not exactly 
stock.  It is 100 pounds lighter than a production S-2C, has another 100 horsepower thanks to Magnum 
engines’ “Gene therapy”, and has some control surface improvements that are top secret.  But top-speed 
and drag are clearly in favor of those queer mono-planes.  So I used drag and a low power to weight ratio 
to my advantage.  This gave me a pretty healthy margin, enough to name me the 2009 ARC series Mid-
West champion.  But there will be a re-match, and I am sure and those guys will be out to win.  This was a 
talented group of pilots and the series is going to expand with a few more names yet to be announced. 
 
Check out the website www.acroracing.org for current schedule and all the official promos and video. 

ARC continued from pg 6... 

FOR SALE FACTORY 1974 PITTS S2A • $58,000 
• • Serial # 2090, 1105.0 TTAF 735.0 SMOH, 135.0 SPOH with 
B hub, recovered in 1981 with Stits using the Aerothane finish. 
Hooker Harness rear & front cockpit. Garmin GNC 250XL 
Comm/GPS with a Garmin 327 transponder and a PS Engineer-
ing PM1200 Intercom System. Two place canopy with S2B 
sheet metal to rear cockpit, spades and S2B slave struts and 
sighting device. Annual completed April 2009. • Contact IAC34 
Member Michael J. Toman, Owner - located Painesville, OH 
USA • Telephone: 440-759-1880 • Fax: 440-975-0111 • Posted 
Jan18, 2010�

The online version of the 2010 IAC Judge Revalidation and Currency (R&C) Exam is available from the Members Only 
section of the IAC Web Site in the "JUDGES" section. �

The online exam system will provide immediate grade report upon completion to both the examinee (if you provide 
your email address at login) and the IAC Judge Program Chair, who will validate the examinee’s judging records in 
accordance with 2.6.3 of the IAC Official Contest Rules and if current, will place the examinee’s name on the next ver-
sion of the IAC Approved List of Judges.��

The 2010 IAC Regional Judge Exam and the 2010 IAC National Judge Exams (online and PDF) are also available 
such that candidates for becoming a Regional Judge or those wishing to upgrade to National Judge certification are 
able to complete the required written exams online using this same link. If you have any problems completing the 
exam online, please contact the Judge Program Chair, Greg Dungan at Greg.Dungan@Verizon.net or 240-925-
0980.��
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We need to talk about the 800 pound gorilla in the room, and 

that is the possibility of departure from controlled flight while flying a 
sequence.  The following information applies whether the sequence is 
for recreational purposes, is in a competition, or is a practice for compe-
tition. 

The book “Stick and Rudder” (Langewiesche, 1944/1972) suggests that each airplane is like a 
horse.  The horse has different gaits (walk, trot, cantor, gallop), and communicates to you throughout 
each of these gaits, if you are listening.  If the horse can’t jump a fence, he won’t go, no matter how 
much you whip him.  If you keep “insisting” he may send you  over the fence, but he won’t go.  Listen to 
the horse. 

As we go through the various aerobatic maneuvers we are asking our “horse” to jump over vari-
ous “fences.”  Loss of pitch authority is still one of the best indicators of stall that works at any speed.  
Loss of pitch authority during a maneuver is just one example of the horse saying the “fence” you are 
asking him to jump is too high.  Any uncommanded yaw or roll motions are also good indicators.  Also be 
aware of when the airplane has a “mushy,” low energy feel. 

Obviously you must, must, must have had spin training before attempting to perform a se-
quence.  Assuming that this training has been obtained, the two things I would bring up are: 

1) - Remember that departure is usually caused by pilot input.  If the pilot removes the offending 
input(s) the airplane should stop doing what it’s doing, unless the input(s) are held long enough. 

2) - Remember that the airplane has natural stability that, assuming the aircraft is loaded within 
the proper CG range, can be counted on to help fight a full departure – for a short window of time . 

The key to all of this is the pilot.  Early recognition and early action is the key.  Remember, listen 
to the horse .  The split second that the airplane begins doing something that is unexpected, the depar-
ture has officially begun.  It is subtle at first, then it gets “louder.”  There is a short window of time for the 
pilot to stop what they are doing, abandon the maneuver, and get the rudder, ailerons, and elevator 

forcefully neutralized and the power back to pre-
vent full departure. 
 Most importantly, don’t be so intent on 
doing a sequence or a maneuver that you don’t 
see, feel, or hear, the signs.  For those in compe-
tition, taking a sequence interruption is better 
than flying a wobbling, cobbed-up maneuver.  
There are less penalty points for an interruption 
than there are for a low scoring maneuver in the 
middle and lower categories.  This is by design.  
It is also much better to take an interruption for 
safety than it is to depart controlled flight and 
have the chief judge disqualify you for unsafe fly-
ing.   
 Remember, in the words of Rob Dorsey, 
and delivered in the style of comedian Sam Kini-
son, IT’S ONLY A HOBBY!!    Fly Safe!�
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Its Not Too Early to  
Think About the Contest 

 

     Planning for the annual Ohio 
Aerobatic Open begins the previous 
November and continues on 
through to the contest.  This year 
we are fortunate enough to have 
last year’s co-CDs running the show 
again—Chris Keegan and Jeff 
Granger.  In addition to those famil-
iar faces we have Nancy Wright re-
turning as our most excellent Volun-
teer Coordinator,  Lorrie Penner as 
Registrar, Kurt Fada as part-time 
IceMan, Gordon Penner as  
setup/teardown man, Ashley Fehrenbach setting up the  
sanction and insurance, and Patty Anderson rustling up some sponsors. 
 
The following positions need to be filled, so please consider how you can help at the contest. 
Starter(s)  Scorer(s)  Box Master(Thursday)  Greeter(s) 
Safety Tech  Mentor(s)  Registrar Assistant(s)  Snack/Ice Coord. 
Judges  Assist Judges Chief Judge Assistant(s)  Boundary Judges  
Recorders  Driver(s)  Setup/Cleanup Crew 

�

www.concordebattery.com  

www.skytecair.com  
www.hookerharness.com  

www.softieparachutes.com  


���	���������������	���	��
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Michigan Aerobatic Open (Mid-America) Saturday, July 10 - Sunday, July 11, 2010 Practice/Registration: 
Thursday, July 8 - Friday, July 9  Power: Primary through Unlimited  Location: Jackson County - Reynolds Field 
(KJXN): Jackson, MI USA Region: Mid-AmericaContest Director: Robb Butts Contact Information: Primary 
Phone: 734-255-2263 E-Mail: rtbutts@live.com �

Salem Regional Aerobatic Contest (Mid-America) Saturday, July 17 - Sunday, July 18, 2010 Prac-
tice/Registration: Friday, July 16   Power: Primary through Unlimited   Location: Salem/Leckrone Airport (KSLO): 
Salem, IL Region: Mid-America Contest Director: Bruce Ballew  Contact Information: Primary Phone: 
314.369.3723 E-Mail: bruceballew@earthlink.net �

Hoosier Hoedown (Mid-America) Saturday, August 7 - Sunday, August 8, 2010 Practice/Registration: Fri-
day, August 6  Rain/Weather: Sunday, August 8  Gliders Categories: Sportsman Intermediate; Power: Primary 
through Unlimited  Location: Kokomo Municipal Airport (OKK): Kokomo, Indiana USA Region: Mid-America Con-
test Director: Mike Wild  Contact Information: Primary Phone: 765-864-0096 Alternate Phone: 765-860-4287    
E-Mail: mike.wild@comcast.net Website: www.hoosierhammerheads.org�

Doug Yost Challenge (Mid-America) Saturday, August 14 - Sunday, August 15, 2010 Practice/Registration: 
Friday, August 13   Power: Primary through Unlimited   Location: Spencer Municipal Airp[ort (KSPW): Spencer, 
Iowa Region: Mid-America Contest Director: Aaron McCartan  Contact Information: Primary Phone: 712-335-
0744 E-Mail: Aaron.mccartan@gmail.com Website: www.iac78.org�

U.S. -Canada Aerobatic Challenge (Northeast) Saturday, June 5 - Sunday, June 6, 2010  
Practice/Registration: Friday, June 4  Power: Primary through Unlimited   Location: Olean Airport (OLE): Olean, 
New York USA Region: Northeast Contest Director: Pat Barrett CD- cbpbmb@aol.com  & Lorrie Penner -
Registrar penn.lorr@yahoo.com �

NEW! 

NEW! 
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INTERNATIONAL AEROBATICS Club Chapter 34  
Introduction to Aerobatic Judging Registration Form  
              
                    Please print legibly and bring to class along with class fees. �

  
                 School Location  Bellefontaine, Ohio       Date:  April 10-11, 2010 
  
 

  Name: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                    First                                             Init.                                         Last 
 
  2nd Name: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                     First                                             Init.                                        Last  
 
  Address: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                               Street 
  
City/State/Zip: 

________________________________________________________________________ 
                                City                                                                      State                  Zip 
 
  Telephone: ____________________________ IAC Number: ______________ 
 
 
  E-mail Address: _________________________________________________ 
  
Current Judge? Regional__________ National___________ 
  
  
  
Amount Paid:______  $70.00 IAC Registration—2 Day Class 

 
                        ______  $45.00 IAC Registration—1Day Class ((Sunday only) 
 
                        ______  $20.00 IAC34 Annual Membership Renewal 
�
  
  
TOTAL:         _______         Paid: Cash:______  or Check: #________ 

 
�

Time to Pay 
Your 2010 
Chapter 

Dues 
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Name:  ________________________________________              Spouse:_________________________________ 
 
EAA#: ________________________________                        IAC# _______________________________________ 
 
Street Address: __________________________________C ity: _____________________State: ___- Zip:_______ 
 
Telephone: (HM) ___________________________________ _  Cell:______________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ____________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
 

Check All that Apply:                                                               Please Send your Check for $20.00 to:  
 
          ___________ Renewal                                                     IAC34 
          ___________ New Member                                             c/o Caleb Vernick, IAC34 Treasurer 
          ___________ Change of Address                                   �����
	��*�	1� ��  
          ___________ Other Information Change                          Columbus, Oh 
������
 

Please Check one in each Category: 
 
          Newsletter: ____________________ 
          _________  I will read it on the website 
          _________  Please mail me a hardcopy 
 
          My Name:_____________________ 
          _________   Please include it on the 
                               Member page of the website. 
          _________   Don’t include it on the website. 
 
          My Photo ( included with this form ) 
          _________  This photo need to be returned. 
          _________   No need to return the photo. 
 

 
      
      LET US GET TO KNOW YOU 
 
      Airplanes I have flown (owned or rented): 

 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________ 
 
     __________________________________________     

       

International Aerobatic Club Ohio Chapter 34  
New Membership or Renewal Form 

�How I got started in aviation: 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
  
 My experience with aerobatics: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for club activities: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 Suggestions or comments for the website or newslet ter: 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________ 
 
 _________________________________________________����

$��������#	�����%����%�������	���	�	�&������	�����'��'��(� �������!"��	�)'��
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